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THE 


IilFE OF MOHAIKEIKEFD. 


Contradu iory Views of Mohammed's Life and Character — Ris Birlli and nduca> 
tion— Vivits Syria as a Merchant — Mariies Kadijah — Aflects an austere and 
retired Li fe^ Proposes to reform Rolijrion— Assumes tlie Title and Office of 
the Apostle of Ou(l»~Ilis first Converts— Announces publicly his prophetic 
Alission— His uiifavoiirahle Itcceptiun— His Proselytes increase— Miracle of 
«plitii.i>; the Moon— Tiie famous Nip^ht Journey to Heaven— His Secret League 
W’ith (he Meditiian Converts — Tlie Korcisli resolve to put him to Death— His 
Lscape and Flii-hf to Medina — Prodaims a Holy War against the Infidels— • 
liattle of Bedr— Defeat of the Moslenip at Ohud<->^uarrei with flic Jews— 
Siege of Medina— Kxpeditiuu to Mecca, anil Truce ‘with the Koreish— Siege 
and CJapit Illation of Kliaihar— Attempt to poist^. the Prophet— Mohammed 
sends Letters and Ambassadors to Foreign Courts— .Respect shown him by liii 
Followris— Rattj^* of Muta Capture of Alecca by the Moslems'- Demolition 
of liloU and Images— llatUe of Honain— Surrender of Taif— Rxpeditioii t» 
Tahuc — Increased Power and Success of Mohammed — His valedictory PiL 
grimage to Mecca — His Sickness and Death — His personal Appearance — Hit 
private Character and Habits — His Wives and Concubines— His supposed Ig- 
uoraiicc of Letters— Concluding Ucflectiuiis. 

Tiiii: life of Maliommed, and the peculiar institutions of which 
he was the author, have been treated at great length, and by an 
infinite number of writers; some of whom have spoken of them 
in a tone of bitter hostility, others in a style of panegyric, that 
destroys all confidence in their veracity. The narratives of the 
Mussulmans themselves, from whom it was natural to expect the 
most authentic and satisfactory accounts, as being the collectors, 
if not the actual witnesses, of the circumstances they relate, are 
unsafe guides. These writers had a deep interest in the fame of 
their prophet, which has tinged their histories with extreme par- 
tiality, and must greatly depreciate the value of their testimony* 
The Christian annalists we can hardly suppose to be more trust- 
worthy in this particular than their Mohammedan opg^onents. 
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Hating both the creed and the apostle of the infidels, it is not 
likely they would give a fair representation* even of the truth, 
or that they would spread any rtp(»rts but siuh as were to his 
prejudice, and which might tend to bring his impious forgeries 
into derision. 

Though much uncertainty on this subject has been removed 
by our increased acquaintance with the literature of the East, 
and a more candid spirit of investigation introduced, there still 
remains considerable obscurity respecting ihc personal history of 
Mohammed. The narratives of his life arc Woken and disjoin- 
ed, resting sometimes on equivocal evidence, and very often 
enveloped in a thick cloud of supernatural wonders, that makes 
it difficult to separate between earth and beuven or discriminate 
the exact bounds of truth and fiction.* To dignify these reveries 
with the name of Iiistory would be an insult to common sense; 
while to discard them entirely would have shorn, in the opinion 
of all true Mussulmans, the character of their prophet of iti 
greatest glory. We have deemed it the more proper course to 
record the statements of these authors as wc found them ; satis- 
fied that the broad line of separation, between the probable and 


* The authors \rho have ivritten Lives of Mulianuneil it tvould be tedious to 
Cl xtnivralc. The best Arabic IViofriai'by vet discoveied is fbut by Abulfodn, 
\\hkh was translated into Latin in 1723, and illustrated with copiuns notes by 
John Gn^nier, Professor of Arabic at Oxford. This work, for a Mussulman, ig 
candid and jiidkious. Al Ucidawi, Miahrotani, Al Jannabi Nuvairi, Miircnid, 
nnd most of the other oriental bistoriaiis, arc full of legends, and not worth no. 
ticing hevp: they have been rousuited and copiously used by U'Herbelof and 
the authors of the Universal History (Mod. Part, sol. i.). 'Jhc Lives of Mo* 
liBiumed, not mere translations, but compiled from various authors, are innu* 
snerubic. 't hat by Dean Pndcaux,publi^bed in 1697, has been long popular ; 
it islearned but dull, compiled from su»|neious autliorities, and tainted with pre- 
judice. The one by the Count de Pouluint illicis, wbidi appeared in 1730, is de- 
aerviug of no credit, cither for its sciiVinients or its consistem y with fact. ^ It is a 
|iretiminary essay or romuiice luthcr than a history, biin;! a mere fraguicut, and 
briitging the life of the Prophet oii'y down to the fifth year of his mission. The 
, 'beamed Abb^ Maracei pTchxcd a life, full of bitter iuvectiie, to liiH Translation 
an d Hciututiuii of the Koran (in 1C98). Gagnier^ etiupiled a bioj^raphy, in 2 
vals., fh^Jds .tbe Koran and the best Arabic aulhdrs, in 1732. Heis imporliaf; 
fcuibcwnteniikc a Mussulmoiii^rccordipg facts and fables, miracles and visL 
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the miraculous, 'svill of itself point out to the reader what he ought 
to reject and what to.believc. It falls not to thelot of ordinaiy 
mortals, for instance, to be exempted from original sin, to con- 
verse familiarly with angels, to split the moon, or make a person- 
al excursion through the seven heavens; yet these and other 
marvellous exploits are gravely ascribed to the Arabian apostle. 
Such ridiculous extravagance stands self-refuted, and requires 
no antidote or contradiction. 

Mohammed (or Mahomet, as he is improperly called) was 
born at Mecca ; but the precise date of his birth has been dis- 
puted. The computation most generally approved has fixed it in 
the 569tli year of our chronology.’*- The calumny of his early 
Christian adversaries, who sought to debase him into a man of 
low plebian origin, has long been exploded ; for whatever uncer- 
tainty may rest on the first gradations of his pedigree, he could, 
without doubt, number among his ancestors ina diicct line ma- 
ny generations of pure and genuine nobility. 

The Arabs glory in the number of their children; it is the 
highest honour and ambition of their wives.f In this respect 
rrovidence had richly crowned the domestic happiness of Abdol- 
motallcb ; he was the father of six daughters and thirteen sons. 
Abclallah was a younger son, — the best beloved of his father, 
—the most beautiful and amiable of the Arabian youth. His 


on*, with flip samp impertiirhnblp solpmnH}^ anil nltliont a rrmnrk. That 

prefiNcii toSavary's TraHsluliuii of the Koran is an e.vcclleiit ubrid^etiieiit of the 
Prophet’s Life. * 

♦ Or in 571, the lunar reckoning: of the Arabs makin^ra difference of more 
fhan two years. Elinnoiii and Abulforajfe adopt 071; llriske, 572. The Bene« 
Hicfine monks (Art. de Verif. dcs Dates) fix it on the lOth of Novemher, 070, 
Pridcanx and Hottiiig^er, on the authority of Arabian writers, remove it to RFay, 
071. Gagnicr makes it 569 of the vuli^ar era, or 578 from the birth of Chri»t. 

f “It was the ciisloin, that when a woman brought forth Un male children, she 
should be called .Munejeba (or the ennobled), and her name be publistied auioiij; 
the Arabs , and they used to say that tb?wife of such a one iseuuohted.”— 
munceof Anfttr, p. 21. 
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personal clurms are said to have exposed him to many tcmpta* 
tions, similar to vfhat the virtuous Hebrew gaptivc encountered 
in the service of Potiphar. The maidens of the Korcisli )>ined 
in secret admiration, and eagerly courted his alliance. About 
his twenty-fifth year he was united to Amina, daughter of 
heb, chief of the Zahrites, a family of princely rank, being alao 
descended from the Koreish. She was famed for her wisdom and 
beauty, and had been sought in marriage by the wealthiest of her 
kinsmen. The consum mation of their nuptials was fatal to ma- 
ny languishing hopes; for the tradition of Ibn Abbas assures 
MS, that on the same night 200 virgins expired of jealousy and 
despair. There was not a soothsayer, we are told, or prophet- 
ess, in all Arabia, but had intimation of the auspicious event; 
and not a bride but sighed to be the mother of a male child. 
The sole fruit of this union was Mohammed. His father being 
then absent with the caravans in Syria, to purclfase a supply of 
provisions (for it was a time of scarcity), tied at Medina on 
his return; and whether this event lock place before or two 
months after the birth (according to Abiilfeda), it appears cci., 
tain he never saw this wonderful infant. Cut off in the flower 
of life, his orphan child was left in the cradle to the care of a 
widowed mother. Adversity seemed to Le his cnly patrin ony ; 
for Abdallah, though of royal lineage was poor ; and in the di- 
vision of his inheritance, the propbefs share was but five camels, 
and an Ethiopian slave, named Paraca. Cn the seventh day, 
the venerable Abdolmotalleb made a splendid entertainment to 
the grandees of his tribe ; and on this joycus occasion the infant 
received the name of Mohammed, contrary to the remonstran- 
ces of the Koreish, who would have preferred a name that was 
hereditary in the family.^ 

• Tl^aatKie u the past participle of the verb Humad^ and ftianifiei the<‘ prait- 
moet gloriuut.’* Islmn, the religion of Mohammed, and Moalem or 
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Not content with the^ nairative of simple facts, the credit- 
lous siiperslition of Jihe Arabs has thrown a halo of utondcrs 
round the infancy of their apostle. Though destitute of world* 
ly wealth, his birth was rich in prodigies. Like that of other 
great men who Iiave astonished the world, it was i;ccompanied 
by signs in heaven and miracles on earth. The prophetic light 
that surrounded liim served bis mother for a lamp, and shone 
with a brilliancy that illuminated the country as far as Syria; the 
sacred fire of the Persians, which had burned witiiout interrup- 
tion for a ihousand^years, was for ever extinguished; the palace 
of Rhoosroo was rent by an earthquake, and fourteeen of its 
towers levelled with the ground; events that prefigured the fai- 
lure of the royal line of Persia, and the subjugation of that 
country by the Arabs, after the reign of fourteen kings. 

A vast multitude of other fictions and supernatural prognosti- 
cations, equally extravagant, were carefully collecteil by his 
biographers. They were devoutly believed, even during his life 
by his credulous followers ; hundreds of whom were to be found, 
who, on their oath, would have attested the reality of them. 
M'hesc solemn wonders were obviously invented and propagated 
with a view to assimilate the birth of their pretended apostle to 
that of the Founder of Christianity ; many of the Scripture texts 
prefiguring the one, and the marvellous circumstances accom- 
panying his nativity, as recorded in the apocryphal gospels of 
St. Thomas and St. Parnabas, being literally appropriated to 
the other. , 

The nurture and education of her only child had devolved on 
Amina; but the custom of the Arabian nobility, and the un- 
wholesome air of Mecca, made it necessary to delegate this 
maternal task to other hands ; and the names of the diiTerent 

Mnssulman, come from the ftame root, ethi/n, which uicani consecrated or dedb 
cated to God. 
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Durscs that snclclccl this remarkable infant, the most celebrated 
€)f whom was Ilalima, of the tribe of Saab,, have been scrupu- 
lously recorded. These facts, however, as well as his speaking 
in ihe cradle, and his purification from original sin by an angel, 
we leave to be studied in the legendary pages of the Moslem bio- 
graphers. 

In his sixth year IMohamnied was deprived of his mother. This 
second calamity threw him entirely on the charity of his grande 
father. 'Within ten years the venerable Addolmotalleb expired 
at the age of 110. Abu Taleh became his next protector, vrlio 
appears to have been the eldest son and successor to his father's 
authority.* The uncle treated the orphan hoy %vitli paternal af- 
fection. The pure air and hardy nutriineut of the desert (the 
Arabian children went quite naked) had already laid the founda- 
tion of a robust constitution ; the elements of a rough and scanty 
education were now supplied by the kindness of ^his relative. 

A blank of five years has been filled up with inventions. We 
can only conclude that being designed for a mercantile life hi$ 
instructions were likely to be suitable to his profession. At the 
age of thirteen he made a commercial journey to Syria in tlie 
caravan of his uncle. This expedition is barren of facts, but the 
void is occupied with imaginary adventures. Certain it is that 
liere the youthful merchant had an opportunity of signalizing his 
courage, or rather serving his first campaign in the ranks of his 
clansmen. Hut tradition has made this journey still more re- 
markable by several wonderful indications^of his future elevation, 
it was in the fair of Hosra that be is alleged to have met the cele- 
brated Nestovian monk, Felix or Sergius, surnamed llahira, who 
is accused by the Christian writers of afterward assisting liim in 
the contrivance and composition of the Koran. Till his twenty. 

# Pria<*an\ rnlU AlMlril'ali Ihr nTtd lloniiiim illiers iinppo«<**!< him 

the yo«fipr«t- Holh are niistafcrn Sale'* Prrlimiii, Disconr-ap, gpcl. ii. p. 

50). Abitlfptla H'lniza .ind A I Abbas both older ihiin Abu 'I'alcb, aud 

younger than Abdallab.-»Gapn(>r, p 07. 
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fifth year nothing further Uirecortlecl of his history. Some mcr- 
dern writers, such as , the Count Boulainvilliers, during this in, 
terval, have schooled him in martial exercises ; inured him to 
hunting and other manly pastimes, and carried him in imaginary 
voyages over all the East ; hut these wc omit, as they have not 
the sanction of any Arabian author. 

Jlis probity and talents fur business introduced him to the ac* 
quaintance of Kadijali a rich widow in Mecca. Slic was of noble ex- 
traction, her father, Kowailed, being of the tribe of theKcreisli^ 
Engaged extensively in traffic, she had realized an independent 
fortune. To her he was recommended by Abu Talcb as factor ; 
and, as her promises were liberal, he undertook the superinten- 
dence of her affairs. Her esteem for him was increased by his 
fidelity in her service, and gradually ripened into affection. In 
this new capacity Mohammed made a second journey to Syria, 
where the interests of his mistress demanded his presence. The 
talcs he effected of the merchandise intrusted to his charge w^cre 
highly advantageous,— a circumstance credible enough in itself, 
without resorting to the fiction of the Arabs that his goods iivew 
a double price in all the Syrian markets. Having made the 
necessary purchases, Mohammed prej)arcd fur his return. Ka- 
clijah, who had thought liis absence long, was transported witli 
joy at his success. Her heart, already half-won by tlie charms 
of his person, now burned with a passion she could not control. 
Tar from resisting this honourable attachment, she offered him 
her hand and her fortuiM*, — a generosity which he accepted with 
cheerfulness, and remembered till the last day of his life with 
gratitude. 

At the time of his marriage Mohammed was twenty-five years 
of age, and the wealthy Kadijah w'as forty. Two husbands, 
Atik and Abu Hal at, she had already laid in their graves ; but 
she enjoyed the reputation of much prudence and an irrcproach- 
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ablcliro- Tiieir uuptials were celebrated with great fus^tivityii 
mirth, music, and dancing. But we shall pass without comment 
tlic angelic demonstrations of rejoicing on this occasion — how a 
hcayei.Iy voice pronounced a benediction on their union — how 
the boys and girls of paradise were led out in their bridal gar- 
ments — how the hills and valleys capered for joy, and precious 
ointments were diffused over the whole earth. Among the 
tcrrcstial guests at th‘s ceremony were Abu Talcb and the chief 
men of the Koreish. The marriage-contract, the formula of 
which has been preserved, recites, in the simple style of Arabian 
manner^ the noble lineage of the bridegroom, his beauty, virtue, 
intelligence, and poverty ; the reciprocal loves of the happy pair ; 
and a promise on the part of Abu Taleb to pay the marriage- 
dowry of his nephew, which consisted of twelve ounces of gold, or 
(according to Abulfeda) twenty young camels. 

Some have imputed a reluctance on the part ot the bride's fa- 
ther to his alliance, as dishonourable to his family ; while others 
would degrade the commercial agent into a mere driver of camels, 
or a menial servant in the household of his mistress. Both sup- 
positions have originated in malice. Ivadijah could suffer no 
degradation in the eatcem of her kindred by a match with the 
grandson of their prince, young, handsome, and affoctionate. 
Neither was there any reproach of servitude or dishonour in 
the prosecution of commerce. It was a lucrative ofccupation, in 
which the noblest and bravest were engaged. Sovereigns rec- 
koned it no indignity to command their ow^ caravans. This office 
was not merely a simple affair of merchandise, — it was also a 
military expedition, where they bad to defend themselves and 
their cargo from the robbers of the desert. To conduct an escort 
af this kind was in truth to superintend the finances of the state 
"and to maintain the freedom of trade, by repelling the aggressi- 
ma of troublesome and rapaci ous enemies. Whether or how 
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long Moliammccl continue^l after li5s altered circumstances to cul- 
tivate liis fortune by.traffic, is a question that has not been solv- 
ed: nor is it of tlie smallest importance. Content with his do- 
mestic virtues, Kadijah became the mother of four sons and four 
daughters. This wealthy alliance restored the heir of Abdallah 
to the splendour of his ancestors, and to a station of equality 
with the richest in Alecoa. 

The total silenee of his biographers for fifteen years has liere, 
left a cloud of mystery to hang on the life and actions of Mo- 
hammed. We merely learn from Abulfeda, that God had in- 
spired him with a love of solitude and retirement ; and that every 
year, for a month at a time, he withdrew to the cave of Mount 
llara, three miles from Mecca, where he devoted himself to fast- 
ing, prayer, and meditation. This studied and sanctimonious 
austerity was no doubt preparatory to his grand design. Retire- 
ment is not only the school of genius,-— It is the fitting nursery 
of enthusiasm. The practice has been common in all coun- 
tries. It is amid the solitudes of groves and grottoes, far remov- 
ed from the bustle and distractions of the world, that the mind 
of the visionary finds its proper clement; witness the converse 
of Minos with Jove on mount Ida, and the nightly visits which 
Numa received from his fabled nymph Egeria. . llie oracles or. 
spiritual beings they consult dwell notin cities or crowds, but 
among the echoes of woods and rocks. The affected seclusion 
of the Arabian impostor was conformable to that of other en- 
thusiasts. In the soleiAQ obscurity of Hara he laid the founda- 
tion of his future greatness ; for it was in the silence of that 
retreat that he meditated the scheme of his religion, perhaps 
the subjugation of his country. 

It has been matter of controversy, whether in these transac- 
tions Mohammed ought to be regarded as a cunning knave or the 
dupe of enthusiasm. The point is scarcely worth the dispuc- 
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ing; for no imposture, civil or religious, was cvei? successful 
without a ftnxtureof both. Had the Arabian adventurer been 
the mere dupe of a heated imagination, he might have continuedr 
to preach his doctrines vith all the fervour of an apostle, among 
the tribes of the desert or the tents of the pilgrims ; but his piety 
would hardly have dreamed of cutting its way with a sword to a 
temporal throne. Fanaticism was with him an earlier passion 
than ambition, and most likely supplied the first mctcrials for the 
great political structure which he afterwards reared on this basis. 
Instead of religions innovations, had his aim I^ecn merely secular 
aggrandisement, there was much in the condition both of his own 
and the surrounding nations favourable to his revolutionary pro- 
jects. No usurper, perhaps, ever enjoyed these advantages to a 
greater extent Nor can wc suppose that a vigorous and reflect- 
ing mind like his, enlarged by travel and observation on man- 
kind, could lack either courage or discernment to turn them to 
his interest. The political state of the Eastern World was wreU* 
ched in the extreme. Exhausted with continual wars, and enerw 
vatedby luxury, it could offer little resistance to any aggressor. 
Had the Homan empire retained its pristine vigour, the Arabian 
heresy must have been instantly crushed, or driven to the in. 
accessible retreats of the mountains. Its hapless founder might 
have been condemned to the stake by a council of bishops, or 
carried in chains as a rebel to languish out his days in some 
dungeon of the Grecian capital. But this mighty power had 
fallen, under the successors of Constantine, into a state of weak-' 
ness and decay. 'Ihe Goths in the west, and the Huns in the 
east, bad overrun its finest provinces and made the once potent 
Cesars tributaries to a barbarous conqueror. 

But whatever information Mohammed had, or whatever use 
fie designed to make of the advantageous posture of orientab 
iffairs, bis grand and earliest object of attention was the idolatry 
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pf hUcounVrymen. He did not pretend to introduce a new reli- 
gion; for that would have alarmed tlic jealousies of all parties, 
^nd combined their discordant opinions into a general opposition. 
His professed object was merely to restore the only true and 
primitive faith, such as it had been in the days of the patriarchs 
and prophets^ from Adam to the ^lessiab. The fundamental 
doctrine of this ancient worship, which he ui.dcrtook to purify 
from the alloy it had unhappily contracted among a frail and 
degenerate race of men, was the Unity of CJod. 

A principle thus simple and obvious, which no sect had ever 
denied, and which presen tpd to reason nothing that it could not 
easily conceive, was .a broad foundation for a popular and universal 
religion, — an advantage which Mohammed fully appreciated. 
With the Jews, who clung to their abrogated ceremonial, he 
maintained the authority of the Pentateuch, and the inspiration 
of the prophels'from M^scs to Rfalachi. With the Christians he 
admitted the Divine mission of Christ, and the truth of hU 
Gospel ; for he made the revelations both of the Old and the 
New Testament a baJs for his own pretensions * But as the 
Arabs were the more immediate objects of his imposture, he took 
more than ordinary pains to conciliate their affections. AVhile 
lamenting the madness and felly of the idolatries in which they 
were plunged, he showed an extreme indulgence to their pre- 
judices. Their popular traditions and ceremonies — such of them 
at least as favoured his own views — he retained, and even ren. 
dcred more attractive, Jby adding the sanction of Heaven to cus- 
toms already hallowcchby immemorial usage. 


• For the Author of Christianity tho Moh.immcdanA arc (an»ht to mlertaiii a 
liigfh icvcrcni-e. “ Verily,” sayi* the Koran,** Christ Je'sns, ihf nuu of Mary, i» 
I he Apostle of Goil ami his Woni; which he coiiVirycd into Mary : honoiiiahle 
in this world and in the world to cut^ie, and one of those %tIio approach near to 
the presene of God”— (Chap. iii. iv.) Vet they consider him a mere mortal, 
aiid allege that a criminal or a phantom was substituted for him on the crosit.— . 
AVan, ih.ami Sale'* Safw, JUaracii, in Alcoran, tome it. 0.113.173; and 
IVcMfrowi.iiartiii p.l03. t , -oo 
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But tlic most pleasing of all his doctrines, and the most capti- 
Tating to the human heart, was the felicity promised in another 
world. The Mohammedan paradise is one of the richest and 
most .seductive fictions of oriental imagination. The elements of 
Its happiness consist not in pure and spiritual pleasures. These 
were too refined, and quite unsuited to the sensual habits of the 
Arab. The unlettered barbarian cannot comprehend the nature 
of abstract enjoyment, or how it can be felt without the agency 
of the bodily organs. To these carnal ideas Mohammed ad- 
dressed his allurements, painted in the gayest colours that a 
luxurious fancy could invent. Gardens fairer than that of Eden > 
watered by a thousand streams, cooling fountains and groves of 
unfading verdure, adorned these happy mansions. The desires 
of the blessed inhabitants were to be gratified with pearls and 
diamonds,— robes of silk,— palaces of marble, — rich wines,— 
golden dishes,— blooming girls, made of musk, with black rycs» 
of resplendent beauty and virgin purity. While these costly and 
exquisite indulgences were provided for the meanest believer, the 
most excruciating torments that imagination could suggest were 
denounced against all who refused to embrace the faith of Moham - 
med. Seven hells, differing in the degree of their pain, were to 
receive the damned ; and the wretched fufferer might judge of his 
terrible doom when be was informed that the tendcrest of these 
punishments was to eat burning victuals and to be shod with 
shoes of fire, the heat of which would cause bis scull to boil like 
n caldron. « 

One other artifice was wanted to give effect to this plausible 
system,— the sanction of a Divine authority. A succession of 
prophets had already appeared in thaworld to instruct and reprove 
mankind, ever prone to wander from the truth ^ all of whom had 
Ithpir credentials attested by Heaven. In this catalogue of in« 
ipired teachers, Mohammed de^rmined to enrol himself. It wai; 
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a bold but a necessary policy ; and accordingly, next to 
Unmty of the Dicijy, stands the second fundamental article 
of the Mussulman faith, — that Mohammed is the Apostle op 
God. On these two pillars, — the one an eternal truth, the other 
an impious fiction,— the Eastern imposture has rested with un- 
£>hakci) stability for upwards of 1200 years. 

Having at length matured his plans, and acquired a reputation 
for sanctity corresponding in some measure with the high and 
venerable office he was about to assume, he now resolved to make 
Ins pretensions to revelation no longer a secret. His fortieth 
year was the period chosen for announcing his mission to the 
world. He had retired, according to custom, to the grotto of 
Mount II ara, accompanied with some of liis domestics. It was 
on the 25th of the month llamiulan,— the night styled in the 
Koran A1 Kadr, or the Divine Decree,— that he received his 
instalment into the apostolic office in a true and nocturnal 
vision.’' The archangel Gabriel, his confidant and oracle in all 
his celestial communications, descended in a brilliant form. He 
held in his hand a book brought from the seventh heaven. 

Read ! ' exclaimed the angel. cannot," replied Ids awe* 
struck pupil. “ Read," added the other, in the name of God* 
the Creator, who hath formed man, and taught him the use of 
the pen, and lighted up his soul wiih a ray of knowledge !*’ The 
Prophet obeyed ; and a voice immediately pronounced these 
words: — “ O Mohammed ! thou ait the apostle of God, and 1 
am Gabriel." This joyful inauguration into his ministry w^as 
Tcceivedin silent wolicier ; the angel, having performed his part, 
ascended slowly and majestically until be disa})peaicd in the 
clouds. 

The conductor of the Israelites had produced the Pentateuch* 
and the Redeemer of mankind had taught the Gospel. I'his 

last of the prophets/’ too, must have his book ; and now, for 
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the first time, the Koran descends to earth. It was one of the 
most skilful of his artifices, and to which he mainly owed hist 
success, — that instead of communicating this celestial volume 
entire, as the archangel brought it, it wias doled out in morsels 
as suited his convenience. This sage manceuvre gave him a 
complete mastery over the oracles of Heaven ; for he could make 
them speak according to circumstances. The Roman pontiff, 
who at this very time (A. D. 606) had begun to assert his claim 
to universal supremacy, might boast of ihe keys of Feter ; but 
Mohammed held the keys of providence, with which he could 
chut or unlock the gates of revelation at pleasure. 

This pretended interview with the archangel rested solely on 
the suspicious authority of his own assertion. The first person 
to whom he related the tidings was Kadijab* The dutiful wife 
believed, or affected to believe, the sacred fable, with all its glo- 
rious accompaniments; and with a solemn oath she declared her 
conviction that he was the true apostle of his nation. Among 
men,'" said the Prophet on this occasion, many have been 
found perfect ; but of women only four — Aisa, the daughter of 
Fliaroah ; Mary, the daughter of Amran ; Kadijah, the wife, and 
Fatima, the daughter of Mahommed where it will be observed 
that, with singular modesty, he includes the half of the.se female 
paragons in his own family. The second proselyte was his cou** 
sin, All, the son of Abu Taleb, then only eleven years of age, 
whom he had brought up in his own family with a fatherly ten^ 
derncss. His slave, Zaid, was the tbird^convert. IVhatevcr 
might have been his scruples, they wcre-overcomeby the promise 
of liberty; and the grateful domestic recognised with joy the 
divinity of a master from whom he expected and obtained his 
freedom. 

JThe next and most important of his conversions was that of 
Abdallah^ surnamed Abu Reker^ an opulent citizen of Mecca. 
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lie wns a most zealous Mussulman ; and, being a person of great 
authority among tim Koreish, he prevailed on five of the princH 
pal men in the city — Othman, Abdalraliman, Saad, Zobeir, and 
Telha->to join the standard of the Prophet. These six indivi- 
duals were his chief associates — his main instruments in dis- 
seminating his religion — the partners of his victories — and some 
6f them his successors on the throne. Three years were thua 
spent in devotional intrigue and the secret process of dtscipleship^ 
during which the shades of mystery we're allowed to conceal 
from the world his doctrines and his crafty designs. 

But the time ha^ now arrived when he could rely with cons- 
cience on the attachment of his new proselytes. Immediately 
tlic angel commanded him to make known his sacred vocation, 
and to exhort his friends and neighbours in particular to forsako 
their errors, if they hoped to escape the vengeance of an offended 
Deity. The dbedient apostle accordingly directed AH to prepare 
an entertainment — a lamb and a bowl of milk — to which forty 
guests of the race of Hashem were invited. After some interruption, 
Mohammed addressed the astonished assembly —^^Friends, I this 
day offer you what no other person in all Arabia can offer, —the 
most valuable of gifts, — the treasures of this world and of that 
which is to come. God has enjoined me to call you to his ser« 
vice. Who among you will be ray vizier, to share with me the 
burden and the toils of this imrportant mission— to become my 
brother, my vicar, and ambassador This address was heard 
with silent surprise j and none seemed disposed to accept the 
proffered dignity. At length the impatient All made answer— 
“ I, O Prophet, will be your vizier, and obey your commands ! 
Whoever dares to oppose you, I will tear out his eyes, dash out 
bis teeth, break his legs, and rip open his body On this burst 
ef enthusiasm, Mohammed caught the youth in his arms with 
Ihc UveUcst demonstrations of nffection^ Behold/' said ha 
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** iny brother and vicegerent ! Listen, and obey him.” fehouts of 
contemptuous laughter followed this romantic installation. 'I'he 
whole company turned their sarcastic eyes on Abu Taleb, as if 
to inquire whether the rights and honours of a father were to be 
violated by rendering obedience to the authority of his own son. 

Far from being silenced by this ridicule, or discouraged by the 
unfavourable reception of his first public attempt, the interpid 
apostle laboured with indefitigable zeal, and marched onward 
with unshaken resolution to the final accomplishment of liis clc« 
ftigns. No reproaches or affronts could damp his ardour, for ho 
bore them apparently without resentment; while every artifice 
was employed to subdue opposition. But it was to the force of 
bis natural eloquence as a preacher, and the fertility of his ge- 
nius, that he mainly trusted. On solemn festivals, and in the 
times of pilgrimage, he frequented the temple, and accosted the 
Btrangers of every province. Their imaginations and theic 
passions were alternately excited by threats and pr nniscs. To 
the believer the carnal enjoyments of paradise were liberally of- 
fened ; while, for the infidel, collars, chains, and torments unut- 
terable were laid up in store. 

The people trembled for their gods, which already seemed 
toppling from their pedestals. The Koreisli, especially, dreaded 
the effects of his zeal. They beheld the worship which was their 
chief means of support threatened with extinction ; and they 
resolved to crush in the birth this attempt to sap the foundation 
of their wealth and consequence. A deputation of the princi- 
pal men of the tribe laid their fears and complaints before Abu 
Tsleb : ** Unless thou impose silence on thy nephew, and check 
bis audacity, we shall take arms in defence of our gods. The 
tiea of blood shall not restrain us from drawing; tjje sword, and 
ve sKall see 'on which side victory will declare itself” Alarmed 
at ibeUfe menaces^ he seriously exhorted the Prophet to abandon 
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his rash and impracticable schemes. Spare thy remonstrant 
ces/' said the daring Tanatic; though the idolaters should 
arm against me th*e sun and the moon, planting theonh on my 
right hand and the other on my left, it would not divert me 
from my resolution.’^ Meanwhile the Koreish, finding that nei* 
ther threats nor entreaties could prevail, in a public assembly of 
their whole tribe, pronounced sentence of exile against all who 
had embraced the religion of Islam. 

Five years of the Prophet’s mission had elapsed ; and his suc- 
cess may be estimated from the tradition that, of ^his disciplep» 
who were now coiti polled to seek refuge in voluntary banishment, 
only eighty-three men and eighteen women, besides children, 
retired to Abyssinia.* While he remained exposed to this 
tempest of indignation at Mecca, a fortunate accident brought 
an important accession to his party in the conversion of two dis,, 
tinguished individuals— the brave Hamza, one of his uncles, and 
Omar, the second of the caliphs. I'he Koreish had secretly 
plotted his death ; and there was only wanted an arm bold enough 
to strike the blow. The ferocious Omar agreed to be the as- 
sassin ; but whether through the remonstrances of a friend, or, 
according to Abulfeda, by hearing a few sublime verses of the 
Koran read, instead of plunging his dagger in the breast of the 
apostle, the murderer was transformed into one of his most de- 
voted proselytes. 

For years the Koreish had beheld with jealousy the rising pre- 
eminence of the family of Hashem. Zeal for their national reli- 
gion imbitterred thoae political animosities, and served as a cloak 
to cover their malice. A solemn decree was passed in the name 
of the whole tribe, engaging themselves to renounce all commu- 

*On<his subject the Abyssinian aimaks are silent} and the Mohainmrd.in 
statement h is been consiclered a fiction — Ludnf, in Comment, ad HUt' Ikthion 

^p. as*. Matacci^ in Prodfom. p. j. cap. 2. Qagnier^not, adAbvifed i> 24 
JLa Vie de Muh, c. x. ./ • r> * 
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nication with tlic Haslicmitcs ; neither to buy nor sell vith them 
to marry nor give m marriage; but to pursue them with im- 
placable enmity until they should deliver up"" this dangerous in- 
novator to the resentment of the nation, and the justice of the 
gods whose worship he had deserted. The deed was written on 
parchment, and suspended on the wall of the Kaaba, that all eyes 
might read it. 

Having no security 'n the city, the persecuted faction with- 
drew to a stronghold in the neighbourhood. Here they remained 
three years in a state of siege ; thp only intervals of their cap* 
tivity being the sacred months, when hostilitiefs were prohibited. 
During the ceremonies of the pilgrimage, the two factions re* 
gularly met, and frequently came to blows. The orations of 
Mohammed in the temple were often drowned amid the clashing 
ofswords and the exhortations of the idolaters in behalf of their 
ancient divinities. «, 

Hitherto the credit of Abu Taleb had been the main asylum of 
the apostle and his followers, and was perhaps the true cause of 
rescinding the prohibitory edict, after it had subsisted five years. 
Death deprived him of that support ; and within a month this 
domestic calamity was followed by another, — the loss of Kadijah 
in her 65-th year. The Prophet was inconsolable ; for he had 
always regarded her with ardent and undivided affection. During 
the five-and-twenty years of their marriage his fidelity was ir- 
reproachable; and the rights or feelings of the wife were never 
insulted by the society of a rival. His tears and praises spoke 
his sorrow long after she was in the grav^ ; and his excessive 
iencomiums wounded the pride of her successor,, the youthful 
Ayesha. Wasshenot old,'^ said the petulant and blooming 
daughterof Abu Beker, and has not God given you a younger 
imd a better in her place No, truly replied the grateful 
Apostle, ^ there never can be a better ; she believed in men 
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^ere men despised me. She was generous, and gave mo all she 
possessed, when the world hated and persecuted Misfortunes 
so distressing and prejudicial to his interests made the Mohain* 
medans commemorate this as the Year of Mourning. 

A valuable accession was about the same time received to his 
ilock in a small party of the tribes of Kliazraj and A us, who dwelt 
at Medina, and had come to Mecca, on the usual prilgrimago. 
The secret motive of their conversion was a hope that their new 
master was the long-expected Messiah^ and would deliver their 
allies, the Jews, as he had promised, from the vassalage to which 
they had been so foiig subjected. On their return these deluded 
proselytes became enthusiastic in disseminating so welcome a 
croed among their fellow-citizens. 

Historians, or rather the lovers of the marvellous, have signaU 
ized this period of Mahomiued's life with two remarkable events, 
the absurdity^f which might have consigned them to oblivion had 
not the gravest of the Moslem doctors maintained their reality, 
lleligion, whether true or false, has usually appealed to the con. 
iirmationof miracles. These credentials the impostor himself 
admitted to be authentic. According to bis own doctrine there, 
fore, the unbelieving Arabs might demand, and they did repeat* 
cdly urge him to produce, similar evidence of his mission. Sen. 
siblc of his weakness, he evaded the force of their objections— 
appealing to the inimitable composition of the Koran as the great* 
cst of all miracles, and protecting himself by the obscure boast 0£ 
vision and prophecy. 

His votaries, however, were neither so modest nor so ingenious. 
Of his miraculous gifts they were more confident than he was 
himself ; and much learning has been expended, and iiinumer* 
able volumes written, to convince the world than his miracles 
were more numerous than those of all the inspired teacbers^^wlio 
had £oue before him. 
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The first of these signal performances was the miracle of the 
Splitting ; alluding to his cleaving the orb of the moon in twain. 
The Koreisb, wishing to confound him before the eyes of his 
fellow-citizens, had challenged him to verify his claims by bringing 
that luminary from heaven in presence of the whole assembly. 
Mohammed accepted the proposal with confidence. At his com., 
mand the sky was darkened at noon ; when the obedient planet, 
though but five days old appeared full-orbed, leaped from the 
firmament, and, bounding through the air, alighted on the sum. 
mit of the Kaaba, which it encircled by seven distinet revolutions* 
Turning to the Prophet, it did him reverence* addressed him in 
very elegant Arabic, and pronounced a discourse in his praise, 
concluding with the formula of the Moslem creed. These salu. 
tations finished, it entered the right sleeve of his mantle, and 
made its exit by the left. Then descending from the collar of 
his robe to the fringe, it mounted into the air« sbparating into 
two halves. In this manner it resumed its station in ihesky^ 
the parts gradually uniting in one round and luminous orb, as 
before. Such' is the substance of a ridiculous fiction invented 
by the biographers of Mohammed, who have coloured it with 
more extravagance and minuteness of detail tbftu we have vcn« 
tured to narrate. 

The next legendary-adventure of the Prophet is yet more ex- 
traordinary— the Mesra^ or famous nocturnal journey to hea- 
ven ; of which the Eastern writers, in the wild delirium of their 
fancy, have given the most laboured and grotesque descriptions. 
With sublime touches of imagination, that would have done ho- 
nour to the muse of Milton or Dante, they have mixed a legion 
of idle phantoms and puerile wonders too shocking and extrava- 
gunt even for the credulity of childhood. 

^ On the night of this celestial excursion, calm but exceedingly 
dArk» Mohammed represents himself as asleep between the bills of 
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Safa and Meroua, when Gabriel approached and awoke him. Har- 
ing apprized the prophet of his intended voyage, he presented him 
with the animal called Borak, a sort of nondescript, larger than 
an ass but smaller than a mule, with a human face and the 
body of a horse. His colour was milk-white; the hair of his 
neck of fine pearls ; his ears emeralds, and his eyes two sparkling 
hyacinths, ills whole body, wings, and tail, bristled with the 
£nest jewelry. 

Jn the twiiikling of an eye they cleared the hills of Mecca, and 
were on the top of 8inai, where prayers were said, and where the 
print of the beast'^s^ioof is still shown. In the same manner th^ 
performed their devotions at Jerusalem, where Mohammed ro- 
ceived the salutations of the ancient prophets, and met with divers 
other adventures. Leaving Borak fastened to a ring at the gate of 
the temple, the travellers ascended by a ladder of light, through 
an immense expanse of air, till they reached the first heaven, dis- 
tant a journey of 500 years from the earth. It was compos d ofa 
subtle vapour, with a roof of fine silver, from which hung the start 
by chains of massive gold. They entered by a prodigious gate^ 
which on the name of Mohammed being announced, was opened 
by the porter. The first person with whom he exchanged saluta- 
tions was Adam,* who appeared in the form of a decrepit old man, 
and hailed him as the greatest and best of Ids posterity. The 
whole firmament swarmed with angels all busy in their several 
occupations, some watering the clouds, others chaunting hymns* 
They appeared in all manner of shapes, — men, beasts, and 
birds; for each assumed the likeness, of those terrestrial crea- 
tures intrusted to their spiritual guardianship. The most con- 
spicuous of these was the angel or representative of the cocks, 
white as snow, and of such gigantic stature that his head touched 
the second heaven (a distance of 500 years^ travel) ; or, as 

* Mohammedan authors dtflTer ia the location of the |>atriarchs. Frw 
will dispute, and we have not thougLt it important to contest points of fuhn* 
lous precedency. 
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Others affirm, reached through all the seven heavens. He as- 
sisted in the matin songs of the angelic, choirs, and gave the 
signal for all his species to crow, whether material or immaterial. 

The second heaven was of pure gold, and contained twice as 
many angels as the first. Here Mohammed was saluted by 
Noah, who commended himself to his prayers ; but he was not 
permitted to take further notice of the various marvels he saw. 
The third heaven was made of precious stones, and more popu- 
lous than the second. Here the travellevs were greeted by David 
And Solomon, and saw a huge angel called the Faithful of God, 
who had 100,000 others under his command. In the fourth 
heaven, which was of emerald, they received the' felicitations of 
£nocfa and Joseph. Here they beheld an angel of a very stern 
and terrible aspect ; the distance between whose eyes was equal 
to 70,000 days’ journey according to the rate of Arabian travel- 
ling; and such was his capacity, that he could*' have swallowed 
the seven heavens and seven earths as easily as a pea. Hefore 
him was a large table on which he was continually writing ; in- 
serting the names of all that were born, computing the days of 
their lives, and blotting tliem out from his register the moment 
their allotted portion of years expired. It was Azrael, the angel 
of death, whose emissaries traverse the earth perpetually, keep- 
ing watch over thelssues of human life. No smile ever lighted 
up his dismal visage ; his business being to weep and make la*- 
mentations for the sins of mcn.^ 

Into the fifth heaven, which was cono^osed of adamant, they 
were admitted by a gate of pure silver, inscribed with the Mo- 

* Prideaux aondebcendA (und so docs Maracci) fo in serious combat 

wHh ibis phantom. As' tlie distsifee between a maiiVs eyes is in |tropor4ioii.< to 
bis bei{j;bt as to I to 72,- he calculates that this an;j;cl iniist have been fuur times 
the length of all the sev«n henvciis, and' therefore could not stand 4n one of 
them. “ Here,” aays be, “ Uahomec was out in hit matbematics.** But a cap- 
tious Mussulman might argue with the dean that the angel was not' intend erf to 
afond, butto «ff} for he (old Mobammed be bad not iiermisoion to quit bis 
desk from the creation of man till the final judgment.-* /VifI \* Cl, See 
mUoBuilin/’# Sifmp, /uO, cap. bO; and Furchai Pit lib. il. cap. 20, 
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hammcdaii creed. Aaron gratulatcd them on their arrivaL 
This sphere was the great storehouse of God's wrath ;~a black 
and horrid pit, vomitting forth a thick smoke, the stench of 
which was insupportable. The presiding angel of this infernal 
treasury was hideously deformed, his withering look being enough 
to blast the material universe. His eyes were of rolling flame; 
his face like copperas, disfigured with wens and excrescences ^ 
and around him lay darts and chains of Are, the terrible instru- 
ments of divine vengeance, which were kept in constant prepar* 
ation for rebellious sinners— especially for the unbelieving Arabs. 
Quitting these drear;^ mansions they advanced to the sixth hca-*- 
ven, which was of carbuncle. At some distance they perceived 
an aged man, with shaggy hair, clothed in w woollen garment^ 
and leaning on a staiE It was Moses who saluted his brother 
prophet; but immediately burst into tears at the thought that 
this Arabian boy'’ would be instrumental in bringing more of the 
race of Ishamel into paradise than he and all the ^prophets had 
done of the Jewish nation. Here they met with another prodigy 
in pneumatology,~an angel, one half of whose body was snow 
and the other Are ; yet these discordant elements were neither 
melted nor extinguished. 

But the most marvellous of all created beings was the tutelar 
angel of the seventh heaven. He liad 70,000 beads, each head 
70,000 faces, each face as many mouths, each mouth as many 
tongues, and each tongue spoke seventy thousand different Ian* 
guages, all of which wcjfe employed incessantly in praise and 
adoration. This last and highest of tlie celestial spheres wan 
made of divine light. Here was the abode of Abraham ; and, 
according to some, of Jesus Christ, who is aUegodco have tr^ted 
Mohammed with the same respect as. theotlier prophets*^ 

thinits, hi ' this * latter kialaiire, the '|>ropUet altered his style ef 
Balutation, acknowledging the superiority of the Messiah, ...a soppositm at 
variance with the doctrine tavght in the Koraut 
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Having penetrated to the lotus-tree (Al Sedra), which is the 
ntmost limit of created knowledge^ the boundary of these delici- 
ous regions, beyond wliich no angel dares to pass, Gabriel took 
leave of his fellow-traveller, commending him to the protection 
of superior spirits during the remainder of his journey. Con- 
^nuing his march through ranks of glorlRed cherubim, and cross- 
ing two seas, one of light and one of darkness, the s olitary pro- 
phet passed the 70,000 veils of separation, each being a journey 
of 500 years in thickness, and the same in distance between them. 
They were composed, some of darkness, others of fire, snow, 
water, ether, and chaos. Finally, he pierced the veils of beauty, 
of perfection, of omnipotence, of singularity, of immensity, and 
of uii’ty. When the last of these was raised, 70,000 spirits 
were seen postratc before the throne, which was surrounded by a 
Eght of the most dazzling brightness. A voice commanded him 
to draw near ; oh which he advanced till witHin two cubits, or 
lows’ length, of the Divine presence. Asa mark of his favour, 
the Almighty, we are informed, laid his hand on the prophet’s 
•boulder, when a feeling of intense cold thrilled to the marrow 
ever his whole frame ; but was immediately succeeded by a 
sensation of inexpressible sweetness. This was followed, as be 
pretended, by a long and familiar intercourse with the Supreme 
Being, who revealed to him many hidden mysteries, instructed 
him in the knowledge of his law, and conferred on him several 
extraordinary privileges. The last of his instructions was the 
command of fifty daily prayers, .afterw|ird reduced by the advice 
ef Moses to five enjoined on all Mussulmans. 

Bidding adieu to these glorious regions, Mohammed rejoined 
lis conductor Gabriel, whom be found by the lotus-tree. The 
travellers now bent their course towards the earth, receiving 
every where, as they passed, the compliments and benedictions 
ef angel^ who flocked in crowds to salute them. At Jeru- 
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Salem tliey found Rorak in the exact position they had left him ; 
and in less than a second they arrived at Mecca, — the slumbering 
inliubitants being quite unconscious of the transactions of that 
111 arvellous expedition : for the whole journey, the labour of so 
many tliou.<>an(l years, was performed in the tenth part of a night. 
Such is the celebrated Histonf of the Ascension^ as Abu Horaira 
calls it, whose minute and circumstantial account we have a^ 
bridged from G agn i er. 

A controversy arose, and continued long to divide the Mo- 
hammedan world, Whether the nocturnal voyage was a real and 
corporeal journey, or merely a vision. Ayesha, his wife, main- 
tained (or tradition in her name) tliac the prophet never left her 
bed, and that his spirit, and not his body travelled. Some com- 
promised the miracle, by admitting a real translation of the body 
from Mecca to<IcriisaIcm, but regarding the ascension itself as a 
dream. Others strenuously maintained tbo corporeity of the 
whole voyage from beginning to end ; declaring that to deny this 
was a damnable error, and as much an act of infidelity as to reject 
the Koran. The Turks celebrate the 20 th night of llajeb by a 
grand festival, in commemoration of this event.* 

While Mecca was filled with disputes on the nocturnal voyage, 
and ridiculing its author as a dreamer and a visionary, the streets 
of Medina resounded with liis praises. The zealous converts 
there, twelve of whom had been vested by Mohammed with apos- 
tolical authority, bad animated others with their own enthusi- 
asm, and considerably multiplied the nunaberof proselytes. 

Mosaab their chief repaired to Mecca, at the time of the pil- 
grimage, with seventy-three men and two women, all eager to do 
obeisance at the feet of their master, and pvofler him their assis- 
tance. At a private conference Al Abbas explained to them 
the persecutions his nephew had suffered on account of his opi- 

*Vi(|p Mm?, irni*'. Ui-t. v.jl i. p, 80, amlttwUiurilicsqtjotei! liieiv, Kyr.-ui, 

wii, 
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Dions; the necessity of ahancloning his native place to seek 
protection elsewhere ; and the favourable asylum, which seemed 
to present itself in their generous proposal. And what will be 
our recompense should we fall in the quarrel?'' ^^Paradisc !” 
This single word fixed their determination. They expressed 
their resolution to defend, and never to betray him ; and took 
an oath to commit no vice, and to protect him will) life and for- 
tune, “ as they would their wives and children, against all na- 
tions, black and red, who should dare to oppose the faith and the 
apostle of the Ivoran." To tlm solemn pledge of mutual fideli- 
ty, called the Women's Oath, may be traced the first vital spark 
of the Saracen empire. 

The filtered fortunes of the impostor changed the course of hia 
policy, and his ambition seemed to drop its veil in proportion as 
the means of support increased. Hitherto liisj)retended re- 
velations had spoken nothing but the language of peace and for- 
bearance. But no sooner did a concurrence of favorable circum- 
stances draw over a sufficient party to his views, and open a 
friendly retreat in the heart of a warlike city, then he threw off 
the mask, and resolved to substitute a mode of conversion less 
tedious and uncertain in its operation than the gentler arts of 
argument and persuasion. The permission of Heaven to take 
up defenbivc arms was changed into tlic stern command to make 
war. C’hapter after chapter descended, to encourage the faithful 
in the work of extirpation; for Gabriel, who had withheld these 
injunctions so long as discretion was the bCttcr part of valour, 
was now ready to quicken the sacred process of excision by new 
revelations, “ jMake war against unbelievers — strike off their 
heads, and strike off the ends of their fingers. This shall they 
-^suffer because they have resisted God and his apostle.” (Chap, 
viii, and xlvii.) 

Of the secret confederacy with the Medinians the Eorcish were 
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soon apprised ; and they foresaw the possibility of J immediate 
invasion from the two mos^t warlike tribes in their vicinity. An 
extraordinary counert was assembled, headed by Abu Soflan, 
who had usurped the sovereignty of Mecca at tlie dc atli of Abu 
Talcb, and thus excluded the family of llcsham (rom the throne. 
1'he proposition of Abu Jehcl was carried, that Mohammed 
should be put to death by as'^assination. A man from cacli tribe 
was to be selected, who with their poniards were to c?cccutc the 
sentence while he lay asleep ; and by imbruing so many liands 
in the guilty deed, they hoped to overpower ;niy altcnipts on the 
part of his kiusmciib or followers to avenge his death. The de- 
voted apostle had timely information (hy the agency of (Jabriel, 
or rather the aid of a human spy) of this conspiracy, though the 
following night was to have witnessed its execution, lie commu- 
nicated the secret to the generous Ali ; and liaving instructed 
liim to wrap himself in his green mantle and lie down in his phif e, 
he took his departure ; eluding by this stratagem the vigilance 
of the assassins, who had already planted a guard at the door. 
Favoured by the darkness of the night, I^rohammed reached the 
house of Abu llekcriii safety. AVithout delay these two fugitives 
left the city on foot; and, to lull suspicion, repaired with a 
hired guide to the cave of Thor, a hill three miles from Mecca, 
where they lay concealed for three days, receiving in the tw ilight 
of each evening, from Abdallah and Asama,thc son and daughter 
of Abu Beker, a secret supply of intelligence and food. 

Meantime the assassins, perceiving through a crevice their 
supposed victim, and wtiiting in anxious sHcnce the approach of 
slumber, remained on the watch tin morning, when they were 
undeceived by the appearance of Ali, whom they allowed to 
escape unmolested. ITie intrepidity of the heroic youth com- 
manded the respect of the Koreish, and was made the subject of 
exalted panegyric by the Moslem; historians, who have held up 
his fidelity in exposing his own life to save that of his benefactor 
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as an example wlilch angels were recommended to imitate. Two 
of these spiritual messengers, we are told, were stationed near 
his bed, the one at the head, the other at tjic foot ; but their 
presence seemed to have failed in quieting his agitation ; for, in 
some verses still extant, he has expressed with considerable pa- 
thos the conflicting emotions of hope and fear, of tenderness for 
his friend and conlidcncc in religion, which filled his bosom on that 
occasion with perplexing suspense. 

Stung with rage aod disappointment, the Koreish sent spies 
and armed parties to explore every haunt in the neighbourhood 
of the city ; and offered a reward of a hundred camels to any 
man that should take the adventurer alive or dead. They ar- 
rived at the cavern, whose terrified inmates overheard their con- 
versation. ‘‘ We are only two,*” said the trembling Abu Beker, 
•who had shed many bitter tears, at the desperate fortunes of his 
master. There is a third,” replied the undaunted prophet, — 
“ It is God himself.” A cherished tradition of *1110 vVrabs has 
invented a providential deceit, which saved the fugitives, — a 
pigeon’s nest with two eggs, and a spider’s web drawn completely 
across the nioutli of the passage. Convinced from these ap- 
pearances that the place was solitary and inviolate, the pursuers 
desisted from all further examination. The virtues of this 
miracle, Mohammed used to say, were better tlian a coat of 
double armour in defending him from the swords of Irs enemies.* 
The greatest impatience was manifested at Medina for the 
coming of the prophet. At the suburbs he was met by 500 of 
the inhabitants, who received him with ijvery possible demon- 
stration of joy. Here he was again joined by the faithful Ali, 

* A1 Damiri, in lii» history of Animah, assures us, (hat in memory of this 
event, the was heUI sacred hy the Mu;siiluians j and (hat, fur the .^ame 

reaifton, Mohanuned furhade the killing of sidders. Same allege, that the fable 
of the ejgeon whisperinsf revelations into hfe ear, to persuade his followers as 
*the Christians relate, that he was divinely inspircil, took its origin from this 
circufnfrt“»nce.— l^ocofAe, Spec p. 186. HtHund. tie ilelig. Moham. p. 85S> Gera, 
nfer. La Vie de Mtdiom, p. 390, Groiius^ de Veriiai, Melig, VhrUL ^ 
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within three clays after liis arrival. Tlie day of his entering the 
town, which now changed its name of Yatreb for that of Medina 
(or Medinat el Nebbi, theVity of the Prophet ), is generally ad- 
mitted to have been the l6th of Rebiah 1. , he having left Mecca 
on the first of that month.* 

The religion of the Koran, after struggling with thirteen years 
of misfortune, might have withered in the bud, had it not struck 
firm root in the loyalty aud devotion of the Medinian converts. 
The first care of the apostle was to erect a place of worship, where 
he might publicly discharge the sacred functions of his office. A 
small parcel of desolate ground was purchased by Abu Ilekcr, and 
on this chosen spot* were founded a mosque and a house for the 
prophet. It was the patrimony of two orphans ; aud the enemies 
of Mohammed have gravely but falsely accused him of despoiling 
the helpless children of tlicir inheritance."}- 

To hasten the completion of this venerable structure, Moham- 
med laboured vrtth his own hands ; it was merely a rude chapel 
with mud u alls, on which was placed a roof of palm -leaves, sup- 
ported by the trunks of date-trees for pillars. Near it was built 


^ The departure of the prophet has (txeil the memorable epoch of the Heijirn, 
or Flight, the era by which the Muhaniincdan « .'itions still coiiipiite their lunar 
years. Like lliat of the Christians, it. was not introduced until siune lime after 
the death of its foiindirr. Its appointment beionus to the Cali pb Omar, n ho, 
bein*' appealed to in a controversy between a «lebtor and his creditor, the for- 
mer alle^iiit;^ that the month mentioned in the bill did not beJon<* to the cuiTciit 
yeur« but to the followiiis:, and consequently that the money demanded was 
i^ot then due, urUaiiied, that to remedy all such incunyeuicuceH, their lonaputa- 
tions ill future should b«wiii with the f1i'.>ht of the apostle from Mec ca. T\\\* 
new epoch, however, made no alteration in the ancient form of the Arabian 
year, which commenced, as before, on the first of the month Itloharra ni, fiftw 
nine days earlier than the departure of the prophet. But in order to .•siuiplify 
their calculations, the Hejira was made to pret-ede the rijal event by fifty -niue 
days, and is generally su||)poHed to correspond with Friday, the 16th of July, in 
t he year of our chronology 6*22. 

t Pridcauy’s story of the robJiery of the poor orphans, sons of a earpentei'^ 
»tid the injustice of the impostor, is shown to be erroneous. A1 Najjar, which 
lie translates carpenter, was the name of a rich and imble tri be. Ciagiiier ad. 
duces the authority of .lannabi and Bokhari, that the groiind was oiTered hint 
in a present, which he refused ; and that Abu Bcker paid the money out of his 
own pocket. Us lui disent, * O Apotre de Dieu, nous vous le ccdoiis en pur 
^on.' Le Prophete voulut absolument Pacheter, et Abu Becre iepayade ses 
propres dcnicrs.’*-^Za Vie de Mah. p. 302. 
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a house for liis youthful bride, Aycslia, then only in her ninth 
year, — such is the premature ripeness of Eastern climes. Already 
the Prophet had divided his affections bct^iMjen her and Sawdai 
one of his earliest disciples ; and shortly after he espoused 
llaphsa, the widowed daughter of Omar; thus confirming his 
interests by forming matrimonial connexions with three of the 
principal men of his party. The etiquette of a f^eparate habitation 
was a mark of attention which he paid to all his wives ; ami in a 
brief space, the new temple savr its precincts adorned with nine 
of these conjugal mansions. 

The next and most essential object of JMohammed was to 
amalgamate the jarring elements of his congregation. The 
Medinian proselytes bad received the honourable title of Ansars, 
or Helpers, and the exiles of Mecca took the name of Moha- 
jerin, — Uefagees, or companions ofhis flight. To eradicate the 
the seeds of jealousy which this distinction miglu create, both 
parties were bound by a fraternal league, not only to live in peace 
and concord^ but to love and cherish each other with the tender-i 
ness of brothers. As an additional tie, he joined them in pairs?, 
each refugee being coupled with an auxiliary companion. This 
expedient was completely successful. Tho holy brotherhood 
respected their obligations both in peace .and war, during the life 
of their master vied with each other in a generous rivalry of loy- 
alty and valour. Once only in an accidental quarrel was the 
voice of discord known to interrupt their affectionate union ; but 
such was the stern spirit of their fidelity, that the believing son 
offered to lay the head of his idolatrous add offending father at 
the apostlc^s feet. 

The second year of the Hejira was ushered in with the institutiojo 
of certain external rites of the Mohammedan worship. To gratify 
the Jews, the kebla^ or point to which they turned their faces in 
prayer, was fixed in the direction of Jeruralcm ; but in trying to 
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Ingratitatc liimself with the Ansarian party, the Prophet greatly 
displeased the Arabs, Vliom nothi ng could wean from their res- 
pect for the Kaaba. Again the omnipotence of retelation was 
called in ; and henceforth all true IMiissulmans were commanded^ 
from whatever quarter they might come, to turn their faces to 
the Ilaram^ or Holy Temple of Mecca. In order to silenc® 
heretics and revilers, whose bhjections had so teased and perplexed 
him at his outost, Moha mmed resolved to interdict in future the 
presumption of doubting his mission, or disputing about his reli- 
gion. Death was the aw ard in the Koran for all who should dare 
to contradict or oppose any of the doctrines he taught. Fighting 
and i\ot controversy was now to be the only legitimate mode of 
propagating the true faith ; and its opponents, of whatever creed 
must either believe at the point of the lance, or redeem their lives 
by submitting tevpay an annual tax for their infidelity. 

The enthusiasm of the Arabs w as thus doubly inflamed, by the 
hope of plunder and the promise of a sensual paradise. The de- 
crees of an absolute fate, which would extinguish both industry 
and valour if men were left to the influence of a merely specula- 
tive belief, were dexterou sly turned into instruments for inspiring 
the disciples of the Ko ran with the most exalted and reckless 
Courage. The companions of the Prophet advanced to battle 
without fear. As nothing was left to chance, there was no i^om 
for danger ordisma y. The same inevitable destiny that might 
h avc ordained th em to perish in their beds, would not overtake 
them a moment sooner on the field of death, or render their per- 
sons more insecure amid the arrows of the enemy. The lot of 
all was determined by a fixed and resistless predestination ; with 
this difference, that while the man of peace departed obscure and 
inglorious, the fallen warrior had before his eyes the crown of 
martyrdom and the joys of paradise. « The sword,” exclaimed the 
military apostle, is the key of heaven and of hell ! A drop of 
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blood shed in the cause of God, a night spejat in arms, is of more 
avail than two months^ fasting or prayer. Whoever falls in battle* 
his sins are forgiven ; at the day of judgment his wounds shall 
be resplendent as vermilion, and odorous as musk; andthelos» 
of his limbs shall be supplied by the wings of angels and cheru- 
bim. The valiant martyrs of the faith were allowed to antici- 
pate the voluptuouo enjoyments of another world, by the li-- 
cense of embracing the female captive? as their wives or concu- 
bines. The interval of the four sacred months, which had hi- 
therto suspended the fury of the most hostile tribes, was disre- 
garded, that no impediment might retard the victorious Mos- 
lems in their mighty career of pillage and proselytism. ' The 
distribution of the spoil was regulated by the autliority of reve- 
lation. The whole plunder of the forage or the battle-field was 
to be collected in one comm on mass. A fifth f>art of the Pro- 
phet reserved to himself for charitable and pious uses ; the re- 
mainder was to be divided among the soldiers, including those 
■who guarded the camp as well as those who had been actually 
engaged. The portion of the slain devolved to their widows 
and orphans ; and to encourage the increase of cavalry, each 
horseman was allotted a double share. 

The hostile principles inculcated by the Koran did not long 
remain a dead or speculative precept. In the twelfth month af- 
ter his settlement at Medina the despised and persecuted out- 
cart of Mecca proclaimed a Holy Wat against the Koreish.^ 
Various ambuscades were stationed to annoy their commerce, 

seizing the caravans as they winded through the narrow defiles 
of the mountairfe. Parties of three or fourscore horsemen con- 
tinued to reconnoitre month after month without gaining any im- 
portant advantage. But the failure of these preliminary attempts 

Jannabiy dterl by Gaenier, «eeins to hint that the Korci^li were the first 
Vie de JUmk. tome ii. lib. iii. ebap, 2, 
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was speedily redeemed by IVrohammcd himself on the plain of 
lledr, one of the usual watering stations, about forty miles from 
Mecca. Spies had brought him intelligence that a caravan of 
the idolaters, consisting of about 1000 camels richly laden with 
grain, fruit, and other costly merchandise, was on its return from 
guarded with an escort of only thirty or forty men, com- 
manded by Abu Sofian in person. Persuaded that this valuable 
and apparently easy prey was within his grasp, he resolved to ad. 
Vance at the head of a small detachment of troops to intercept it.. 
This sacred hand of warriors did not exceed 313 men, of whom 
seventy- seven were Mohajerins, and the rest chiefly Ansars. So 
poorly were iliey accommodated in regard to cavalry, that they 
could muster only two horses and seventy camels, which they 
mounted by turns. The plan of tbei r future operations being 
decided, the letter of the faitliful advanced, and pitched liis 
tents at a short distance from the enemy. A slight intrench- 
ment was thrown up to cover the flank of his troops ; and for the 
safety of his own person, a temporary structure of wood, over- 
shadowed with green boughs, was erected, with a fleet camel 
standing ready harnessed, that in case of defeat he might avoid 
the chance of being taken prisoner ; for, however assured the 
Prophet might be of Divine assistance, he had too much sagaci- 
ty to despise th^ use of human means. Ilurnhlg with zeal and 
mutual hatred, the troops on both sides rushed ibriously to the 
charge. The idolaters were three to one ; but the superiority of 
numbers was overbalanced by the reckless intrepidity of fanati- 
cism. 

While the Mosfleine nobly sustained the assaolt 6f iheit atl^^ 
versaries, their commanded fervently itddressed Deaven ih tlieif 
behalf Seated with Abu lleker ih his Wdodeh sahetnaty, Witif 
liis eye fixed on the field of battle : « Courage, toy d^dron, §it4 
fight like toon !— ^loiie yotlr raoka, discharge ydn? arrHwiii and 
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and tire day is 3 ^oiLir own. O Ood ! execute wliat thou hast pro* 
inised;’ alluding to the celestial reinforcement which he had de- 
manded of Gabriel. In this manner he continued in groat per- 
turbation to wrestle witli Providence till the mantle fell from 
his shoulders. Then starting as from a trance^ — ‘^Triumph, 
Abu Bckcr! triumph ! behold tho squadrons of ITcaven flying to 
our aid f It is not improbable he had observed his little ar- 
my beginning to waver or give way, and adopted this pretext 
for rekindling their enthusiasm. At that decisive moment he 
mounted Itis horse, placed himself at their bead, and in a feW 
verses of the Koran announced the arrival of the'r celestial aiix- 
ilaries. 'J’ho Mussulmans were inflamed with renewed ardouiv 
and imagined that the heavenly militia were to fight their bat- 
ties. The Koreish were disiYKiyed and fled, leaving seventy of 
their warriors dead on the field, and seventy prisoners in tho 
hands of the Faithful. 

The glory of this first victory of the Moslems,* the Koran has 
more than once piously attributed to the effect of Divine assist- 
ance. Their historians relate that the angelic chivalry, with 
Gabriel At their head, did frightful execution with their invisi- 
ble swords on the terrified idolaters; though we cannot help 
tliinking a smaller number than 3,^)00 (others say 9,000) might 
have sufficed for the destruction of threescore and ten of the 
Koreish. Such stories must to us appear idle and ridiculous ; 
but they were the fuel with which Mohammed inflamed the mar- 
tial enthusiasm of his army. 1 1 was by fostering the idea of God 
being their protector that he rendered them invincible ; and such, 
V('as the empire he had obtained over their imaginations, that he 
found it his interest to attribute to miracles tlicremaikable sue-*' 
cess which arose from the blind fanaticism wherewith he hAd 
himself inspired them. 

The capture of their last caravan had determined the Meccans^ 
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in tlicirncxt joiirney to Syria, to take the eastern route, thronoli 
the desert, and aloiijj; tlie borders of Ira *. Ihit it was in vain 
that their camels explored a new road. Tlie banks of thoEu- 
phrates were not more secure than the slmres of the Hcd Sea. 
'Jlic vaiiani: Zaid, with a body of i5D0 horse, had (»rders to inter- 
cept and seize this wealthy prize ; and so gallantly did ho execiUe 
his commission, that he overtook the enemy at Al Karda, in the 
desert of Ncjed ; where, after defeating the escort, lie made 
himself master of the entire caravan. The value of tlic plunder 
may be conjectured fi*om the fact, that of the money alone the 
apostle’s fifth amounted to 20,000 or 25,000 drachms. 

These repeated losses filled tlic Koreish with shame and rage. 
The effusions of the muse wove employed to stir up the passions 
of the indignant citizens. Caab, a Jew and an invetrate enemy 
of Mohammed, inveighed bitterly against him in satUMcal verges 
•— an iinpruden?c that cost him his life, as he was soon after as- 
sassinated by an emissary of the Prophet. The moment of 
excitement was favourable ; and Abu Sofian speedily c{)!Iocted a 
body of 3,000 men, of whom 200 were cavalry, and 'jfOO were 
armed with cuirasses or coats of mail. Their march was nttend- 
cd by his wife Honda and fifteen other matrons of the Ivoroisli, 
carrying timbrels and acting the part of drummers. To animate 
the courage of the troops they sung the elegies of Caab, lamenting 
the disasters of Hcdr, and exhorting their warriors to fijrlu valiant- 
ly. They proceeded without meeting the least vcbistarice, and 
encamped at a village jritliin six miles of Medina. 

Mohammed was apprized of their approach ; but, as he could 
oppose them only with a very inferior force, he thought it more 
advisible to await their attack within the walls of the city, than 
hazard an engagement in the open plain. Most of the officers, 
however, espoused a contrary opinion, and demanded to be led 
to battle. After morning prayers, the army of the Uelieveri 
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amounting to about 1,000 men, of whom 200 were cuirassiers, 
left the capital, and encamped on the base of Mount Ohud, 
at the distance of six miles to the nortlAvard. 'I'he daunt- 
less apostle, though deserted by fifty of his followers, dispostd 
of liia troops to the best advantage. Having no cavalry,— 
for, except the horse on which he rode, there was not one in the 
whole army, — he posted fifty archers in the rear ; fearing ho 
might be surrounded by the enemy, who ^^cre at least three times 
his number. The cuirassiers lie placed in the centre; and hav- 
ing made these dispositions, lie ordered the wliole line to await 
calmly the signal of attack. The archers, on* whom chiefly the 
fortune of the day depended, he strictly commanded not to quit 
their position, even should the front give way. The Koreisli drew 
up in form of a crescent ; the centre commanded by Abu Sofian^ 
and the right by the famous Khaled, the bravest and, most suc^ 
cessful of the Arabian generals. The rcar-guawh or body of 
reserve, w^as under the surveillance of the heroic llcnda and her 
matrons, who cheered the standard-bearers as they passed. 

lioth armies stood facing each other. At the word of attack, 
the Moslems fell upon ihe idolaters with afury that nothing could 
ivithstand. The weight of the charge broke tljeir centre, drove 
tjiein down the hill, and might have secured to the IH’licveis 
a bloodless victory, had they attended to the orders of their able 
comiftander. liut the whole advantage was lost by the impatient 
rapacity of the archers. Elated at ibis first instance of success, 
and hurried away with the avidity of plunder, they abandoned 
the important station that had been assigned them. Their dis- 
persion left the Mussulman army entirely unsupported, and 
destitute of its chief defence a circumsts^nce which did not 
esioapetbe practised eye of the intrepid Khaled. Seizing the 
•favourable moment, he made a rapid wheel witlv his cavalry, and 
attached the Moslems, flank and rear, i^ith such l>r«arery that. 
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they were soon thrown into a state of complete disorder, aiyl ex- 
posed to the carnage of a ruthless and vindictive foe. To terriiy 
them still more, he raised the cry that Mohammed was slain,. 
Courage and presence of mind forsook the believers. 'J Iio rout 
became general ; nor could the voice or example of the Prophet, 
who fought with desperate valour, rally fora moment his hrokca 
and discomfited troops. Hurrounded witli a few of his bravest so!* 
diers, he contested the victory with a heroism worthy of a better 
cause. Firm and cool, he exposed his person freely wherever tli* 
clanger appeared greatest. He was assailed by showers of stones* 
arrows, and javelins^ and saw many of his gallant officers woundoJ. 
by his side. When Mosaah fell dead at his feet, he seixed the 
standard and planted it in tlie hand of Ali Thp ferocious iflO'del* 
bad penetrated to the spot where he stood, encouraging his gener- 
ous followers, who had formed a guard or rampart around him. 1 m 
thetumult of the affray, he was struck from his horse, woundei 
and bleeding to the ground; his face w^as dangerously pierced by 
by ten javelins, whose iron liicads stuck in the wound ; two of ht« 
tectli were beaten out; his lip cleft to the bone ; and his life itself 
must have fcillcn a sacrifice had not Tclha, nephew of Abu Hekec, 
received a blow levelled at his master, wliicli, shattered his arm sa 
as to deprive him of its use ever after. Yet, in the midst of coii-^ 
fusion and dismay he calmly reproached the impious Otba foe 
staining the visage of a prophet with blood, and blessed' iks 
friendly hand that stanched his womids, and conveyed him to a 
place of safety. ^ 

Finding therumour jof his death a fidsc alarm, Othman and m 
chosen body of adherents returned to the charge, and with die 
most determined valour succeeded in rescuing the apnstje from 
his furious assailants, and bore him to a village in the nieghbour- 
hood, where he obtained the necessary refresliments of water 
and repose. The day wap totally lost. The Moslems number* 
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cd sewjnty martyrs. At tlielr head was the bravo FTamza. who 
was secretly stabbed to ihc heart with a lapce by a slave, ui tho 
commencement of the action, while fighting among the foveinost. 
Abu Heker, Omar, and Othman were wounded. The assurance 
of paradise was the reward of the fallen ; while seventy-two 
prayers obtained for llam^ta a place among the inhabitants of 
♦he seventh heaven, with the glorious title of the Lion of God. 

The infidels remained masters of the field ; but tbe orderly 
retreat of the Moslems deterred them from attempting pursuit, 
or taking advantage of their success. They stripped tlie slain^ 
committing on their senseless trunks the most revolting excesses 
of vengeance- 7'heir noses and ears were cut off, and worn in 
triumph by the victors, as necklaces, bracelets, and bolts. Hen- 
da, recovered from her panic, with a barbarity rare even among 
savages, tore out the entrails of flamza, gnawed his liver with 
her teeth, and swallowed part of the bloody morsel. A bu Sofian 
cut slices off his cheeks, and hoisted them on the end of a spear; 
shouting praises to Hobal, their popular deity, and bis victorious 
religion. This brutal exultation might satiate their fury, but 
it lost them the best fruits of the action. Instead of glutting 
their revenge by a useless cruelty, the Koreish might have follow- 
ed up their success by marching on Medina, then in a state of 
weakness and mutiny, owing to a quarrel with the Jews. The 
pillage of that capital, the strongest motive in Arabian warfare, 
would have supplied them with fresh courage ; a few hour.s might 
have put an end fo the rising empire of the apostle and theKo- 
l*an, and again restored to the Kaaba the allegiance of its revolt- 
ed worshippers. 

' This disaster threatened to anniliilato the Prophets reputation* 
With his usual confidence he had predicted the entire overthrow 
of the idolaters ; and presented one of his officers with a sword, 
tfn the blade of which certain victory^^ was engraven. The 
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Mosletns, unaccustomed to reverses, were greatly cliagrined* 
Some murmured at the loss of their friends and relations ; others 
expressed doubts as to liis pretensions to the Divine favour; 
since, had he been a true apostle, Heaven, they said, would not 
have suffered the infidels to triumph over him in battle. To 
these objections Mohammed had a ready answer. The clamour^ 
of those who were not altogether satisfied with the sublime doc- 
trines of eternal fatef and the felicities of martyrdom, he put ® 
silence by throwing the wlrolc blame and disgrace of the loss on 
their own sins. 

Since the treaty of alliance between the Jews and Moslems^ 
at their settlement in M edina, they had lived in peace and har^i 
mony, enjoying mutual liberty of conscience, and all the privi^ 
leges of free citi;8en8. An insult to*an Arabian milkmaid intci^ 
rupted this cordiality, and occasioned a wat of extermination 
against the pelple of the synagogue. The tribe of Kainoka 
t?erc driven into exile, and all their property confiscated. The 
Nadhirites possessed a strong fortress three miles from MediniK 
To this Mohammed laid siege, and for six days it maintained an 
obstinate defence; but seeing no prospect of assistance, while 
their palm-groves were laid in ashes, they agreed to capitulate on 
condition of marching out with their lives, and as much of theit? 
moveable.s as a single camel could export. T lie remainder of 
tlic spoil fell into the hands of the besiegers; and, contrary to 
express la\v, instead of a fifth, Mohammed appropriated the 
whole booty to himself^ to be distributed at pleasure. This stra-» 
tagem was an expedient to recompense the devoted fidelity of the 
Refugees, now become his favorite disciples. The policy wae 
not without danger ; but the fifty-ninth sura ( the emigration) 
descended, expressly to ratify this monopoly, on the ground thai 
neigther horses nor camels were used in this expedition. Thus 
easily was Heaven made to contradict itself. One divine ora» 
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cle superseded the obligaticns of anotlidi*, and cancelled the pi^e* 
tensions of the whole a}mj% in order that their crafty general 
»aigiu discharge his debts of private gratitude. 

The fifth year of the Hejira beheld the territory of Medina 
Tiiolated liy an allied army of Jews and idolaters, and the city of 
the Prophet menaced with utter destruction. For this hostile 
Biovement the vigilant apostle was not unprepared ; and by the 
tidviceof Salman the Persian, he caused, for the protection of 
tlie city, a deep ditch or intretiehinent to be dug round it. The 
hearts of the believers quaked to behold their suburbs covered 
with tents, and bristling with a Arrest of moving spears; but 
their general, concealing his own apprehensions, loudly reproach- 
ed them with their want of faith. After twenty days of iiicffec- 
Uve blockade, and finding their prospects of success entirely 
frustrated by divisions in their own camp, the confederate forces 
Broke up the siege, and prepared tq return home.* These disSen- 
i^ions, it is generally believed, were foirtcnted by the emissaries of 
Mohammed, who liad contrived to corrupt their leading men. 
The news of their precipitate departure was welcome intelligence 
to the jMobleins, who commetnorated this expedition as the War 
of the Ditch, or of the nations, in allusion to the different tribes 
•f which the allied army was composed. 

Itelicred from their formidable assailants, the fuithfnl expect- 
ed to test from their fatigues, and enjoy the blessings of peace 
in the bosom of their families. The intention of their leader 
was very different. On the same day, ami without laying aside 
armour, Mohammed ordered his troops to march agains the Ko- 
raidites, a Jewish tribe who had joined the confederates. The 
fleldiers murmured : but it would have been impiety to disobey ; 
fhx Gabriel is made to remonstrate with him for suffering bis peo. 
pie to lay down their arms befofe the angels had laid down theirs. 
Jews defelided their fortress with valour, and during tbw 
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shge various battles were fought, distinguished by traits of in-* 
dividual heroism. After a brave resistance of twenty-five daysj 
the garrison surrendered at discretion . Seven hundred of them 
weie dragged in chains to the public market-place of Medina, 
where a pit was dug to serve as a common grave, into which they 
wore precipitated one after another, before the bloody hand of 
the executioner had time to extinguish the vital spark. This 
butchery of his helpless enemies the victor beheld with an in- 
flexible eye, and makes the Koran applaud the Divine goodness 
in giving him the lands of the slaughtered idolaters as an inhe- 
ritance. 

The sixth year of the Hejira was distinguished by no other 
military events than a series of petty excursions, which added 
considerably to the wealth of the believers, and ended in the 
subjugation of several tribes of the Arabs. Zaid undertook 
an expedition into the territory of Midian, the same pastoral 
tract where Moses kept the flocks of Jethro. The adventurers 
were rewarded by a very considerable booty ; besides a greafe 
number of women and children, whom they sold for slaves. Hi- 
therto it bad been customary in this inhuman traflic to dispose 
separately of mothers and children ; but on this occasion, the 
cries and wailings of the female captives were so distressing, 
that the apostle produced a revelation prohibiting children of a 
tender age to be sold, except conjointly with the mother. 

Successful in war, and enriched by conquest, Mohammed saw 
liimself not only at the Ijead of a reli|;ious sect, but the sovereign of 
a petty kingdom. One acquisition yet remained without which his 
authority, whether secular or sacred, could never be said to rest 
on a solid foundation. Mecca^ the ancient and venerable sanc-j 
tuary of Arabian wor8hi|i, thouglv he had granted protection to 
its commerce by an order to allow the caravans to pass unmolested, 
was still in the bands of his enemies, and a stranger to the true 
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reTigioti. To revisit the iAty itnd thetcrriple front which b«rhiiJ 

beeti dritr$;ii as a eeditiotis outcast, and to which his followers still 

€. 

looked with a lohgitig adection. Was the cherished object of btw 
fondest hopes ; and the apostle imagined the time had arrived 
when he cotild gratify the devotion of his snbjects ; for' such was 
the pretext under which he coveted his design to surjHrise tbs' 
capital of the Koreish. The Masstililtans wete transported with 
delight ; the holy banner Was itnfhrled,- and the most splenditl 
ptepatations made fdt this flMious expedition’. Fourteen hunv 
dred df his btavest ttoftps attended his marcHi dstSnsibly to pro* 
tect him from insult or opposition^ Seventy camels, adorned* 
with garlands of floWettt and leaves,- the Victims destined (of 
saetifice, advanced in front of the army. 

This religious pageant did not^ however,- impose upon the 
inhabitants. Who distrusted the intentions of ah ambitious fanatie,- 
vaied as they were under the Humble garb of pifety. Notwith-- 
standing his declarations of peace,- and Of his extreme venetatiott 
fdl: their tetnple, the Meccans informed him that if he entered' 
thteit city it must he by fore®. “ The Koreish," said Atwa, one 
of the deputies who had discoutSed' fomiliarly with the Prophet, 
*“ have put on their tiger-skins, and wowed Resistance in the face 
of heaven.*’ Mehamfoed sought a pfetext fot wat and ven- 
geance ; and the conduct of his enemies in violating the law of 
nations, by siexiiig the person of Otiihiatt his SOnhassadOr, gave 
him the advantage of having the appeaVance of justice and right 
on his Side. But neither pkr^ seemed di^osed to appeal to the 
aword. 

The Koreish fbreSaW the danger of wantonly 'provoking hos-^ 
tBities. They restored Othman to liberty, and sent a'eommissikr 
agent, Sohail, to propose condtth^S of peMe. The preK- 
Ktinacy VrOrds of the treaty weto offenSive'to the idolaters ; itod in* 
hotoenting to indy® hk nstud Mi^atoiitod displayed wei^ 
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iteeB catlior thnn pciU^. La the oeine of God widhi8 apostle," 
vas the loroiola witli which AU comnaeoeed. Suhdl jrewojtatrat- 
«d : Bad vne aokaowledgad yea to be the apostle .of .God," 
etdd he, “ we had o>fiei!ed youAo resistance." Ali wasxe^uested 
to cf&ice the obaoxlous aroids, and substitute, the iSon of Ah* 
dallidi" “No, by (4od !” ociedthis first .of believers, “ J[ shall 
fiever obliterate iibat glorious title, hlov should 1 he guilty of 
«uch profanation ?" The Prophet, less scrupulous, witli his 
own hand (imd the assisUincc of a ipiracle):remo,yed the omection, 
by writing his simpUdesignation. 

The oonelusion df this truoe filled the Idussulmans with shame 
and sorrow. They had loft Medina un the faith of assnred 
victory, and compassing the sacred enclosure of the temple i 
hut, instead of ’triumph, their visit had -ended in an Ignominious 
peace. They could -not epneeal their .chagrin, and .for the first 
time the voioesif their chief .was disregarded. Bart.pf the. plain 
on which they were encamped -li^ within .the sacred tcrrilnry, 
and the apostle, willing to covet, this disgrace with, the solemnity 
of .a pilgrimage, ordered his companions to slay their victims. 
The -command -was heard in mournful silence, and -disobeyed. 
Three times -the order .was repeated, but the (Moslems reinained 
immoveable. The .same, presence of mind tihet had extricated 
him from other dilficuhiea, did net fail him in this. Passing 
along the ranks without mttering a word, he .sehied .the first 
camel, and with his own hand perfiiimed the -rite .of immolation. 
The Ibree of example overcame tbeiriohatinacy. .In .an instan^ 
nvery viedm .was csaciifised, .and every .soldier -occupied in 
the -religious duties af shading .and. purification, -with a .seal 
and rivalry .altogetbmr mmrvsllous. Their unelanoholy ,vaa 
CBtitely^dhaipatodand harmony restored, .by .the descent .of a 
mew revelation.. which assured them,.Qf, speedy victoiy , : though v in 
ento^rise iheqriMdtanUcipatBd^ih# iBrammdaueiiMs, 



44 LIFE or MOHAMMEt. 

The Jews verc the doomed victims on which the fury of the 
rapacious believers was again to be let loose. Though weakened 
by exile and confiscation, several places of strength remained in 
their possession. With a body of 1,400 infantry, and 200 horse> 
he directed his march to Khaibar, a fortress of prodigious strength 
distant six days^ journey to the north-east of IMedina. and the 
capital of the Jewish Arabs. It was protected by eight castles, 
some of which were deemed impregnable. The besiegers opened 
their trenches ; but all their assaults were vigorously repulsed. 
The gallant behaviour on both sides protracted the siege to a 
considerable length ; and the Prophet was finally compelled to 
sound a retreat, in order to give his troops a few days' relax- 
ation. 

This interval was signalized by some remarkable traits of 
individual courage. Abu Beker and Omar had successively 
mounted the breach, with a chosen detachment ; but were forced 
to retire amid a shower of darts and arrows. The standard was 
committed to All, who fought with a valour more than human. 
In single combat he encountered Marbab, a gigantic Hebrew* 
governor of the castle, a man of prodigious strength and ferocity ; 
and with a blow of his resistless sabre, called the piercer, he cleft 
him to the teeth, though his head was defended by a ponderous 
helmet, lined with a double turban. In the fray, the lance of his 
antagonist had struck his buckler to the ground ; but the un« 
daunted Mussulman supplied its place, by tearing from its binges 
a gate of the fortress, which he wielded in his left hand during the 
whole assault, though the strength of eight men was found unable 
to move it from the spot where it lay. Such at least is the declas* 
ation of Abu Rafe, whose aeal for his master^s glory, we cannot 
help thinking, has in this exploit rather over-stepped even the 
Imodeety of romance. The fall of their champion dispirited the 
; &ey fle4 ih dismay (o Umh castle, pursued by the 
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Irious Moslems, ^ho entered with the fugitives, and took possession 

of the fort. 

This important conquest was followed by the surrender of th^ 
other castles; and lastly by the town of Khaibar itself, which 
being now destitute of its chief supports, was obliged at the end of 
ten days to capitulate. The conditions were humane, but mer- 
cenary ; the inhabitants being permitted to cultivate their land* 
and vineyards as formerly, one-half of the future produce and of 
their present effects being awarded to the Mussulmans. This 
grant was coupled with a despotic restriction, that they held their 
possessions entirely at the will of the conqueror, who might expel 
them at his pleasure. Under these severe stipulations, the Jews 
continued to possess their castles and territories undisputed tijl 
the reign of Omar, who transplanted them to Syria ; alleging the 
^ying injunction of the apostle, that one religion only should be 
tolerated in his hative land of Arabia.* 

Ope event connected with this siege still remains to be noticed 
f— an attempt to poison the apostle while supping in the fortress 
with his chiefs on a shoulder of roasted mutton. A singlw 
mouthful was sufficient to detect the fraud; but Bashar* 
one of his companions, having eaten heartily, was in- 
stantly siezed with convulsions, and expired on the spot- 
The Arabs pretend that the mutton spoke and inform- 
ed Mohammed of its being poisoned; this intelligence un- 
fortunately came too late; for, notwithstandmg the prompti- 
tude with which he rgected the deleterious morsel, be was per- 
suaded till death that the malign influence had penetrated his 

• 4ccor4mg to Niebuhr, the Karaite Jfsws in Iiig time, were in poaseftsion oT 
Khaibar, where they lived iodet>eadent under their owp aheike.— i/e«crtp. cfe 
V Arabia p. 336. Burckhardt informs us that the Jewish colony once aetlled at 
iKhaibar has wholly disappeared ; nor are there any Jews in the northern part of 
the Arabian ^Uesert. There are descendants of the Karaites still at Sanaa in Ye. 
men. The Arabs of Khaibar are of A darker complexion than the neighbottring 
B«d 0 ttio 8 .«-f in Arabia^ App. vi. p. 46|. 
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eytftem, «tul 4R]ww^ed bas day*. Revalue was the 4iir%in ef thig 
conspiracy ; and the pretext, an experiment to try the reality of 
iiis apostksh^ Tite peepetrator was Zaialb, the aister of Mar- 
hab, wiio fell by tbe hand of Ali. “ ilad you been a true pror 
phet,” Slid the heroic -Jewess, when asked the motives of her 
criminal intent, “ the poison was harmless, as ^ .must have been 
easQy -discoveredi if net, it wnnld hgve freed the world of a 
4yrant !” 

Crowaed with ^spoils and honours, the Prophet entered Medi? 
M in trhiiqph. Confinned in -bis kingly uuthoiity over his o wit 
aul^ots, he BOW assumed -the insignia of xq^alty, and the prero- 
gatives of an independent 8overeigo.,>ia despatching agents and 
embasies to foreign courts to treat ua-mnUecsof commerce, and 
wqiedally toapendteir^^to the precious-benedts ef becoming 
lus disciples. Princes were not to be addressed in the ordinary 
style of epistolary correspondence ; and hfohammed caused a 
ailver seal to be made, on wbicli was engraven, in three lines, 
JUoH^MKBD THM jifosTiiB Of Goo- The Vanity of bis chiefs 
was, flattered at the idea'of becomtog. ambassadors; and seven 
•of the aeighbouriog potei^tes, in the following order, — the 
Xing of P«wia, 4fae Emperor of the Greeks, the Governor of 
Sgypt, the blayash of ^Abyssioia, the King of Gassan, the 
Sriaee of Yemama, and the Xing of Bahrein, or Hira, were 
bonondwith ian apostolical invitation to embrace the faith of Is- 
lam> 'But the dqslumatic missmaaries were less successful with 
atfangers tban with -the A’rabs, who -chnisbedn national rever- 
••itiiwfoli.<tbe religion of Ishmael. The .. haughty Khoogroo .tore 
the letter is pieces, because .the name of “ his slave,'' Moham- 
toedf <m the s(ipeiseriptioB,toek -precedence of his own. Trom 
Emperor Heiaolius, if we may bdieve the Massuhnanwri. 
"tm, the sacrod messenger had a mote kindly reception t for they 
«niueaB,it was only the fear of losing hi# eMwn.thafrpraven to^ ^ 
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ilim from making ait open profession of his belief in the Koran.* 

With the functions^ of temporal sovereignty Mohamm'ed con« 
joined that of chief priest or pontiff* During his life, he 
himself the onl^ minister and expounder of his religion* At 
first, such was the rude simplicity of the age, he used to preach 
in the mosque at Medina leaning upon a post, the trunk of at 
palm-tree driven into the ground. Accessions of power and 
magnificence required more appropriate accommodation ; and 
at length he consented to have a stair or* pulpit made, three 
steps in height,-— the uppermost of which was occupied by him- 
self ; Abu Bekcr being seated on the second step ; and Omar om 
the third, with his feet resting on the ground. Tradition asserts^* 
that the firjst time the Prophet ascended the new rostrum, a 
dismal sound, like the lowingof a* camel, issued from the deserts 
ed beam, expressive of grief and regret; and that thesympa<^ 
thising apostle, Caressing' the disconsolate trunk in the most en« 
dearing language,* restored it to good humour, and impressed it 
with a conviction of the propriety of their separation. 

Nothing could exceed l^e respect and veneration in which 
Mohammed was held by His devoted followers. His wishes were 
anticipated, his words and looks watched with the utmost atten- 
tion. Every h air that dropped on the ground was gathered 
with superstitious care: His spittle was eagerly caught and 
preserved ; and the water in which he had made his ablutions, as 
if it inherited a sacred virtue from his touch: The eeremoniouw 
expremensdr allegiance, the formal servility of courts, are cold 
when oompared with tiiia fervour of a blind enthusiasm. ^ I 
have seen ” said Arwa, the deputy of Mecca, who hadcontem;. 
plated the Moslem camp with leisurely astonishment, 

^ If we mny credit S^naren qnd oilier Greek writers, fttolntnmed had a prr- 
AOfinl interview with Henielkiv, <ii«liow«s then at Emesa, eti iris rrtcini fhira hiS' 
l^rsiati cxpedifiotit and ceded to him such territory in Kyria . — ^femoimde VAen- 
dim tone St. ahtatthsr, lib. T. chap. 4. Ahitffctfiff rap. 40, 
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Khoosrdosof Persia and the Caesars of Rome in all their gltfty ; 
Iwt ncv4r did I behold a king among his subjects like Moham- 
med in the midst of his companions.**' 

The eighth year of the Hejira was fortunate in the spontane- 
ous conversion of three renowed proselytes, Othman, Khaled, 
and Amru, who most seasonably abandoned the sinking cause of 
idolatry. Othman was prefect or keeper of the temple, and the 
two others the future conquerors of Syria and Egypt. This 
same period was rendered memorable by the battle of Muta, 
the first in which the Moslems tried their swords against the dis- 
^plined valour of the Greeks. The apostle had sent an ambas- 
sador to the viceroy of Bosra^ offering him as be had done to* 
others the assurance of salvation on exchanging Christianity for 
the Koran ; but the sacred messenger, while reposing in peace 
and security, was assassinated by the governor of Muta, a place 
opposite the town of Kerek, on the borders df Syria. This 
email spark kindled a vast conflagration, which overspread the 
East, and raged between the two nations for 800 years. An army 
of Si^OO chosen troops, under the edmmand of Zaid, was order- 
ed to advance ; and, on the spot where the guilty deed had been 
committed, to inflict on the perpetrator the chastisement of n 
just retribution. The burning sands of the desert were crossed 
by rapid and fatiguing marches ; but the Christians were not to 
be taken by surprise. A prodigious force of 100,000 men com- 
posed of Greeks and auxiliary Arabs, was assembled. The' 
Moslems hesitated whether to give but^e or wait for reinforce- 
ments. Friends,*' cried their chief, let us cut our way 
to paradise through the ranks of the enemy. We have no al- 
ternative but martyrdom or victory !? 

Fanaticism is blind to danger; and in spite of this vastdis* 
"proportion of numbers, the believers flew to the attack, resolved 
taeom|aer ordie. Seven years of triumph had inspired them 
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^itli confidence in their gpod fortune, and a sucressful valour 
had made them inYincible^' The combat was long and bloo> 
dy. Zaid fell among the foremost, covered with wounds and 
glory. The standard of Islam as the Prophet had directed 
tvae transferred to Jafar, brother of Ali, who more than sus- 
tained the fame of his country. When his right hand wsM 
struck off, be placed the sacred banner in his left ; and 
when that too, was dismembered, he seised it between his 
bleeding stumps, and held it to his breast^ though pierced 
trith fifty wounds^ till the blow of a Roman sabte cleft hia 
head in twain. Abdallah, the third in command, met with thft 
same fate ; which so dispirited the hearts of the Mussulmans that 
they turned their backs for inglorious flight. At this crisis the 
intrepid Khaled raised the fallen standard^ and succeeded in ral- 
lying the fugitives, who returned td the charge with redoubled 
fury. The cefitre of the enemy’s line was broken, and thrown 
into complete disorder ; the rout became general, and a ferribla 
slaughter must have ensued had not darkness favoured their re« 
treat. In a nocturnal council, the command was unanimobsl j 
devolved on Khaled, who remained with his troops allnij^bt oA 
the field of battle. No plunder had yet rewarded the bravery of 
the toldiers ; but early next morning their new general, by s 
skilful manoeuvre in deploying his ranks so as to magnify their 
numbers, contrived to spread a false apprehension among tho 
vanquished Greeks, tfho fled with precipitation, leaving their 
camp,’ with the baggie and abundance of rich spoil, in the 
possession of the Victors. This brilliant achievement added 
fresh laurels to the renown of Khaled. The Prophet bestowed 
on him the title of the Sword of God. To the science of an able 
captain be joined the most heroic personal courage ; and dur. 
ing the battle, nine swards bad broken in his hand. 

The Greek writers s^k less pampously of the battle of Muta 
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thiui tile romantic Arabs, aod repreteat it as^u- action of no g#eiti 
• iarportatice tocitlier side ; but they Bcemtocerrobarate the leading 
•feet that victory declared for the Hoalems, who lost Aree emirs ;* 
their description of the imperis^army, tie *** body of troopd 
. hastily ' drawn tojj^lter,”irottld lead as to doubt of its naaericat 
-nteeiigth. 

Tiro of the tM yeara'^trdee with -the l^eoeana had sefircejy 
itiapeed when Mobaeuned accaaed themef a breach of their engage* 
iment. Whena cause'of -ijjuarcel- is eonght it ie-eaay to find n 
{pretext ; -biit the truth is, that the tNmditton of the contractin|t 
{pttwenhadaosieWhaC ditbiged. While hia-etieitfierwete weaken** 
^'by deHertieh 'sud coa^eat, he hiad;gsined'att'eogth by the 
nednedehttf subffliaaion af rarieus-petty-tribea^ The opportunitf 
trattooifisvoucdrie'tobe losti^aa he • hadtemretty determined tit 
Imiable tbeprideef theidolateta and <get posseaaion of bia native 
city. Anarmy>ef 10,060 was ready to obey his Will. Enthusiasin 
end fevengoHopeHed-tbeieuarch ; attd, notwitbatCncfing several 
Attonipt8ito*give'4he enemy 4iitiniadon, B0r coin'pletely weretheiT 
•ittovenenta cenQeafedrtbat the Mecettna .‘were only apprized of 
tiirioarrivalbytbeblalieef 10,000 fireevrithin foot parasanga of 
‘Leaving CbnCr in charge of the- camp to intercept ^1 
and communioa^ns, the Fropbet'advanced bis army infimr 
dcaachmenta to invest the townon every wide. The left wing 'Was 
cosdocted by Ali with the great standard of islaiD-atits beadrand 
the ri^tby rSbaled; while be -hHitaelf, .mounted on Idaoamel 
and clotbedht a scarlet sobe,-took the iHpr,-mid ^expcoaaly ,.pro* 
bibked bitgabendafiram «oamitt»g violence eicept ktecaes of 
igSeace, 

The inhabitants weveiitt a state of great oeintematlent' bo< it 
, fiaatee kto te ofi^ ^ketive resiataaoe. Abu Sofico eind -tworOf 

V GeotginfOrdicam (ttistorisr; Comp. p. 4ji), '^hebp'haaei rbbitilHiciepfc. 
p-.-aTS, iMBttBaltelenin tbtevAsa biaatiiiitvi aBdtlw cMss^ 
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the«hiefslncl fallen into tbeihando of^nar : to save (b«ir heads 
l^hey swore fealty to Miphamntted, net. without suspickta-oftreach* 
ery.** The Moslem' troops met with no opposition, and three 
divisions, without striking a blow, marched peaceably into the 
city just as the morning; sun was appearing abevatlte horizon. 
Khaledaloneieneoantcred n large body of the enemy, whp disputed 
his passf^ through the plain ■^witb.asbo.wer of narrows •, but, after 
g shnrpk'Con^cti theyi'Wf re speedily dispersed. Ignorantly or pur. 
poselydiaregarcbigthe pcohibitioa of the-Itn^Iiet.aa to the .effUt 
siep of Uoady theihsions chief puysuedthefttgitives into theliesrt ; 
of thetewn ; UMssamti^ all thateame. in hja way in.the. streets, 
and^ublic sgoares anfart|« the gate, of' the temple, where , vasti 
midtitndes Jiadtaltea sheltar. Seventy aresiHd to. .hsvo^fidlen .by. 
his.owa.handi niMnhera. souglit the protection of their houses* 
whilej 9 iny%ddauthe;ldUs toe8capsi4faeoam.Bgeo£;th8umenale«ki 
barhtftaa^ * 

TheoipoBtlebimselfj haying- caused the- troop&:t(v desist ffpia.. 
Blaugirtec,entcredaot with military triumph, butt in tlie hum.hle 
guise of a pilgrim, with a black turbant and the ibram or sacfod, 
habit, repeating aloud the 48th chapter^qf the ^oxan.. Ha rodf a 
a white camel, and was attended a hody^uardiof Msiprip^al 
olilcers. Seven times he went in- procession round, the. f^ba, 
each tsmo touching the black stone. wifhi tha^cjidiof'bif cane 
in pcpfeupd terereneei. he-theaxnadehis devotiooel.ipolinatioBft 

drank cepdoiialy of.- the 2iemseni, and perfosnaed his.8|{j^edlostra-. 
tions-in.a paihof that holy water;, the resttof the h.oKe?jerB,oh> 
aerveng. the;aiune-8Qleinditieai The idtds* the odyeot of. h^Soar« 
liait andi ahrougoatdn^goationti were no* withiq. his. reach, ai^d^ 


* M. de SKqiii|[tiy, in hi* excetlent DinertsOon (Mm. d« VAesd; de» Ilnerip. 

^fctnm .%t %,w^ had hee“. ewwwPted bstreea 
fHohaintnea and Abu Sonan at Medioa^ tne precedm^r year. I'lie maYriaj^e of lltie' 
BrofO^ wj^^his dauf tor and ttoittoaiiKh»i;eoC,spiUi H;blch bo epow 

fierred'an htoi a&d,bw,two after, battle ^ Honainj certatoiy coodnn the 
luspidolb ' ' : 
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teTOi^wliere presenting their hideous forms before bis eyes. W itb ' 
his stsfflie struck s wooden pigeon to the grpund, and broke it to 
pieces ; and touching with the same implement all the images 
within the enclosure, he gave the signal for their demolition. 
“ Curse your idolatries I what have our pious forefathers, laqr-, 
tals like ourselves, to do with your sorceries and your sacrilegious 
worship r And instantly Abraham and Isfamael were dragged 
from their pedestals. Hobal. with his hoary beard and his divin.. 
ing arrows, was laid prostrate. Mounted on the shoulders of the 
Prophet, Ali pulled down the idol of the Khosaites from the top 
of the Caaba. Saints and angels, male and female, with the whole 
totastic group of heathen divinities, were ignominonsly swept 
from the place in one common ruin, until the pride of ancient 
pi^anism was brought low, and the temple cleansed from the 
neeumulated vanities of 2,000 years. Over the wrecks of their, 
abattered deities the victor harangued the trembling idolaters on 
the folly of their senseless adorations t recommended them to 
believe in one God ; and pointed to bis victories as a triumphant 
proof of his claims to the prophetic cliaractcs. 

The laws of conquest gave him the right to make the citiaens 
his slaves ; but bis anger was directed more against the idols 
than the inhabitants of the cmintry $ and instead of indulging 
in a cruel retatiation, the generous eade forgave the guilt and 
peased the faetiuns of Mecca by restoring its political rights and 
sacred privileges. Intertest more than clemency might dictate 
this compromise, for the people merited eheir freedom by sub. 
Mitring to his authority arid professing his religion ; and when 
the cbie&of the Koreish w*e summoned to hit presenoe, and 
jhumbly demanded his merey,-ni* W|)at treatment but ehaii^s aqd 
kau yon expect from the min you have wronged, and 
whomGodhfiamadeyoarmaster?'*-- Thatofa brother and a 
kinsman,’' Ihe suppUanU. *‘G6, then ; you are saliSf 
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f6a wo free. The only exception to this general amnesty was 
the, execution of fouj criminals, who had rendered themsolvet 
personally obnoxious to the conqueror. 

The whole inhabUants, male and female, with the haughty 
,Akbu Sofian and the ferocious Henda at their head, took the 
path of fidelity and allegiance ; and thus within eight years after 
his banishment the orphan son of Abdallah was enthroned as 
prince and prophet of his native city. Mecca was henceforth de« 
dared an inviolable sanctuary, where it was unlawful . to commit 
bloodshed or cut dqwn a tree. Its temple, instead of the pro« 
miscuous homage that formerly disgraced it, was to be shut for 
ever except to the partisans of the Koran ; and a perpetual laiS 
was enacted, that no unbeliever should dare, under pain of death, 
to set his foot within the harantf or holy territory. 

Fifteen days ^ere Spent in regula^ng the afiwrs of the Meccan 
government, and planning military expeditions for the futfl^er 
destruction of idolatry, yhich had several strongholds in other 
parts of Arabia. The suburban divinizes were hurled in con? 
tempt from the neighbouring hills. But, while crowds of twrified 
itpage-worshippers were mining their submission, an obstin;t|a 
remnant had resolved to maintian their ancient liberties againrt 
the arms and the eloquence of the Prophet. • The tribes of Hawaa< 
an and Thahif, with their allies tbe revolted Saadites, had assemt 
bled aforceof^OOp men un^er the command of Malec, for the 
protection of their gods ; and having posted themselves at Bopain 
near Tmf, were detern^ned to intercept the Moslem army on ite 
return from Mqcca. At the bead of 1^,009 brave troops 
Mohammed reached the valjy towards evening, and found the 
epemy drawn up in order of hpttle, a narrow mountunoui defile 
lying between ti^em, Before suprise he had mt^ the requisite 
ifispoji^rionfor jttt^; displaying with secret pride the bwsnerd| 
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The general nf the eiiemy^inefitiag 
tiomhad..ayiitave(jb.to euf^y.'hjr, slxa!(ag.cnt-*H9t he wanted, 
attengtlu. Aymneifticted ettieh threv th».ra'»Jwi of.tbe.WifFerp , 
intgkeomi^oteLdMwdeir . TJiey;fted..with,tha ntnioBt.p^ciphationi^ 
and^fcj«o»f»*4>fjpijmieih*rfjwclhnighioM**he frnit8.of , fifty battles^ 
Th«Jgrq^.him^>^^ '^e^e 

allAbatJwBt-thetjfiaidi. shwne vg^ dwappointin^pt,^ 

bejutein^tfldtaai^K/hiajiudeLmte'thp thlck«^ thf enfmy.ia 
MMchA&nnJtonoauAhVt dfi«i^h*,bnt ep.iw«iiw.ittlerp99«^)^, 

thiMol^ whom/ell and exQintd at bi«^ 4dfts Wlplp. the ▼aUej^ 
re(M>nnM.«tth4bfthUterJ«pi(^^ (h$ir|^Q.9t(d>.the 

battaUona were p^nitdiadtA;raturn».apdthe4»ii9ln^ 
arith firedi rigepr. The furnape is agdn rekindled T' obaervcd 
|hc delighted apostle j. and throwing a handful ofdpst to encour* 
agelua soldiers,, he soon. behead, the Ude of victQr)r change in. 
his favour. The infhriated tteopa, with the iroagiiiaTy aid of 
aagela, indict«d.a mw^esa revenge on. the authors of their, 
disgme. 

Malee, with the wreck of bisatmay;, had retired to Taif and 
abut hiomdfup in that .fortress, resolved toddhnd it to the last 
extrenuty. Tins was a place of too great importance to. remain, 
in the handsjof an enemy t and ftom the vale of Honain, Mphan* 
ined marched wUhontdelay to pot an end to the War of Idolatry 
fcy eflhetingita reduction. Twenty days wg» wasted in. meless 
nperaiions, and with rductviee he saw himself compeUed to. 
raise the siege ; but he retreated with, an idle threat to retunu,, 
mdumting companions to trum. in his never^^iling source of 
aamsilto assistance. A volonta^ submunon, however, rendered 
ITf^eondnt^ptnniieeessary. ilie tetrieed Tludnfites expressed 
ipcBrt e affin e iatopwftsi Islam on coBdirion that their goddssi^ 
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-'Al-L«lMh>"«r89 pruetvtid^dr i^ree ^eA»6,««lld <dMaud«ta><«ib 
i ifa n ytBd from’ the dbligatiw '■♦f.-playWr. fiut the Sv^frtiM wis 
iaexoMble. lldigimiVillledt pt8yerfhetold4hmni'V8»«oMMetei 
Md AS'forthdr' idohifryi<he'teuhi»At-tolet*t8^it<bNHilMiif. 

-fFlre<bDO^iebieli tWbijmditidhpk(ced«f 
%d>'to'8000 eoptiTe8/^)<)OO«Mmelft$«M))OOfr<lie«'py<4lnfh4i0OO‘«ta< 
'«e#d#sdter. -'AJMltof ihitteendi^s'iMU '^ielllpbyefr4n<^ffiMnb«ts 
l^gl-the •phnidel'/i^ the impuHeBcc!- of 'iiu Ooldlen aetdd « bo ‘ loa* 
l^htftMtridtfld. SafrteBdef «»pft>8dii%4d(e{Korei^'^fflfidieit 
^liMfffectiotfB«^HdB8in,4w>dttde«voiind to Mc'tfre tfWit imtMdi- 
tlimiMudeihMlM ihdir oftluBtoiMby BenpeiliAr metouie'df Uhenditjhf 
-Abu^ofrutaloiie'-iiBs pietoated *whji dOD cMoelt'Mid <^lnr8aly 
duBee«-of -iilver 5 <Mio e(ttpieton, ihdd time -beeft-Bo othefi’ fait 
inStlumentolity to the eoni^dtot' of 'MeeOB. -Tile>'«nBO 
Atuaifieoace itos eatedded to faU tiwp-,»oxttMim\l tlie other' chi^ 
«f dietiiMti<M,«Mid tile eroreflagifoidf ef lhe*Belr^{(totolytenHHt 
eoufitoled'by dMktcntdVB^nligtoa of the Konm. Y slnou8gt«ti»a 
ties were dispensed to several strangers belongfaig' to o^ter 'Anb 
tribes ; and to-concilkete ifae'afibctioBs of tlto<aVtttieiDit8'ttoopi 
YhoWere deprived of tlleir; p ri wneir s , •Mdhaftnnled eras coafteatott 
resign bisdfrh of 'tito {ihlttder,«8nd wisbOd, <^'tlieir ;sOhei,tt^ 
Ae'Mnielie'hdd to ibOMOweretotas ititiirerath>Wtlle4feee in-tte 
^tovinteof ’I’ehttns.'* Utke uibBrisstoiirof ■theCfiBrei^tf to'WhsiM 
fltt AMl^^loidtidtoith fWierdtion isis fhe.%eiittiBe'’descOftdiBW 
•f A|tlfniod>>«*8 avignaVto-tlime^triberwho still Bsmsmed ‘■hostile 
liiirMiUMtttoYiMt^m^ <Al0st«f >^!Om«An«d'tlMD^veiattt^ 
4ioaiiiga,^ttBdttlMnaBcOtrefrtt!torfvr««e*g liv* 

tHd^odeOtt by^ie^ig^relueiiuit>«l)egi«me/ 
3g%e<ce pi totofiMolt8iBBWd \«iB «ritm^^lMBt^aMl3d&4iit|tetiif 

'O A OlfCeulty With t^srd to msrrisd cap'tirei had itSrtlod, (be dMicieattoes. 
iiefliMi»;'dMtOie SSsifaM i i to sSe ws»»oivfe<>'Oyit>ielK*iho>t ' ! wb 'wto pw wiB Wi it <id-«H 
ihwfulforbclicnnlo-aMkctalicubiaMoftbewira* of MtM ltu«lMndo~^ihe^ 
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chiefs fron the ihores of the Red See to the Renian Gulf,.<e4 
fcnowledged his regal aod priestly supremecy. His arms were 
wow powerful enough to attempt fcnilgn* congests,- and cope 
with the strength of neighbouring empires. The wealth and 
fertility*^ Syriahad attracted his cupidity ; and, under prefence 
ef anticipaU^ the wairlike preparations of HeracHus, be resolved 
to march without delay into tliat province. An army of 30,000 
troops was assembled, and a holy war aolemnly proclaimed agunat 
the Romans. The harassed Moderns entered on this expedition 
with reluctance. It was the season of harvest, and a time of 
^ncatcity, when their labour was imperiously demanded in ccdlecU 
ing their vintage. Btft in vain did they beg a dispensation,- and 
xage their different excuses,— the want of money, horses,- and 
provisions,— their ripe fruitSi and the scorching heat of summer. 
** Hell is much hotter f’ said the indignant apostle } and witln 
out concealing from them the fatigues and obstacles they must 
• surmoontjhe proceeded with dcfetiained intrepidity in the eE,n« 
oution of his plan. 

Panful and weary was the marehof the distressed army. Tea 
men rode by turns on the same camel ; and though the historians 
of thiscampaign.have invented a colons shower in reply to the 
Prophet’s supplications, the exhausted soldiers were reduced te 
rile necessity of drinking the wafer from the bdly of that useful 
animal. After ten days' journey in a burning desert, the Believ- 
a* reposed by the wafers and ;palm-groves of Tabuc, a- town 
llying midway- between Medina and Damascus. While encamped 
hmif Mohammed was. informed that the Roman army had retir- 
ed, which put a stop to the prosecution of the war. Tim terror 
of his approach is aecribed as the cause of their sudden tefeent ; 
hf though the valiant Arab dedured himself satisfied with their 
v||eacefal mtaitions,itis more than probable that in thela^uid 
fnd disetKMented state of ik own troojpi he d«riue4 to Iwuvd 
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his fame and his fortunes against the martial array of the Em- 
peror of the East. An interval of twenty days was employed iu 
subduing or receiving the allegiance of the neighbouring chiefs. 
Most of them being. Christians were allowed, on the terms of an 
annual tribute the security of their persons^ the property 
of their goods, the freedom of their trade, and the tole- 
ration of their worship. Among the petty princes that 
oilered their personal obeisance at the camp of Tabuc was 
John, Uie Christian governor of Ailab, who compounded for liber- 
ty of conscience and protection to himself and his subjects by the 
yearly payment of 3|(K)0 pieces of gold. Asa mark of his favour, 
the Fropliet complimented him with a rich cloak or mantle,; which 
descended to the caliphs, and is said to have been kept with 
religious care on account of its great virtue in curing diseases’ 
until it fell into the hands of the Turkish sultan, Morad Khan, 
who ordered th^ precious relic to be enclosed in a chest of gold;* 

Peace and submission reigned in Arabia, which now presented 
the singular spectacle of unity in faith and government. The 
five kings in Yemen had confessed that their eyes were opened to 
the true light, and consented to hold their crowns under tlie 
jurisdiction of the Moslem vicegerents. All continued at the 
head of an army to preach Islam to these happy regions ; the 
inhabitants contributing with their own hands to the demolitioit 
of their altars and their gods. The next two years of the Hejira 
were allotted to the final adjustment of certain religious mat^ 

* The* subsitmice of ihri^ iiwtrcinieiit, tbo /Hp/omcr AitensWiig, to 

be a»und in Abulfeda (Vila, cap. Ivii, p. 185} ^ Gagnicr M.a Vie,, iib. vi. chap, 
«i); and Shvary (Abreg^ He Hi Vii», p. 195). It Wae jpublUhed* in Arabkl ati^ 
bitin by Ga^briel Sionithi, at Pans, in 1030. Bay (Diet* art. Mahcmi.) Renaoi. 

patriarch. Aiexand. p. 160), and AbulfUrage (Asscmaii. Biblioth.OHeiit.) 
autlieiveUy. Grotiua andl|ltfttiii|e6r (lii»t. Orient, p; 837) Uf 

and Mi>Kbcim ^iveA into the opinion that it was a furira' y Ihc Syrian and Arabian 
dtodk,' tn'mUiiratie^tlta^iilMtU the Sararentih — WUt Cfetil. vii, 

part, ii ehap. 5. To the posseasion of the mantle jn question, the, Turks used t<» 
attnwuttribe 8ii6Cess 0f aVniit ; and (icti6v6d tlie^owed 
iMid Urn ciir«<»f. albthefr to tlwir drinkini^tbe nfOter id wbiidi Uliad been 

diptia4.-^«otWi allte, p. 107, ^ 
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ters, and the reception of deputies and orators who flocked froni 
all quarters to the court of Medina. Wiiilc his lieutenants were 
thus saluted with respect m every province between the Indian 
and Mediterranean Seas, the ambassadors who knelt before the 
throne of the Prophet “ outnumbered the dates that fall froid 
the palm-tree in its maturity.” They were received with con- 
descension and kindness ; and the year of embassies, the ninth 
of the Hejira, procl iimed the extraordinary concourse which 
tfaefateof Mecca had attracted to acknowledge the power 
supplicate the protection of the conqueror. 

Various arrangements were put in operatic^ to consolidate the 
strength of the infant monarchy. Officers were appointed to col- 
lect and superintend the ecclesiastical revenues ; and the oppro- 
brious name of tribute was exchanged for that of alms or oblati** 
onsfor the service of religion. All former edicts or treaties im- 
plying liberty, or exemptions in favour of infidel|« were revoked. 
Some rites in the great annual solemnity were altered ; the ihram 
was declared the essential dress of all pilgrims in future; and 
the indecent custom, which had prevailed in the Times of Igno- 
rance, of performing the seven circuits naked was abolished. To 
give the sanction of his own example, and furnish a model to the 
faithful in all succeeding ages for the exact and acceptable dis- 
charge of this ceremony, Mohammed determined to make ^ 
valedictory or farewell pilgrimage. The piety of the Moslem 
world was kindled, and a flock of 114,000 obsequious devotees 
attcompaaied his journey. His camp included all his wives,, who, 
riding on camels, were enclosed liithin pavilions of embroidered 
silk ; and was followed by an immense number of victims for 
sacriiiee, crowned with garlands of flowers. Every spot where 
lie halted and said his prayers became consecrated.; and the 
^saanner in which he executed the various rites, from the cutting 
0f his hair md nails to the solemn act of throwing stones at the 
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cfevll, is still religiously observed by the hajjis of the present day. 

The general tranquillity was at this time interrupted, but not 
endangered, by the rash pretensions of one or two adventurers 
whom the success of Mohammed had tempted to become his 
rivals. Moseilama, prince of Ycmama, had made his submission, 
and professed the Moslem religion among the host of ambassadors 
that flocked to Medina. Sovereign of a considerable province, 
and beloved by his subjects, he conceived the project of com- 
mencing apostle on his own account ; and scarcely had he 
returned to his capital when he renounced Islam, and began 
to assume the ensigns and prerogatives of a Divine mes- 
senger. Affecting to be equal in honour and dignity with 
the Prophet, he wrote him an epistle, modestly propo- 
sing that the earth should be divided between Moseilama 
and Mohammed, the two apostles of God.” The latter 
was too well tonfirmed in his empire to need an asso- 
ciate, or tolerate this piece of unparellelled impudence.’" 
‘‘ Let Moseilama, the liar, know,” w.is the reply, that 
the earth belongs to the Lord, who will give the victory to 
his true servant.” 

Until his sixth-third year, Mohammed sustained, with unaba- 
ted vigour, the temporal and spiritual fatigues of his mission. 
The infirmities of age had not impaired his constitution, thougli 
his health had suffered a gradual decline. His mortal disease 
was afeve||^ of which he was seized in the house of Zainab, one 
of his wives, while giving directions to Osama to lead an expe- 
dition into Palestine to avenge the death of Zaid, who had earn- 
ed the crown of martyrdom at the battle of Muta. Finding 
his malady increase, he requested to be conveyed to the man- 
sion of his favourite Ayesha, whose tenderness might sooth his 
last moments. To her he expressed his serious cor^viction^hat 
he owed the cause of hia distemper to the poisoned mutton at 
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Khaibar. For three days he siiiF«red the tovturee of an intenae 
and insupportable heat, vhich tkprived him at intervals of the 
use of reason. This paroxysm wasauccee^d by a more iarour- 
able crisis, and he recoveiad so far aa to officiate at prayers in 
the mosque. jHis audiettce were ediliad by a penitential ackooiv. 
ledgment of his willingness to make restitution to such as ho 
might have unconsciously wronged. ‘<if there be any man 
whom 1 have unjusdy.scomged, I utferfmy faack toctfatilash of 
retaliation. If I have aspenwd ‘his teputation, bt bim proclaim 
my faults. If I have taken his'inoiiey, or despoiledbim of diis 
goods, I am ready to give the little I poasas toeompensateihis 
loss. Let my accuser make his demand ; it is not my dispasU 
tion to resent the claims of justice.’'*-*** Yes," exclumcdn votoe 
from tbe crowd, ** you owe me three dra(dimB of silver.” hf o- 
bammed immediately discharged the debt, and thanked his cre- 
ditor for accusing him in this world rather than at the dayjif 
judgment. 

To bis latest hour, and amid sorrow and sufibring, he continu- 
ed to act the character of the prophet ; evincing at the closing 
scene of mortality the same remarkable fortitude and presence 
of mind that he liad displayed on the field of battle. In one in- 
stance only di'd the violenfce of disease betray his wandering 'fa- 
culties into a momentary illusion, when he callcdTor pen and ink, 
that be might write a book for the better instruction of bis fol. 
lowers, and to consummate the work of revelation, tfhepropo. 
sal was startling, and met with opposition, as the Koran was 
deemed sufficient; the chamber of sickness 'was disturbed by 
an unseasonable dispute, until the dying Prophet was forced to 
reprimand the indecent vehemence of his disciples. Unwilling 
^ ^ift his attendants should witness the recurrence of his infirmi- 
‘ tieii, he ordered qll persons to be excluded firom hisapartmeift ; 
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and the ilMt thne degw of hU e)d»t«A«e 
fiiveoDidetjr of Ayesht. 

Tradition, which Aisfignrod his life with -re]]»fMftee, has ]ef(JUf 
to conteinplate -the .oirAumstaaiee of his deatli thiiough a ,eh»ud 
qf auperatitiotts tnceo«e. .If -we are to piece the el^teet credM 
on the evidence of hU only eom-panioDs be received more incoBr 
testable proofs to. establish -the truth of his mitsiuBAt its terwi- 
natiou than in any ih>Tiaer 'poW>d> Gabriel made regular \isila 
of condolence andiafuhy after his health. The angel of death 
vasitol permitted to aeparate.-hie soul ft«m hisibody <till itc had rntx 
peetfully solicited permissiea te iuiiwr'the chamber. The.ntp 
questrwas .gGaated*atidi the last o^ee petformed-with all the defer- 
ence of a servant to the eommandrof hu master. When --.the 
moment of his departure approaohed* Ids^haad -waareelmed cMi 
the hq> of Ayesha ; he fainted ip the agony of paia>.but recn* 
vering<hu spirk8,:in>d raisMghW eyes aritb a atoady Inoh towards 
the roof on the apartment, he nttcred .with, a -fitUoriag vnioe. the 
&Uo«tBg.hrokeBmid>8fiare*ly.actk»}»tBeaprcsston8 -‘^P.God ! 
—— pardon me-^-r-have pity ■— -iSros,- — - teooive 
mong my feUowHeitiaens nn high Tjind im mediately Ah 

n saipet spreadon .the door- . The paitisuhtr-yqar .c^ hts dmdh 
has been .disputed; .but djm best.aufelMtas fix it.toithe.I^'Bf 
.Bebiah 1., in the edoveadi.yeardif .the .H^hra, eorrepgtndtpg he 
tbe.17th«f Jdhe A. D.>fi32. 

Tdie fnelanchoiy mtelUgenee spread eapidly (tferengh jjhe a- 
ly. The dgantic rym^aoeirould. aoh be oonviiweidrtfaat-thfK^ feed 
Jbeen .deptivad of their apostle. Theyiitishad whh lOredidiais 
dismey to the hopse «f montoing. iBisaegMdiqig cthe 
■«f his autsea, Chnar uodwathad ;h« cBuiiiar, dhinateiHiigita 
ptnkesrff. ^ heads df the iodikhi mho -shelild diM Ad sdilHfiit 
^t their master vifu Donuae. A seame ef tmmnltvMtd .e^fp- 
Dion «i8iied> 'dhidi sejbacded4hp (httenBantrifaniaame day*. .3ihs 
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ferment was at length appeased by A1 Abbas and Abu Beber^ 
who produced the testimony of reason, and a text of Koran^ 
that the Prophet had actually tasted of death. 

New disputes arose as to the place of sepulture; Mecca, Me- 
dina, and Jerusalem being each suggested by the contending 
parties. A saying ascribed to Mohammed decided the point : 

That a prophet ought to be buried on the spot where he dies/* 
A grave was dug, and the coffin deposited in a vault paved with' 
bricks, beneath the floor of the apartment where he had breath- 
ed his last; and to this day the innumerable pilgrims of Mecca» 
often turn aside from the road, to bow in voluntary devotion be- 
fore the simple tomb of the Prophet. The multifarious duties 
of the hajji who performs this expedition— his ejaculations on 
perceiving the distant trees and spires— his alms, perfumes, and 
prostrations — ^his prayers and postures within the sacred enclo- 
sure of the mosque where the sepulchre stands) are copiously 
described by the Mussulman doctors. 

For the personal appearance and private life of the apostle, 
we must rely on the Arabian writers, who dwell with fond and 
proud satisfaction on the graces and intellectual gifts with which 
nature had endowed him. He was of a middle stature, of a 
clear fair skin, and ruddy complexion. His head and features, 
though large were well proportioned; he had a prominent fore- 
head, large dark-brown eyes, and aquiline nose, aiftl a tifick bushy 
beard. His mouth, though rather wide, was handsomly formed 
and adorned with teeth white as pearls, the upper row not close- 
ly set, but in ifegolar order ; which appeared when he smiled, 
and gave an agreeable expression to his countenance. He had 
a quick ear, and a fine sonorous voice. His dark eyebrows ap- 
ptotehed each other without meeting. His hair fell, partly in 
Uni^eut about his temples, and partly hung down between his 
i^ouldeif; to ^reut whiteness, the supposed effect of Satanic 
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influence, lie stained it, as the Arabs often do still, of a shining 
reddish colour. His franre was muscular and compact, robust 
rather than corpuleift. When he walked he carried a staff, in 
imitation of the other prophets, and had a singular affectation of 
being thought to resemble Abraham. The assertion of the 
Creeks and Christians that he was subject to epilepsy must be 
ascribed to ignorance or malice. 

The flattery or the superstitious veneration of his followers 
has created several attributes that are either fictitious or impossi- 
ble ; we shall therefore leave put of our portrait the sweetness 
and nutritive qualifies of his spittle — the faculty of vision from 
behind — ^liis miraculous exemption from vermin, which would nei- 
ther touch bis garments nor taste his blood — the odorous exha- 
lations of his armpits— and the delicious perfumes that exuded 
from his body like drops of liquid coral. We must also pass in 
silence his mijjiGulous skill in the sciences ; his arsenal and 
wardrobe, with his two black and while standards, called the 
Eagle and the Sun ; his horses, mules, asses, camels, sheep, 
goats, and other bestial, of which many remarkable anecdotes 
are related in oriental authors. 

The private and moral character of Mohammed was checkered 
by a strangely inconsistent mixture of virtue and vice, of dignity 
and condescension. 1 bough vested with the power and ensigns 
of royalty,*he despised its pomp, and was careless of \ts luxuries*-. 
The familiarity which gained the hearts of the nobles, and en- 
deared him to his companions, was extended to the meanest of the 
people, whoso wishes and complaints he always listened to with 
patience. He even entertained them occasionally at bis table, 
or shared^ith them their homely meal while seated on benches 
around the mosque., When not occupied in matters of graver 
importance, be threw aside the forms and restraints of official eti- 
quette, and condescended to partake in the amusements oFj.ocular 
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of ikhr-fitendti. At tho head of hin amy be eonld 
li^ntain tliO Otaf^lihOis- and cold' taciturnity of Wellington or 
iBt>na)Htrt« ; ifitb' hia soldiet's be could relbx vit'iout losing his 
rfuthotityt Mijting iti' tbelf ptastiines and plOatantries uith tbnt 
fioedom tHliCh lUminds us of the s|wrtire fteaks of Oomwet], 
whose chtaraoter for military genius, fenaticism, and hypocrisy he 
in many points resembled. 

Ife oonirtfed no distkiction beyond' otliers in food Or dress. Dates 
amdirater, oirtfoparingatlOiranceof btfrley-bieaid, the abstemious 
diorof bis country', were bis usual fare. Milk and honey to bin 
wnre Itrxuries : when he-ste, be sat cioss-lcgged on the ground f 
and-wlien be fravellecl be ditwied Ms scanty morsel with the ralet, 
wbo-geneniiiy' rode behind' him on the smne animal. On solemn 
ocea^ons he feasted Ms companiotts vrith- rustio and hospitable 
ptenty ; bat months sometimes elapsed without the comforts of 
Uro' or eOokery being SOSA on bis beartfit. To tSnigb this portrait 
of his humili^, we learn that he Was in the habit of performings 
thoiHnst humble sad menial offices of the family. . The lordof 
AMbindisdained not to mend his own shoes and his coarse woollen 
garment ; he milked the sheep, kindled bis dre, swept the floor, 
sin#serTed his guests at bis own table. His libertdity in bestow- 
itrgalms bordered on extravagance, and often him without 
money *r pvovisionaPor the maintenance of his household. The 
isMMrity of hisghosily injut eiious to chanty and benevoImKfr was 
ataesthd at hie death by the exhausted state of hiscoflbrs. 

HU aetontion to the cares of tlie toilette was extraoriUnaty in a> 
pUfson so inunnrsed in devotion and con^utsse. WlienevCr be 
went to)^ the moegue, or on< a» military expedition, he earriedr 
wi# 1^ « vessid of edoriferoos ointment^ atitinmny for eye» 
paint, a eottbt.attd a mirror ; and in default of the latter^hcr 
“weuiifiadiuat bis bead<dre8e by the reflection of wateit The two 
Ihingenn etgftit ivpMiih be moat denghteil wnt mttiaea fuuil.par* 
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Aimes ; the fervour of his piety, he affirmed, wae increased by 
these sensual pleasures ; and he took care that his religmn should 
make ample provision for their efnjoymcnt. Nothing scandalized 
his Christian adversaries more than the freedom with winch he 
indulged his conjugal propensities^ From the laws which he im** 
posed on others be claimed special exemption for himself ; and in 
the gratification of his carnal desires he scrupled not to subject hia 
character as an apostle, and even the pretended counsels of Hea- 
ven, to the imputation of weakness and inconsistency. The 
most public and criminal excesses were legalized by Divine reve- 
lation. The sanctity of the templcf the distinction of fast-days 
and holy places, he might, in compliance with demands of nature, 
violate with impunity. Theba;rrier of prohibited degrees which 
confined bis followers was no limit to his passion ; claiming^ 
as they did, a peculiar and exclusive license. 

His seraglio,# instead of the legal number of four, contained 
fifteen or seventeen (others say twenty-six) wives ; and, what is 
singular, all widows, excepting only the daughter of Abu Beker* 
Next to Kadijah, his beloved Ayezha engrossed the greatest share 
of his confidence and attention. She had the reputation of being 
the most accomplished lady of her time ; anil long after his death 
she was revered as the Mother of the Faithful. Her youth and 
beauty maintained the ascendant in the harem ; but her behavi- 
our, if not criminal, was at least indiscreet. In the nocturnal 
inarch against the Mostalekites, the loss of a pearl necklace oblige 
ed her to dismount ; ^nd the train proceeded, unconsciously 
leaving her behind. Saffwan. an officer of the rear-guard, found 
her unveiled and overcome with sleep ; and conducted her in the 
morning on his own camel to the camp. The temper of Moham-^ 
med was inclined to jealousy, and his enemies gladly seized the 
opportunity of wounding ibis domestic honour. But the bitter 
tears of Ayesha, and her protestations of innocence, softened faia 
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Mger. From tliis perplexing dilemma he waa relieved by a 
Divine revelation, which assured him of her inidolable fidelity.' 
T^he accitsers were chastised, by the same authority, with eighty 
stripes; and a law was published that no woman should be 
condemned ib guilty, unless the occular evidence was adduced of 
four male witnesses. His marriage with Zainab, the wife of his 
slave and adopted son Zaid, was the dictate of an illicit passion, 
and a shameful breach of the matrimonial lav of forbiddsil 
affinities. 

Besideshis wives he had several cohcubines, the most noted of 
whom was the Egyptian Mary. Her charms #ere irresistible and, 
notwithstanding the prohibitions of the Koran, the apostlewaa too' 
deeply enamoured to exercise the virtue of abstinence. To svoid 
the scandal, he had recourse tO' secret intrigue ; but Hapbsa: 
surprised him in her own chamber with his favourite captive. H e 
sivote he would for ever renounce the possession of hi^ mistress, 
and she promised ulence and forgiveness. Both parties forgot their 
engagemcnt8>.>the harem was in & flame of jealousy andrevenge-; 
biit Gabriel again interposed with a-sura’ to absolve him from bis 
oath; andexhortedhimtoenjoy the bounty of an indulgent and 
merciful Providence, without listening tO’ the clmouts of his 
wives. To chastise their leqoadous indisaetion , Hapbsa auf^ted 
a temporary divorce, and the rest were coademned to the peoapQo" 
of a solitary month ; during which tune the Prophet met wUb&o 
obstruction in fulfilling the commands oftbe adpl. At the au^ 
of thii^ dSys he summoned them to hi^ presence, reproached 
liiem for their disobedience, tb?eatened them with eternal separa- 
tion, both in this world and the next, and bunted M tlm.possibility 
of Slaying their places by, others flu»e faithful and devoted*. 
!]!histiueat was the amre appaHiag, as no sroipum whom he had- 
'ohee espoused waspemitted to efaeridi hope of asecondm.si'- 

lii^ The msliiitiguiiiMBtliy.whidr 
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oensualitiM waa the hO{ie of muttiplyiog li1» debc^dantB. Yet 
all the inmetes of hit harela were childlOBB ; atid not a son 
Burvived to supplort the decline of his life, or uphold, after 
his demise, the dignities of priest ahd king. Of his eight ehil« 
dren by Kadijah, Fatima alone *Urcd to enjoy hit pateln^ ten- 
derness. She married AU in the first year Of the Hejira, and 
hecam'e the mother of an illustrious progeny. ' 

The literary attainments of the Prophet, like many other parts 
of his character, hare been made the subject of controversy. 
Adopting the authojrity of the Koran, and the unanimous testi- 
mony of Arabian authors, most historians have espoused the con- 
clusion that he was totally unacqtbiihted with literature— igno- 
rant even of the elements of reading and writing. Instead of 
being ashamed of* this defect, bis fbilowers gloried in it, as an 
evident proof of his divine, mrssiotir The. constant boast of the 
Arabs was, thiat the Koran, whose elegance and sublimity were 
universally acknowledged, could never have been produced with- 
out the aid of celestial instruction, by a maii destitute of the ve- 
ry rudiments of education.. To evade its force, the Christian 
writers alleged that he was assisted in the compilation of his 
imposture by various associates, and that the pretended revela- 
tions of Gabriel were realty the composition of certain. private 
secretaries. A swordsmith at Mecca— two nameleits Christiain, 
who possessed copies of the Scriptures— Sergius, the Ndstorian 
mOblt’^nnd Abdallah, or Salman, a Persian Jew, are all enume- 
rated as sCcompitees ift this iihpious' fkfiricatioh. The conjec- 
tiire of secondary aid fs, indeed, rendered probable from his own 
words. **1 know 4hey will «ay,'*'he remarks (chap. xVi.), « tfaak 
S' man hath;tsln!^t faifti the Kmnn ; but he whdm they pidsnmle 
to have tattght him is a Pertiait by nation, and speaimth the 
PsMian litiignage. Kite (he Knran is in''tfio Arkitie ten^.'” ' 
We t«c, h^yreverjby no means satisfied that Mohammed was 
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.nctually the « illiterate barbarian'^ that hiatory represents iiimt 
and, in spite of Abulfleda, G'agnier, Relan^t Sale, and Gibbon, 
<n-e have a suspicion that his ignorance was more assumed tlian 
real— one of those plausible disguises which he employed to throw 
a veil of mystery over his proceedings. This we may peiiiaps 
infer from his extensive commercial intercourse with the pulishr 
ed cities of Syria, and from the fact, that at the time of his birth 
the use of letters must have been well known at Mecca. The 
seven poems suspended in the Kaaba, 'the decree of the Xorciiah 
and other documenta intended for publip jMrnsal, necessarily 
presuppose that the arts of reading and writing were neither 
uncommon nor extraordinary attainments. That Abu/X'aleb, 
Abu Bcker, Aliand many others of the first Moslems, were fami« 
liar with letters, are facts that none have ever disputed. Hence 
the fair presumption is, that Mohammed was not altogether un> 
instructod in those accomplishments which were** possessed by 
numbers of his fellow-citizens in the same rank and the same 
profession. It is difficult for hypocrisy to be consistent ; and, 
notwithstanding all his care and circumspection, the mask some* 
times dropped oif. If we were to credit his biographers, he wrote 
letters to several foreign princes; in bis treaty with the Meccans 
he erased his apostolic title, and with his own hhiid substituted 
bis family name ; and in his last illness he demanded materials to 
record bis final instructions to his people. The Arabs, indeed 
ascribe the latter to the eifect of delirium ordisease ; and the 
other they explain by tlA intervention of • miracle. This, how. 
e.vM, is but an unsatisfactory explanation : and the evidence of 
thwe ' incidental facts seems to attest that there were moments 
pretended meapadty was forgotten, and, when he not 
>.«fity eipressedawish toexerdse, but aptually practised^ tliat vc. 
yy art cf which he and his historians liMintfuned his total igi^ . 

.-f;' ’ ' ' 
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That, to a certain extent, Mohammed was a benefactor to his 
nation cannot be disj^uted. Gross and absurd as is the whale 
system of Islam, it possessed many principles in common with 
the true religion; and is, doubtless in every respect, far prefer- 
able to the degrading and monstrous idolatry whidi formed the 
ancient and prevailing creed of Arabia. It was a wise and hu- 
mane jurisprudence that forbade the infant slave to be separated 
from the mother ; that abolished the immolation of children to 
idols; and the barbarous system of burying females alive. But 
the language of commendation can extend litltlc farther than to 
the repeal of obnoxious usages. To the praise of a great or 
enlightened statesman Mohammed has no claim. That he was 
superior to the age in which he lived is evident from the success 
of his imposture ; but nothing, except the prejudices of habit or 
education, could persuade any rational being of his merits as A 
legislator, beypUd that of imbodying his loose and obscure insti- 
tutes in a written form. 

Admitting, to their full extent, his mental and intellectual 
qualifications, his character as a conqueror was deeply stained 
with the vices of Asiatic despotism. To a candid reviewer of hts 
actions, it may appear that^ Mohammed was severe from policy 
rather than cruel by nature ; but this can be no apology dr 
extenuation of his guilt.* For the necessity which n^urpatioh 
creates, the usurper must be held responsible. That the stern 
Fropliet was not insensible to the tender feelings of humanity 13 
attested by un^ucstiopod evidence. His tears mingled with the 

♦ VuUaire, in his “Tragedy of the plot «f which mliraces the 

trace and cnptiahuiuii (4 Mecca, makes the Ifrophet iimuine and perpeirai^ 
the tnoH huri id cn'iiie»,” This play, which La IJarpe a thn/.d'muvrs. ht 
the Freocii Ihcdtre-ihBrin^dfl its (lero a ti^onster of crMcIty and injustfre, wtfli 
the view of allifyinereli^ioo under the name of famuirhin, Hp: ii is hi vari- 
ance with ihft facts of history* and betrayta gron igiioMiice of Arabian ehafacl 
ter and manners. The pocthiuMcK confesses Uiut |ie is iinsuppurted by (riitb, ancl 
roundly alleges^ que celtil oni fiiit in gqerre a sa patrte an nnm de Dien, e1ic 
capable dctoai.'’—fZi;ttvrei a# tome iv, p. La liar^^^^Couritf to 
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general lameDUtion for the v^niors who fell at Muta ; and over 
the neck of the daughter of hia friend Zaid he wept the loss of 
his most faithful companion his disciples expressing their as. 
tonidtment that earthly syn^x^^^'^ should dwelUn the hosom of 
a messegger from Heaven. 

If his inordinate ambition had beet) content with that pre. 
eminence to which it might have aspired without a crime, ~had 
he been satisfied with, the grand national object of a moral and 
leligiouB reformation,— and en^Iayed his tvanscendant and cam* 
ptanding genius in civilising hie barbarous countrymen, and re* 
^ming them frois their senseleas superstiUoi), without the im* 
pious pretensions of a Uivino revelation— his vices and defects, 
palpable as they were, giighthave been overlooked or forgottca 
amid the splendour of Ins victories t and he might have earned a 
proud rank among the distinguished friends and bene&ctors of 
gaankind. But to those who judge of individtlil worth apart 
from the pomp and glare of constant triumph,- who investigate 
oooly the causes of a nation's prosperity, the fame of the Arabian 
Ifrophet will not; stand the test either of private excellence or 
gf pnbbc usefnlneBs. Rude and imperfect as were the ethics of 
times, his moral character shrinks with guilty apprehension 
fvenfinm his own standard of virtue; and our admiration for his 
nstonishiag udents and success is quickly lost in abhorrence of - 
^ cruel and profana purposes to which thi^ became subser- 
vient;. 

ifUiiratwe, lome *iii. p. 377. Colooei Vani Keaatdr hu pvbtidieA aii abTa 
ciiticisia 00 (bit irapedy, aapoHns iu palpablo deoiarioai from biuor* ai well 
itw priiKipIciof ibS drama ; bot hii Sea) apatlMi the literary itp) it iba 
inid^l freoebmao hai led bim to take a moeh nfoi'e (kVOahibld vltfW Of MS 
i^a> and reli|iba of H^ab|ided ifabd ill Warrboted by the tramOtiiidii) of bit nib, 
of tb^ bear Ait be cdmter'tiod ob. bM cobaify.^-Tnmiaet, df fiitut. Siid.iif OM- 
|||,b0i.Ui. 
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THE KORAN. 


Ttie K’lran— Ttfi reputed brieio— llTeld i* great Vrneratiiln hy iHe Md8!efn8-* 
lt« Uiecary Merits— Ear«peaD TconeUuioiia, Ry«M'*s, Alarrnci’s, $avary'sf^ 

ScMirees whence its D<»ctrincs were borrowed — Its leading Articles of FnilK 
^Angels and Jin or Gen^l— Kgamination nf ihe Head by Munkif aad NaMr*— 
IniennedAat^ State of^ilie Soul— the ResiirrectioD — Signs that precede it— 

‘ Ceremonies of the Fijani Jndgemeiii— The Judicial Balance— The Bridge At 
^rat— Toroieiits of the IVicXed*” Liijiiitrieji nud Eojotments of the Happy 
Slate— Women not rtcluded from the Mohammedan i^arndise— l^^redestinatioii 
— P^rayeiL— .The b^h^nvedtMi Sa,bl|ath-^Ahlu|io,us— Circtimcpsioii — Alms— 
IFasting— Festivals— Prohibitions as to Food, Ititoxicating Liquors, and Gamcff 
' tsif Cluittce>>- Civil gad CrimKml Code <>f the Moslems— Laws respecting Mar« 
riage— Theft— Courts and Otlicers of Justice —Traditions— Mohammedan Secl9 
«-Tlie Sonnees aiM Sheabs^-Theiir JHhiticd of* each other. 


Tax Koran, as is veil known, imbodies tbe pretented reveU 
lotions of the Arabian Prophet.* It was delivered by its authorj 
and is still received by his. followers, as containing every infor.c 
ination in tbe shape of precept and instrucUon necessary for tber 
guidance and spiritual welfare of manldodji According to them 
it bad an origin far more sublime than that of human inVentioUjp 
i|8 substance being uncreated and etetnal, co-e»stent with tha. 
ewence of tbe Hmty, and inscribed from everlasting with a- 
pen of light' on the Preserved Table in the imventb heaven. Eacl^ 
parcel, ae revealed by qabriel during a period of twenty.three 
years»waacai»fully treaaored up. in the memoities of the faithful^- 
orcommittedto. writing by amanuenses, who far want of more 
d^gniSed materials wrote them on palm-leaves,, skins of animals* 
and of Binttenj— ndeviee.practised by . thaancHeixt 

* Kovitn is derived froio Ihc vtfrb Karasi to nail, ood ineBMs tbe b'lofc to bO 
JBri:' ihttf 9k 
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Arabs, wlio preserved their poems and trotks of. imagination ott 
these rude tablets, tied together on a string. 

The first transcript of thk divine Volume was thrown in pro* 
mischous detacbmenHis into a chest intrusted to^thc charge of 
Hapbsa, pext to Ayesha the most favoured of the apostle's wires.^ 
Two years after his death the origmals were collected and publish* 
ed by his friend and successor Abu Beker, who took this method 
pf rescuing them &om the peri^f being lost or forgotten. The 
^lume was afterward revised, or perhaps re-written, by the GaHph 
OthmSn, in the thirteenth year of the Hejira. This prince had 
observed a great disagreement in the manuscripts already eittant, 
^oseof Irak differing from the Syrian t both, however, weie 
superseded by the new copies, which were distributed over the 
tmversl provinces of the empire ; the old being burnt and sup- 
|>ressed. This amended edition of Othmmi is that read by the 
Moslems of the present day. •* 

Like the Jen s, the Moslems hold their skered book in the most 
^traordinary venei'ation, and attribute to it many cabalistic 
virtues. They will not suder it to be read or touched by any of 
a different persuasion ; and if found in their possession the crime 
pjight be capital. They peruse it with great respect, never 
l^olding it below their girdlcss, and always qualifying themselves 
by first performing their legal ablutions. 'I’hey swear by it, con- 
sult it on all occasions of moment, carry it wirit them' to battle, 
diid inscribe ver^ or passages from it on their banners and their 
gjfmienis, as they formerly did on their coins. Its principal 
^tences, written on the walls of their nrosques, remind them of 
thrir mcial and solemn duties. They bestow upon it the exalted 
cpi^etsofdieT'ne^.Besk, the Word of God, the Directormf 
,]iim and Demons, the Quintessence of aHSacned Compositions, 
^d aot only the greatest miracle, but the spiritual treasury of 
mitaeles. Th^ have been at pains to compute the 
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liiimlserof rerees, words^and kttem it contains ; aind even the 
different times each Qartictilar letter occurs. Of the seven anci* 
ent copies, tile first reckoned 600;) verses, the second and fifth 
6214, the third 6219, the fourth 6236, the sixth 6226; and 
the seventh 6225 ; but they agree in the common amount of 
779639 words and 333,015 letters. 

After the example of the Masoretic rabbis, the learned Mos- 
lems have introduced vowel-pointSi.to ascertain the true meaning 
and pronunciation ; which without this adventitious light, mutt 
often appear obscure.* The most ancient manuscripts now- 
known are on parchment, in the Cufic character ; the modern are 
in the Niskhi, on paper curiously prepared from silk, and polished 
to the highest degree of beauty. Exemplars are to be found in 
every public library in Europe ; hut, as the Christians are pro- 
hibited the use of the Koran, most of these have been taken in 
battle, and some of them belonging to princes and persons of 
distinction. Copies of peculiar elegance were found among the 
spoils of Tippoo Sultan. That most admired for the character 
of its writing and embellishments was formerly the property of 
Boliman the Great, and is preserved in the Museum Kitcherianuin 
at Home. 

Of tlie literary merits of the Koran the Arabs speak in terms of 
rapture. The most esteemed doctors of the mosque pronounced 
its style to be inimitable, — more miraculous than the act of raising 
the dead. Whatever may be its defects as a work of genius or 
merit, it is universally aMowed to be written with great elegance 
and purity of language. Sometimes, in imitation of the prophetic 

« Like the Hebrew and Greek, the nntiquity of arre»t« nr voweUpomts in 
the Arabic hflEB been iniu'b disputed. {Clavis Script, p, dOX) and 

Adler (Moseum Culic. Borpinnum, p 34 37) coateiid that the languiige w^« 
never Without them; though their shape ahd potiiiioti have occaBiooally vari- 
ed. Gregoty Sharpe (Piissert. on the Origin. Power of Leuer^, p, STjl main- 
tains that ihs* vowel-points were not in use iHl several years afier Um 
time of Mt-hawwird. So likewise. Uifutt tho IPurld, wka give Ait the bbiiobV^ 
the iuventivD. liht, of Muhum, chap. v. p. S81, note. 
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and Scripture phraseology, it rises above the ordinary strain, and 
magnificently paints the Almighty seated fn his throne of clouds 
and darkness, and dispensing laws to the universe. Though 
u ritten in prose, it is measured into chapters and verses like the 
Songs of Moses or the Psalms of David. The sentences have 
the soft cadence of poesy, and generally conclude in a long-con- 
tinued chime, which often interrupts the sense and creates un- 
necessary repetition. Put tQ^^an Arab, whose ear is delighted 
with the music of sounds, and whose igtvorance isincapableof coR^• 
paring the productions of human genius ^this metrical charm 
was its principal commendation; and was in fact so devoutly 
esteemed, that they adopted it in their meat elaborate compose 
tioRs. 

All European translators have felt and acknowledged the diffi-* 
culty of transfusing into their versions a lively image of those 
verbal and ideal charms peculiar to the original, ^he translation 
of Andrew du Pyer, a Frenchman, published for the first time 
at Paris in 1()47, long maintained the highest credit ; but it is 
very dull, tame, and tiresome ; and in his frigid prose we look in 
vain for the glowing and figurative expressions of the Eastern 
muse. Some years afterward (in 1698) appeared at Padua the 
Latin edition of father Lewis Maracci, the confessor of Pope 
Innocent XI. and professor of Arabic in the College of Wisdom 
at Rome. It was the result of forty years’’ labour, and contains, 
in two folio volumes, a life of Mohammed, a refutation of his 
religion, the Arabic text of the Koran, wtth his own translation, 
ami a vast collection of notes ;-*a work of such prodigious 
erudition as to merit a place in the same niche with the toilsome 
researches of the Benedictine monks. The zealous father, how* 
-^ever, was more skilled in oriental than in Christian literature 
ttore intent on exposing the frailties and blasphemies of bis author, 
fklk in weighing his character on his religion in the balance of 
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jinparttnl criticism. His knowledge must obtain for him the res- 
pect of his readers, hot his mode of reasoning will frequently excite 
their ridicule. Hew one of that numerous class of writers to 
be found among the ponderous shelves of Continental divinity , 
who make no distinction between form and substance ; and he 
imurs as great a torrent of learning and argument on the trivial 
as on the important part of the Mohammedan code.* 

George Sale has maintained in England the honourable charac- 
ter of her Asiatic scholarship. 'His translation of the Koran 
is that with which we are most familiar, and has received the ap- 
probation of every nlaster of the Arabic tongue. His Preliminary 
Dissertations are a valuable mine of Arabian history. Perhaps 
the only fault in his version is its being given in the form of solid 
and compact prose instead of being separated, as ip the original, 
into verses. Maracci attended to this division, but he rendered it 
word for word ?*and has often disguised the thoughts and idioms 
of the flowery prophet in the unseemly garb of a barbarous la- 
tinity. Savary has also preserved this distinction ; but he has 
done more,— he has infused into his French translation much of 
the spirit and beauty of the original. Among the numerous 
oriental versions, those into the Persic and Turkish are held in 


• pnr-.of Ihe Kor.m ha»e bMn edited by Ert>ciiio», G..I1U!, /ebendoihm. 
^1 -.rSii* Ravbik Pfeiff.-rii». anil l>an*iu». The li-« edilioii of the emire wotit 
'^brAr.ihic w »« V* «ice in 1530, by Paganini ,.f Bre«ia ; bat ibe 

jnibeAr r ihalihe baolt wai liiiuirdia'ely caiidemnrd l<> the flninea; 

'Terof rare. Pe.er, abUu. «f Cbaai in ,l,e 

tHiZeZh cm, ordered n Latin tri.nst».i.M| to be re, ..red, »l..cb 


Bo?'*"*. The Freoebof Da 

phy, bv Aleiniider R>«», »bo Ihouebi »t ntceuary 10 premuui«b 

*‘>*'’ 7 .rorh rdhoir h5 ‘a needfal careai." «f which the follotviat i. the 
,l,e ,"e„rter, ibe treat Arabian impoa.or now at lanl, after a 

exordia* ^ arrived iu England : nad hi* Atco-an, 

thnusand ye , a* deforaied a* the parent, and a* fulluf li«r(- 

*^*“lr.r«lVh“ad b fuilofrco >*“"•-'» Bos'**", >/««««•* 

JEf7.r«/ *» 



THE KOUAN. 


76 

the highest c&tiinalioH. Yet, wish all ih<;&c advaatages, il will bo 
difficult to impregnate the mind of a European rniidel"" with 
any sentiment approaching that enthusiasm ftf respect and venc* 
ration ip vrhicb the Koran is held by its own believers. 
peruse with impatience the erjdlcss repetition of pious declama- 
tion, the incoherent rhapsody of Ifeble aud precept, of prumksea, 
threats, and admonitions, which seldom excite any definite feeling) 
or idea, — which sometimes, as Gibbon justly remarks, crawls in 
tlic dust, and is sometimes lost fn tbecloud:ii. 

i ts materials are entirely borrowed from the Jewish and Chris* 
tian Scriptures, from the legends of the Talmudists, the Apo- 
cryphal gospels then current in the East« the traditions and far 
bles of the Arabian and Persian mythology, — all heaped togetlier 
without any fixed principle or visible counexiop. Wlun des* 
cribing the various attributes of the Divjpe Peking,, wliether phy- 
sical or moral, it conveys no clearer notions of the inscrutable 
« essence than we before possessed. It only re-echoes the language, 
and feebly imitates the expressions, of the inspired penmen. Hut 
the copy is far below the great original, both in the propriety of 
itB images and the force of its descriptions. Its brightest pas- 
sages are lost in the blaze of the purer light ; and its loftiest 
strains must yield to the sublime simplicity of the Book of Job 
composed, in a remote age, in the same country and in the same 
language. Even the enchanting fiction of the Mohammedan 
paradise was no original invention. The 'Jews had planted the 
mansions of the blessed in the seventh heaven, and furnished 
them with beautiful gardens. The idea of the celestial sphere 
is taken from the Almagestum of Ptolemy, whose writings were 
translated into the Arabic tongue, and haye continued for seven- 
teen centuries to be deemed the true astronomical system by the 
greatest part of the Asiatic world. 1 he black-eyed houris were 
il^e creatmes of the Magi. The atreams^ trees, nymphsi^ cxqu|- 
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site aad rick vcitmcnis, appear to be almost literally 

copied from the furniture-of the Hindoo abode of happiaeas. 
The glorious but allegorical city of the Apocalypse, formed of 
gokl and precious stones, with its twelve gates, its waters of life, 
and fruits of pealing virtue, were grossly interpreted into seixsu^l 
enjoyments. 

With the theology of the Koran the reader is already ac? 
t^iuainted. Its fundamental articles arc comprised in the cclebm« 
ted theorem, or confession of the Moslem faith^ — La u4llah iff 
Allah ; Mouamh&d Hesoul Allah — “ There is but one Godf 
and Mohammed is the apostle of God.’’ This creed may be 
termed pure Deism ; founded, as it is^ on the unity and indivisi- 
bility of the Divine nature. 

The Mohammedans divide their religion into two distinct part's, 
•^faith and practice ; each embracing a variety of subordinate 
particulars, former or doctrinal department, besides a 

belief in God, in his Scriptures, in Iris prophets, and in his 
al)Solute decrees of predestination both of good and evil, in- ' 
Cidcatcs a similar persuasion as to the existence and purity 
of angels, the resurrection of the body, and a general judg- 
ment. These comprehend the six groat points of faith ; 
most of which b^ve already been brought under the rcader’^s 
notice. Angels are conceived to be spiritual beings created 
of lire, which neither eat, drink i^or propagate their species. Tt 
is lieresy to deny tlicir cxistcuco, or to assert any distinction of 
sex anions Various forms, oQices, and occupations are 

at^signed to them , but four are more honoured, andoftencr menti- 
oned than the rest, as being higher in the favour and conlidence 
of the Almighty : Gabriel, the minister of revelations; Michael 
rile friendand protector of ihe Jews ; Asracl, the messenger of 
death ; and Israfi^ who will sound the last trumpet at the, 
lesuuectiom also bellove ri^HWQ guardian angehh wh^ 
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are changed daily, attend on every man to witness and record his 
deeds. The faUof Eblis or the devil, for refiiaing to pay homage 
to Adam, at the Divine command, is a doctrfne of the Koran ; as 
is the beKef of an intermediate order of creatures, the Jin or 
Genii, of a grosser fabric than angels requiring nourishment, 
marrying, subject to death, and rfesjponsible like other mortals, for 
their conduct. 

The resurrection and final judgment of the human race have 
been adorned by the Mohammedans with many legends and fanci* 
ful embellishments. The day is to be preceded and ushered in 
with vast solemnity. Every corpse, when laid in the grave, is 
supposed to be catechized by two examiners, Munkir and Nakir, 
black and livid angels of a. terrible aspect, who order the dead men. 
to sit upright, and answer their interrogatories as to the soundness 
of his faith. If his replies are satisfactory, the body is suffered to* 
zest in peace, and refreshed by the air of paradise pit not, his tor- 
« tare commences. He is beaten on the temples with iron mallets^ 
gnawed apd stung, till he receives bis final doom, by ninety^ 
sine dragons with seven heads each ; which some interpret 
tors allegorize into the acute anguish of a guilty conscrenoe. There 
are sects wli^p reject this notion of a sepulchral examination ; 
but the more orthodox receive it as foundect on the express 
authortiy of their Prophet. 

The dissolution of the body by the stroke of death is palpable 
m the senses ; and the existence of its immortal part is conso* 
mnt to the wishes of nature and the speculations of the sounds- 
eat philosophy. There is, however^ beyond separation, an 
iiAterval of doubt and darkness, which neither the wisdom nor 
tjbB restless curiosity of mah has been able to penetrate. 

The learned Moslems have exercised their ingenuity and 
fancy in describmg the vmtous occupations and abodes of 
# mA vJucb they- call .41( 
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Burzalch ; bnt their opinions seem better adapted to convince the 
illiterate than to satisfy the doubts of the sceptic or the philoso- 
pher. The souls of ^the faithful they dist inguish into three class-^ 
es. Those of the prophets only hav^ immediate admission into 
paradise. The martyrs undergo a sort of Pythagorean imprison^i 
ment in the gizzards of green bkds, which feed on the fruits and 
drink of the waters of those delectable habitations. As to the 
disposal of the third class, there is not the same agreement.* Some 
fix their abode near the sepulchres of their earthly companions; 
some with Adam in the lowest heavens ; others enclose them in 
the trumpet of the Archangel, or in the Zemzem well ; while in- 
fidels are to be shut up in certain a pit in the province of Hadra* 
maut ; or hurled by the angels down to a dungeon in the seventh 
earth, under a green rock called the Devil's Jaw, there tosuffec 
torment till soul and body are again united at the resurrection* 
Such are the idle and puerile discussions that have engaged the 
doctors of oriental theology I .^.fables better suited for the amuse- 
ment of children ^han for tho academy or the mosque. 

The precise time of the resurrection, Mohammed, wiser than 
many Christian fanatics, has not presumed to determine. Itia 
a secret known to God only ; and even Gabriel, when interroga* 
ted on that point, did not blush to confess his ignorance, iiut 
signs, both in heaven and earth, will darkly announce that aw« 
ful catastrophe, when tlie material universe shall be destroyed, 
and the order ef creation confounded in the primitive chaos. 
Eight lesser and sevqjit^n greater phenomena will precede this 
general dissolution. . The faith of men shall decay ; the mean* 
est shall be advanced to eminent dignities i and the maid-ser^ 
vant shall become the mother of her master. Among the greau 
er signs are enumerated the sun's rising in the west ; an eclipse 
•f the moon ; the appearance of a huge beast compounded of vari- 
ous species more grotesque than the loomed monster of the Ape^ 
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ipaTypse, which sliall imprint her matk on the feces of all mankind, 
and demonstrate in the Arabic tongoe the vanity of every religion 
except Islam; the coming of Antichrist, and the irruption of 
Gog and Magog, whose vast armies, in their career of slaughter 
and desolation, will drink thevivers dry, apd whose bows, arrows, 
and quivers will serte the believers seven years to burn ; the de- 
scent of Jestvs on earth near the White Tower of Damascus, un- 
der whose reign the nations shall enjoy security and abundance. 
The relapse of the Arabs to theh ancient idolatries, — the de- 
molition of the Kaaba, — the speaking of beasts, birds, and in- 
animate things, — a smoke enveloping the whole earth, and a 
wind that shall sweep anay the souls of all who have but one 
grain of faith in their hearts,— sum up the catalogue of these 
indications. 

Still the hour of resurrection h !eft uncertain. Three blasts 
•ef the trumpet ("the Koran mentions only two, bflt the more or- 
^ tbodex sects have added another) will be the immediate signal^ 
‘‘ when the whole earth shall be but a handful to the Almighty ; 
and the heavens shall be rolled together in bis right hand."' The 
first trumpet, culled the Blast of Consternation, will stri. e all 
features with terror,— shake the earth to hs centre, — level the 
mountains,— darken the sun,— unsphere the stats, — and dry up 
the sea. The eecon:!, the Blast of Extermination, is the dread 
^Harbinger of death to a’l living beings, —.a fate from which Azra- 
el himself wHI not be exempted. After a pause of fi)rty years will 
be sounded the Blast of Hesurrectum^^wheii the dispersed parti- 
cles of humanity, even to the very hairs, shall be re-assembledy 
f ^ the souls imprisaned in the trumpet shall fly forth like bees 
^ their respective bodies, filHug the vast space between 

^arth and heaven, lliis awful summons will recall tolife every 
-rf^aturei— angels, gehtl, men, and animals ; but the manner of 
b# sesurreetter wffl be dSnrent. The destined partakers of 
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eternal happiness will rise in honour and securify,— those 
iK){-med to misery in disgrace, and under terrible apprehensions. 
The first-fruits of the grave will be Mohammed himself. His 
roiinue will consist of the classes,— believers not distinguished 
for good works will inarch on first: those remarkable for piety 
will ride on white-winged camels, standing ready by their sepul- 
chres, with saddles of gold or silver; the ungodly, timid and 
abashed, will creep grovelling with their faces on the ground ; or, 
according to certain traditions, will change their shape into that 
of some brute typical of their vile propensities. While apes, 
swine, and intolerabfe stench designate respectively the sensual- 
ist, the miser, and the idolater ; the unjust judges shall grope in 
blindness, — the false accusers gnaw their tongues in despair,—* 
and the vainglorious be dressed in garments polluted with pitch. 

The reunion of the soul and body will be followed by the final 
judgment of mankind; when each must give an account, and 
receive the reward of his actions. Though the procedure will '| 
be rapid and decisive,— not longer, as the Arabs express it, than 
the mil.dng of a ewe,— a considerable pause will take place be- 
fore its commencement,— a pause of anxious suspense both to the 
just and the unjust ; the latter having their faces covered with 
blackness, and bathed in an agony of sweat, some to the ankles, 
some to the knees, and others to the mouth, in proportion to their 
several demerits ; and this excessive distillation is the less sur- 
prising, considering the trampling and pressure of so vast a con- 
course, and the fiery begms of the sun which will approach them . 
within the length of* a bodkin. 

In his picture or copy of this sublime solemnity, Mohammed 
has too Kterally represented the forms, and even the slow and 
successive operations of an earthly tribunal Each mdividual 
shall be minutely ^amined as to the circumstances of his life, 
and rec[aired to male public confession how he his time, or 
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seeumulated bk wealth, or employed hie Ulents and his learning 
To these interrogatories he will be at liberty to oiTer the best de- 
Anee in his potter,- by implicating others as the authors or parta- 
leers of his guilt. £ven soul and body may dispute their respec- 
tive share of crinunality ; and have the- measureof tlwir blame 
and punishment detertnhied by the degree of evidence they can- 
produce. The oiFen^ng member may accuse the eye, and both- 
plead in mitigation-tho canud desirot The most exact meiHure 
of justice will be observed ; and the good and evil deeds of. man- 
Idnd accurately weigfied'in a bidance, reaH or allegorical, of so vast 
a capacity that its- two scides,*— one of which hangs over paradise,, 
and the other over hellj— are large enough to contain both hea. 
ven and earth.* Into thescj thoughts, words, and actions shalh 
he impartially cast, and according as the tremeadoas beam pre-- 
pondeiates scmtence will be utarded. 

A singular mode of compensation wiir be allowed for- the re- 
f dress of injuries, but curiously illustrative of the Arabian doc. 
tdae of revenge The aggressor itaust refund an eqmvalcnt of hia- 
ewa good deeds for the benefit of the person he has wronged,— 
tbooaly means of reparation in hk power. Should the balance 
adll be in his favour, even to the weight of su ant, this remnant' 
wQIseonre hk adinksidn into paradise. But, on the contrary^ 
dtould his stock of good works - be edtausted, and any suffbrers 
kftahe hate not feeeived'sadsfitetion, hk demerits wiU be bur- 
dened with an equal qamtdty of thmr sins, and the punishment 


« Tli« beli'everi io a literal talaace allai^ iliaty and actloni hare 

ao tpeciAe gravity, the baokt in wbicb ibese are written will be thrown tnio the 

In Tbe iil#a*of HMa*« netitini bettfg recordfd 
In a book It Bcri|it0rat. lAatihew Pario, in the Viiton of Thurdllu% bui des* 

. Ct^i i|ia\;berelhwiiiy df vfkfgtdni •anlv in dm pmieiice of the devil and ike at>ofK • 
Do ianls AfcbbUbott Tmln reldtet ib|M. oo baUiodng the nieriu of Cbarle, 
Ollptiii^ltibDkindb’df dOtiDm wdrd nganhf the didperor, ndtll it. Jd^o ^rew rdro 
timbef aaiftooja of the cbnrcbeo which be bad foiiiided. This 
fie matter i vaad Die devil titiak o#lk rage aiift djimopofiiltteit... Jiht 
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»8ue to them be visited on his guilty head. While the 
|>art of mankind are condemned for their opinions, the aolioiia 
alone of the Moslems m\l be examined ; for their religious tenets, 
as the very name implies, are regarded as unexceptioiiably ortho- 
dox, Thc4;aine rule of judgment will apply to genii and irra- 
tional animals ; for both areheld accountable. The weaker cattle 
shall take vengeance on the strong, and the unarmed on the 
horned, until the injured have entire satisfaction according to 
the strict law of retaliation ; and when their wrongs are equita- 
bly adjusted, they shall be changed into dust,-— the only excep- 
tion to this doom of the brute creation being Borak, Ezra's ass, 
and the dog of the Seven Sleepers, which, by special favour^ will 
he permitted to rank among the true believers. *The length 
time consumed in the day of judgment, the Koran, in one place, 
makes 1000, and4n another 50,000 years. 

Another peiilous trial, which awaits every soul without distinc* 
tion, is the passage of the famous bridge, A1 Sirat (or the strait^, ^ 
which spans the dreadful abyss of hell, and is represented to be 
ifiner than a hair, and sharper than the edge of a sword. This 
frightful path is beset with briers and thorns ; but the good will 
find no impediment; they will cross with ease and safety, — Mo« 
•hammed and Fatima leading the way ; all the faithful being com- 
manded to hold down their heads till she pass, To the wicked 
these obstacles will prove fatal ; involved in darkness and dismay, 
they miss the narrow footing, and plunge into the fathomless gulf 
•that yawns beneath th^. 

The regions of Ijeppiiiess and misery have been already par- 
tially described. It was the policy of Mohammed to terrify iu^ 
followers by pictures of the most' ap^lUng torments ; and regu- 
lar degrees of suffering are oi^ained for every nliodificaiSd^ of 
guilt. The dark mansions of the Christians, Jews, Sabseans , 
MagUaSi anduh^ateis axe souk below each other with ucreasioH 
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horrors, in the order of their names ; while the seventh or lowest 
hell is, with laudable justice, reserved for the faithless hypocrite^ 
and nominal professors of every religious system. This dismal 
receptacle, ful} of spoke and darkness, tradition asserts, will 
dragged forwfird with roaring noise and fury by 70,000 haltcis, 
each hauled by 70,000 angels. The unhappy wretches will suflcv 
from the extremes of heat and cold,— from the hissing of numerous 
reptiles, and the scoi rges of hideous demons, whose pastime is 
cruelty and pain. Despair wiJ} increase their misery ; for the 
^oranhas condemned them to. these everlasting abodes witli- 
out the smallest hope of deliverance. This etornity of damnation, 
however, is reserved for infjdels alone ; for the Propliet lias judi- 
ciously promised that all bis disciples, whatever be their sins, 
shall be ultimately saved by their own faith and his intercession. 
When the wicked Moslems drop from the nairow bridge, tlicy 
fall only into the uppermost and mildest of the sev^n bells. The 
fterm of their expiation will vary from 900 to 7000 years ; at the 
end of which, when the crimes done in their days of nature are 
purged away,” and their skin burnt black, they will be released ; 
the infernal soot and filth being washed off in the river of life 
till their bodies become whiter than pearls. 

With the structure of the Mohammedan paradise, and thepe* 
puliar nature of its felicities, the reader is somewhat at’quainU?d. 
Before entering, the belityers will be refreshed by drinking at the 
pond of their Prophet, which is supplied by two pipes from Al 
Kawther, one of the celestial rivers. Distinctions will be observ- 
ed as to the time of admission ; Mobamn&^d, who will enter first, 
having declared that the poor (forming the majority of its inha- 
bitant^ will gain admittance £00 years before the rich. At the 
igatiaieach person will be saluted by those beautiful youths appoint* 
to umt and w)ut upon him^ who will be the heralds of 
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The measuro of felicity be proportioned to the deserts of 
the individual,— the most eminent degree being leversed for tlio 
prophets; the second fior the doctors and teachers of the mosques; 
the next for the martyrs ; and the last for the common herd of 
believers. The celestial joys of Mohammed . were addressed 
chiefly to the indulgence of luxury and appetite. Ki vers of water, 
trees of gold, tents of rubies and emeralds, beds of musk, garments 
of the richest brocades, crowns set with pearls of matchless lustre, 
silken carpets, couches and pillows of delicate embroidery, are 
among the rare treasures provided for the gratification of the extor- 
nal senses. Other entertainments are on a scale of similar magnifl^f* 
ccnce. Whatever is subject to waste requires sustenance ; and 
the hungry saints will find abundant supply in a loaf large as tho 
whole globe, in the flesh of oxen, and in the livers of fishes (de- 
licacies among the Arabs), one lobe of which will suffice 70,000 
men. While eatinj,', each will be served in golden dishes to t1 0 
amount of 300, and waited on by as many attendants. Wine, 
forbidden in this life, will be freely allowed in the next ; and may \ 
be drunk to excess without palling on the taste, or incurring tho 
ri-k of intoxication. The Tooba, or tree of happiness, so large 
that the fleetest horsip could not gallop in a hundred years front 
one end of its shadow to the other, — bearing dates, grapes, and 
all manner of fruits, of surprising bigness and inconceivable relish, 
will extend its loaded boughs to the couch of every believer, 
bending spontaneously to his hand, and inviting him to pluck of 
its vintage. And should his capricious desii’es incline, its branch^ 
es will yield the flesh (ff birds or animals, dressed according to 
his wishes ; while from its expanding blossoms will burst vesture* 
of green silk, and beasts to ride on ready saddled, and adorned 
with costly trappings. That every sense may have a congeniiil 
gratification, the car will be ravished with the melodious soYi'gs of 
ftngels and houris, with the vocal hormony of the trees, and the 
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^olian ibe Jb^s that han^ oU their brauchea, ‘tnore^ 

by the aofc winds of heaven. When to this train of gorgt'oiia 
and sensual luxury are added the aeventy^wu damsels (the pai> 
tion of the humblest of the faithful), whose charms shall eclipse 
all other glories, who,e complexions are briglit as rubies, and 
'whose eyes, resembling “ pearls hidden in their shells," shah 
merer wander to any but their husbands, we may form a tolerable 
conception of those deKghts to which the voluptuous Mussut* 
4»an lotdcs fwward as his cliief felicity in another world. 

The most exquisite and artificiid fdeasuresef this life become 
insipid from long possession, or -superfluous from the limited 
capacities of their mortal owner. Mohammed has made provision 
mgainstboth contingencies. At whatever period believers may 
•die on earth, in heaven they shill never exceed the potent and 
-animated age of thirty. A moment of happiness will be prolonged 
■to 10)0 years, and the enjoyment will be enhanced by an increase 
lof abilities to the extent of a hundred fold. Amid the endless 
(Varieties of flavour and fragrance their appeUtes will never doy ^ 
and they diall be exempted from those troublesome secretions 
w'hich nature has made so indispensable io the health and comfort 
•«f the boman animal. The aye of the enraptured possessor, so 
-strong will be its vision, wilt wander over his gardens and groves, 
■and decry the beauties of his wives and bia wealth at the distance 
oflOOO years* journey. 8 ho aid any of the faithful desire chil- 
dren {for without the wish the end would be unaccomplished^, 
■tfab space of one hour will suffice fur the birdi and growth of a 
yotmg believer sixty cubits high, —the alltjped stature of Adam, 
and the standard height of paradise. Or should his fancy turn 
to the rusdepleasuiMs ef agdcidture, a moment of time will see 
hhrlnxmiant crops spring up tome to maturitY* 

V^n , so eoas^oous in the Korui as incentives to’ teligmua 
ftaflyluure^ byaomeii not only besAesdiided heprea, bat 
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deprived of'the attribute of imn(iovtaIity->.a!8out' Th*s tfpprobrinni' 
must be ascribed to the misrepresentation of the Chrisrimts or 
flic ignorance of the Sfobammedans^ since its coiHradictionmap 
be clearly inferred from their creed. Notwithstanding the pre> 
Talence of this vulgar error, the gates of paradise will be open 
to both sexes ; but whether they shall inhabit tire same or 
separate apartments is a point yet undecided. Mohammed had 
too much respect for the fair to teach'such humiliating doctrine-* 
Bis law rejected the negative precept of tlie gospel, of “ neither 
marrying nor giving in marriage but he has prudently abstained 
from specifying the liiiale companions of the female elect, whether 
they will be united to their earthly spouses, or have paramours- 
of musk created for them ; lest, as an ingenious historian has 
semarked, he should alarm the jealousies of their •former huso- 
bands, or disturb their felicity by the suspicion of an everlasting 
union. Like men, their actions will be subjected to the same 
judicial balance, and rewarded or punished accordingly; though *\ 
their felicity will not be so exquisite, as tbeir deeds cannot have- ‘ 
been equally important or meritorious. At the same time, the 
Arabian apostle has Icfr it recorded, on the evidence of his owm 
eyes, that the majority of infernal wretches are to consist of this^ 
frul and fascinating portion of humanity. Their degraded state- 
ki oriental society, as to their moral and intellectual character » 
may still be inferred from the legislative precept of the Koran*- 
which esrimetei- a woman as worth, only the moiety of a man,, 
and makes the fine of qp ofiSnee against' the, former but one«haI£ 
of that fo|r an injury to the latter. 

That the eamality of tbe-future'State, andan imikaited indulf 
genee of the corporeal propsasirie% consritnte a fundamentat'' 
priacipl«.af the Mohammedan religbn, numerous passiq^eattt the 
Koran place b^ond all controversy« Some of lire foUowers and mo>* 
dast apolo^atAof tbat sread harp rmlted at ae gram a- doetrine]* 
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ftiid adopted the convenient excuse of figures and allegories. Bui 
the sounder and more consistent party abjure the refined notions 
of types and parables ; they adhere to the'literal acceptation of 
the text, and would consider the highest metaphorical enjoyments 
» worthless substitute for the luxuries of the Tooba-tree, or the 
black eyes of the aromatic virgins. 

Of predestination, as an article of Moslem belief, it is unneces^ 
•ary to repeat what has already been stated. Its use, as a ser.^ 
viceable instrument in tlie bands of the warlike Prophet, and the 
cilectsit produced on his followers, was probably the only revela^ 
tion that taught him the divine mystery. l*he apparent incon- 
sistency between necessity and responsibility did not escape the 
penetration of his companions, who naturally reasoned, Since 
God hath appointed our places, may we confide in this, and 
abandon our religious and moral duties But the son of Ab 
daihih was not to be entrapped in this dilemma^ aoid he replied, 
Abatgood works were the spontaneous fruits of the happy, while 
*bad were a characteristic test of the miserable. Over all the 
Slobammedan nations of the present day the tenet still reigns in 
its pristine force ; and its effects are visible in that torpid inacti- 
‘vity of mind which supe^'sedes the exercise of reason and indus- 
try, and considers every attempt to change the common order 
of things as a crime not far removed from rebellion against tho 
established laws of the Deity. 

The preceding sketch will suffice to give an idea of the first 
grand division of Islam, and the six cardinal points in its 
Confe5:sion of Faith. The second, or practical branch, compre- 
Itends four fundamental duties. 1. Prayer. 2. Alms. 3. Fast* 
ings. 4. The Pilgrimage to Mecca-— Prayer is a most import* 
imt ^uty of the Mohammedans ; it is declared to be the pillar 
eJT religion, and the key of paradise. The literal command of 
Eoran appears to enjoin only four times of daily prayer^ 
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^tilled namaxi ; but a slight difference in the signification of 
the word has led the expounders of the sacred law to decide that 
five were meant : in the morning before sunrise,-— directly after 
mid-day,— in the afternoon,— in the evening after sunset, while 
twilight remains,— and before the first watch, or midnight.* 
At these stated periods of devotion every true believer is sum-* 
moned by the voice of the muesains or public criers from the 
tninaretSf^^Jllah akhbar ! Allah akhbar! &c« <*Godis great f 
God is great ! there is but one God ! Mohammed is his Pro* 
phet ! Come to prayers ! come to prayers !"' and in the morning 
call are added the words, Prayer is better than sleep ! prayer 
is bettor than sleep f'— a sentiment not unworthy, the considera* 
tion of those who profess a purer religion. 

To indicate the direction of the Kaaba, towards which their 
faces must be turned, their mosques have the mehrab or niche, 
pointing to tlfe Holy City ; and where these conveniences are 
impracticable, tables are furnished, calculated for finding the 
kebla. Their litany requires a certain number of ejaculations, 
which the more scrupulous count by a string of beads. Tarioue 
ceremonies and attitudes are prescribed, — sitting, standing, 
kneeling, adoring with the face downwards, and seventeen rikalsf 
or bowings of the body, two at morning prayers, three in thw 
evening, and four at each of the other performances. In imita-.. 
tion of the old Jewish custom, or rather in consonance with the 
general feeling of Asiatic jealousy, the female sex are prohibited 
• 

« Thf words of ^he Korfiii are, je ran dislin|;ubh a white (hrea4 

fram a black by the daybreak **— (Chap. ii. ) The Jewsrieterminpd ihe time of 
their moroing when they could disceeb <be bl«»e (hiead. from ilie while 

fa the fringra of ibeir garments,— jPrebm, Duf, sect, iv. p. 14^. Mobaau 
med ini^ is evidently aot made for the Ar^ltc regions. The Arabs flivide ihsir 
ray inin twenty-four and recikon them from one setting sun to another. 

The inomeni when the sUo dUappeait is enUed Mogreb | about two hoiira after ia 
niAscliai two hours later, El Marfa; midnight, N*us.el.Lrjl ; the dawn, 
Fodjer ; sqnriae, Bt Suhh | noon, B1 Dtthr f three bbnra after neon, Bl Asr«— 
NUi. Detcript- de PJrakU, The hours pf prj^Sf juiei l^ngrcb. ffMS el-LcjL 
£l faajer, £1 Duht.Biid » Asr. ^ • i . . . . 
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from joining in pnfblic pra^^ers. Rejecting the days liallotiteJ by 
the Jews and Cliriatians, Mohammed consecrated Friday as the 
Sabbatk of the Mussulmans. But iis observance is by no 
sneafis enforced with that strictness and decorum which distin- 
guish the Jewish and Christian institutions. Except when en- 
gage in the legal performance of their devotions, the faithful 
are allowed to resort to their pastimes or even their worldly 
employments. Originally, few mosques had regular preachers, 
the caliphs themselves discharging that function in a sort of 
jharangue or exhortation to the people. The ancient Arabs 
appear to have had no other clergy than their chiefs or pa- 
triarchs. A priesthood or hierarchy of different ranks was af- 
terward substituted over all the Moslem dominions; and per- 
petual revenues, from endowments or money gathered for pious 
uses, established for their maintenance. 

Purification or cleansing of the body is an* indispensable qua^ 

' liilcation, and pronounced by their apostle himself to be the key 
* ef prayer, without which it cannot be acceptable. The same 
rituul that prescribes their devotions enjoins on all Moslems a va- 
liety of preparatory legal washings. Certain cases require a to- 
tal immersion ef the body, called which, on many occasi- 
ons, is repeated three er four times a week. The wodhn is the 
ordinary ablution or washing of the face,. hands, and feet, after a 
particular manner, and is necessary to the performance of every 
seligioua aet The number and repetition of the minute obsep- 
ranees must to us appear idle and ridiqulous ; but the founder 
of Islam saw the utility of captivating the senses of a rude 
and ignorant multitude by a display of ceremonial rites. The 
precision with which they are described would often revolt the 
" of European notions. Each ablation is regulated by 

strictest eSeder of method and precedency- Every stage of 
Ae process ie accompanied irith pious ejaculations :^the right 
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lias a prayer different from the left; the head, the neck, and 
ears, are washed each with its appropriate address to the Deity. 
I'hd element may be/ain, river, sea, well, snow, or ice water ; but 
it must be free of all impurities in taste, colour, or smell. When 
water is scarce or unattainable, there is permission to supply its 
place with sand, dust, gravel, ashes, &c. This mode of perfornv* 
ing the wodhu is called A*t^iamoum. It is not, however, the 
merit of originality, for the Arabs and Jews made a similar use 
of earth, leaves, or buds of plants; and we read in a Gresk au« 
thor (Cedrenus) that the Christian rite of baptism was adminis« 
tered with sand to ^ an expiring traveller in the wilderness of 
Africa. 

Connected with this department of the Mohammedan liturgy 
is the ceremony of circumcision, both to males and females, -*-a 
rite in use among the idolatrous Arabs ; as also in Egypt, Abys** 
sinia, Ethiopia, and other countries to which the laws of the 
Jews did not extend. No certain age is prescribed, nor is the 
practice absolutely necessary ; but the seventh year is esteemed ^ 
the most convenient ; and it is a reproach to all good Mussul- 
mans to want this national symbol of their faith. It is always 
in the house of their relations that this religious ceremony is 
performed ; the operators are the public barbers, and the patients 
are subjected to a con6nement of fifteen days. The imam of 
the mosque assists in bis priestly capacity ; and, in families of 
distinction, the occasion is celebrated with alms, sacrifices, feasU 
ing, and other sumptuous entertainments. It is not to be con« 
founded with the rite^f baptism, which usually takes fivice on 
the day of the birth ; the imam simply pronounces the name, 
and whispers into the Childs's ear an exhortation to be faithful to 
his creed, and attentive to prayers. 

Charity is imposed as a religious duty on every Mossudmap; 
The Koran frequently and stron^y recolmmends it ; and, in ad^ 
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dition to what is exacted by law, every believer must make done* 
tions to the iniHgent, otherwise he is not considered to have per- 
formed the duty of almsgiving in all its extent. Alms are of two 
aorta, legal and voluntary. The former, by some called 
is of indispensable obligation, and defined by the legislator with 
minute precision, both as to kind and quantity. Originally, 
iheaalcat amounted to two and a half per cent, on the principal of 
the estate ; and was commanded to be paid in cattle, including 
camels, cows, andtheep, money, corn, fruits, and even merchan- 
dise. Strictly to accomplish the law, every Mussulman was en* 
joined to bestow a tenth of his revenue ; and if his conscience 
should accuse him of fraud or extortion, the tithe, by way of con- 
fiscatory atonement, was enlarged to a fifth. Upun the wide 
duffusion of Islam, the sakat was found to be not only difficult to 
collect, but unequal and invidious. The learn ed doctors split 
into a multiplicity of opinions about the proportion and mode in 
which it should be levied on property of various finds. It haa 
in consequence been generally abandoned, or restricted to goods 
imported, by way of trade. The voluntary alms is left to the 
conscience of the giver : but the obligation of charity is so vehe- 
mently recommended, both by precept and tradition, that few 
orthodox believers evade the sacred duty. 

The creed of Mohammed is hostile to the ascetic virtues. The 
voluntary penance of moubs and hermits was odious to a prophet 
who censured in his companions a rash vow of abstaining from flesh, 
wmnen, and sleep. The legitimate purpose of fasting, it is obvi- 
ous, is the prevention of offences, not their punishment; but in* 
stead of making it a frequent or arbitrary observance, he has en- 
tirely frustrated its beneflcial effeeUib by restricting it to a partU 
ceiat season of each year. Although voluntary, penanioe is re*^ 
commended, the month of Ramadan is especially set*apart for 
legions abstinence* thirty daye^ bet ween the first appeal^ 
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ance oF the two new moons the various members of the body must 
be kept under rigorous prohibition. To taste food or drink, to 
emcll perfumes, or swajlow spittle, to vomit, bathe, or even breathe 
the air too freely from daybreak till sunset, would render this sa^ 
cred ordinance null and void. But from evening till day -break, 
the faithful are allowed to refresh nature, though the more scru«- 
pulous renew their fast at midnight. When the Ramadan falls 
in summer, this self-denial is extremely rigorous and mortifying; 
for the patient martyr must wait the close of a tedious and sultry 
day, without assuaging bis thirst with a drop of water, or tasU 
ing a particle of nourishment that can recruit his strength or 
gratify his senses. During this consecrated season other duties 
acquire an additional merit; charity becomes doubly virtuous, 
and the retaliation of injuries is forbidden. But, like other ex« 
ternal ceremonies, this law is accounted a dead letter unless the 
performance is accompanied with a suitable disposition of heart 
and spirit. Tife only amends for these statutory mortifications, 
are the two bairams or principal annual festivals. The former 
( Jdal Feh\ or feast of breaking the fast) begins on the first of 
the month immediately succeeding Ramadan, and is kept front 
three to five or six days. The other ( Id al Korban^ or feast of 
the sacrifice) commences on the 10th of Dulhajja, during the 
time of the pilgrimage. 

The nature of oriental climates has rendered particular kinds 
of food detrimental to health, and led to a division of animals 
into clean and unclean. The filthiness of the hog, and its ten- 
dency to engender cutsUieous diseases, have caused it to bopro- 
scribed in most warm countries. The interdict laid down in the 
Koran, in which tbe Mussulman doctors compre hend beasts and 
birds of prey, does not esttend so far as the Mosaic catalogue. 
All amphibious anttnak are unclean; so are the ass and mule: 
but lawyers diSbr about the horse* Camels are lawfuhharai^ 
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neater; but it is a mistalce of ignorant writers to accuse die 
Arabs of feeding on dogs and wolves. The inhibition to eat 
blood was levelled against a comtnanpractioeinthetimeof paga. 
nism, of drawing it from a live camel, which they cooked by boil, 
ingin a bag or gut. The ani mals proper for the diet of the faith- 
ful must be killed agreeably to a prescribed form ; if slain accir 
dentally, or in hunting, they may be eaten ; but the most ortho- 
dox fadiion is by cutting the throat. 

Beasons both philosophical and medicinal have been urged fbc 
abolishing the drinking of wine. The drst injunction of the 
Koran was simply against excess in. the use ^f strong liquors, as 
incentives to quarrelling and bloodshed. This not proving suf- 
ficient, the special restriction was converted into a positive and 
general law by which inebriating fluids were altogether proscribed. 
A precept so cleat would hardly seem capable of admitting a la. 
titude of interpretation, yet a diversity of sentiment exists as to 
its exact import ; some contending that the statute allows the mo- 
• derate use of wine, while the more conscientious hold it absolute- 
ly unlawful not only to taste that liquor, but to make it, or traffic 
in It, or even to maintain themselves by the money arising from 
its sale, liie libertine and the hypocrite find means to evade the ' 
statute, and indulge freely, notwith-tandiog the threatened pains 
of hell. 

The Moslem lawyers, with the casuistry of their profession, 
have so refined die simple injunctions of the Koran, that their 
essence is nearly lost. The crime of tippling may be practised 
with impunity to any extent short of oStrsgeous disorder. If 
the smell wine be not on the breath of the accused, or his in- 
toxication self-apparrat, evidence to the fact is of no avail; ex- 
ch^t in cases wh^ the flavour may be presumed to evaporate, 
the dutance the offender has to travel to the resid^eo of the 
Ifti^Btrate. Even fftheodew remaitt, or if ho should vomit 
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wiire, \Titnesse6 must have seen him drink the forbidden j nice; 
for, as the muftis and ^moollalis ingeniously argue, he may only 
have sat among vi4nd-driukers, or wit e may have been adminis. 
tered to him by force or fraud. When the crime is fully proved 
eighty stripes is the punishment of a freeman; but a slave h 
liable only to forty, on the principle that, as bondage deprives 
faintrof half the blessings of life, he should suffer but half its pu** 
nishments ; all offences being supposed to increase in magnitude 
in proportion to the rights and enjoyments of the guilty. The 
inhibition against intoxicating liquors has been extended by the 
more orthodox to chffee, opium, tobacco, hashish, and benj, or 
the leaves of hemp in pills or conserve ; but at present the whole 
of these articles are not merely tolerated, but used without any 
religious scruple whatever^ 

The moral argument against intemperance in drinking app& 
ed with equal# force to the prohibition of gaming. Dice, cards^ 
tables, sortilege, all Moslem commentators agree to be expressly 
prohibited. An artful and plausible distinction saved chess, the 
favourite pastime of the East, from this sweeping ordinancei 
That its success depends less on chance than skill and manager 
menthas satisiied most of the Moslem nations of its lawfulness ; 
who allow it under condition that it be not made a speculation for 
money, or abinderance in the regular performance of. their devo^ 
tions. The fulminations of the Prophet are interpreted to hare 
been directed chiefly against the carved pieces of ivory or wood 
which the idolatrous Arabs used in playing, being rude figures 
of men, elephants, horses, and dromedaries ; and consequently 
condemned in the same text with image-worship. The pure osh 
thodox sects BubstUute plain pieces of wood and ivory; but the 
Persians and Indians are less scrupulous about the am of usiiig 
carved images, or betting money. 

The civil and criminallawsof 'the Mohammedans are based 
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on the Eorsn, and extended into a EOit of digest in Tarious eoU 
lections of supplementary traditions. To enter into the serera 1 
decisions and interpretations of the more learned civilians might 
be curious, but would engross too large a space for our purpose* 
The restraints on polygamy, and the punishment of conjugal 
infidelity, have already been incidentally mentioned. The sole 
privilege which the laws of the Prophet give to a wife) but deny 
to concubine, is that of dowry. In point of reputation their eba* 
notere are without distinction ; and the children of both are 
held legally in the same consideration. The power of dissolving 
rite nuptial bond by divorce is griinted ta*both sexes, but with 
different privileges. By the Mohammedan law, as well as the 
Mosaic, reasons which to us appear trivial justify the husband 
in severing the tenderest of all human connexions. Though a 
written divorce with the Moslems is in general use, the verbal 
declaration of the husband is sufficient ; but thianominal facili* 
ty of repudiation is powerfully checked by subsequent circum> 
stances. In securing to the widow and the orphan that part of 
the property which is settled on her at marriage, and which, in the 
times of paganura, was often unjustly takenrirom them, the au« 
thorof their system has vindicated the right of the female sex, 
and entitled himself, in this iostan ce, to the praiae of a wise and 
humane legislator. A woman’s dower is entirely at her own dia* 
posal, and totally free from the control of her husband or his 
creditors ; and so great is her independence in this respect, that 
noriiers frequently asrign the reversion ^to dieir sons, who have 
eonipriled payment of it from their fathers, — a privilege in sin* 
fiilar opposition to tbo generid concUtionof females in Eastern 
countries. 

The. fourth chaptor ^ the Koran has detailed at length tho 
laws relating to infancy, succession, and dowry,— ^natters of high 
itopoctaacouithe estimatioa of theMoslms; and, inthcfil^A 
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the power of testamentary disposition is acknowledged, and se- 
veral directions given for making this will in a solemn and authen 
tic manner. The Mohammedan punishment of theft is unrea* 
sonable, and breathes the spirit of a barbarous age. If a man 
or woman steal,” says the Koran, cut oflP their hands, in retri- 
bution for what they have committed.”"*^ According to the prac- 
tice of the best Moslem courts, amputation is not to be inflicted 
unless the value of the stolen articles amounts to five dinars, or 
forty shillings, f and unless they be found in custody. In al^ 
cases where the penalty attaches, the right hand is to be struck 
off for the first offence, and the left hand for the second. Incar- 
ceration is the punishment for reiterated offences. The whole of 
a band of robbers are answerable for the acts of any one of their 
number: and if murder is also committed by them on the high- 
way, they are put to death, even if the blood-avenger should for- 
give them; the^ sentence may be crucifixion or amputation, or 
both, at the discretion of the judge. 

With regard to injuries or crimes of an inferior nature^ 
where no particular punishment is awarded by the Koran, and 
which are not expiable by fine or compensation, the Moham- 
medans, as the Jews did in similar cases have recourse to the bas- 
tinado, the most common chastisement used in the East at the 
present day ; and which is performed by beating the offender on 
the soles of his feet. As they are fond of a celestial origin for 
their civil as well as sacred institutions, the cudgel, the instru- 
ment generally employed to carry the judge's sentence into 

« Tn rases of theft, which are ptitiUhed by ampumtion, slaves and freemeta are 
on an fo»»ting ; for the Mosjlero doctors have flcraveiy decided that it is 

imposMtile to ha’ve amputatiim. — MilCs flUt. p. 325. I)'Ohi>»on (Tab. de i'fSnip. 
Ott,), Uciuiid (Ue flelij;. Msihom.), BubuvUs (De Liuir. Tuic.)^ will cxplaia' 
the laws and liturgy of the Musleuib, 

f Five dinars may be reikooetf iequal to about St, 6s, 3d., as the present value 

of money. 
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execution, and which- has been found of such admirable effTcacy 
in keeping the naughty in good order, they pretend to have de« 
scended from heaven. i 

As their religious and juridical code U the same, the clergy are 
expounders of the law^. Three general classes of judicial ofl[l « 
cers are reoognised, — muftis, cadis, and mushtahids ; but their 
powers vary in diderent nations. In India the cadi is the 
supreme civil judge. In Turkey he is the ordinary judge. 
The mufti is the nominal chief magistrate ; but he has no 
tribunal, and never decides capses except those of great moment. 
The cadi is the officer who gives the law operation and effect;, 
and in all questions of importance he is assisted by several mool- 
labs, or learned men. The Koran, or its most esteemed com- 
mentators, regulate his decisions ; and in novel oases he exer- 
cises his own judgment. The mosque is the place where he 
must sit for the execution of his office ; or he ixkay use hia own 
house, so that there be free access to the people. 

Besides the Koran, various traditions of the actions and say- 
ings of the Arabian Prophet have been preserved; and these 
constitute the second authority of Mussulman* law. The Koran 
was suited only for a rude people; and when the power of the 
caliphs increased, it became imposiblc to govern their numerous 
arubjects by the comparatively few rules and maxims which it 
contained, most of w|)ich were local, and quite inapplicable to 
many of the nations who had submitted to the Paracen arms. 
This deficiency admitted only of one remedy, — that of render- 
ing the original law more copious by authentic supplements. As 
tifie founder of their economy was believed never to have spoken 
feut by ins[i^ration, an account of these traditionary sayings was 
carefully noted down from his wives and companions./ Thisim^ 
mense collection was called sonncj a word equivalent to cust^np 
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or imtiiuie^ and somewhat resembles the Jewish Mishna.^ 

Of these collections six are held in peculiar esteem. One was 
made by Abu Horaira, a constant attendant on Mohammed, who 
inckuamcd him the Father ef a Cat^ — an animal of which he 
was piVticularly fond, and carried always about with him. That 
funned by Abu Abdallah of Bokhara is peculiarly famous. Two! 
hundred years after the Prophet^s dc^ath he selected 7^75 genuine 
traditions from 100,000 of a doubtful, and 200,000 more of a spu- 
rious character. This collection was compiled at Mecca, and is 
adopted by the Sonnees. 

Neither the simplicity of his creeds nor the terror of the sword, 
tior the exhortations of the pulpit eould establish that unanimity 
of sentiment which Mohammed professed so ardently to desire* 
The spirit of division, which appeared among his followers even 
before his death, broke out with greater violence under liissuc** 
ccssors. The^ussulman sects have been far more numerous and 
violent than those of Christianity ; and the history of themo.sque 
presents as melancholy a view of the weakness of the human 
heart, and the pride of the human intellect, as is afforded bj^ 
the annals of the church. Volumes might be filled With their 
names and their tenets. The same knotty points in scholas* 
tic theology that puzzled the divines of Christendom,— the es« 
sence and attributes of God,— the justice of predestinatipn, and 
its compatibility with freedom of will,— the proviaee of reason in 

matters of faith,— and a number of casuistical questions on 

a 

* The only complete work in Ihc English langnnge pxpressly on these tradili* 
oniiry laws, is a truiulaifoii of the Misebat ul A^lasabilit or “ Niche for holding 
ihe Lamp.” The Engli*li vcr.'ion is by Captain Matthews of (be Royal Artillery, 
and was published ui Cnicutin) in ti! vuh. 4to. in 1S09. The was propi^r* 

Jy n commentary on the Mnsnbih ul Suunat, or ** Lamp of Religious Ob$^r?- 
niices,'’ collected by (he Imam Hussein of Bagdad, who died A. 11. 516. Another 
juridical cmnmemiii y is the Iladuyn, a work of very high authority in all Moslem 
countries Where the Soonee faith prevails. In t791, Coionel Cbaiks TIamUthti 
piitdtshed ai» Englhh edition, in 4 volt. 4to. The first volunte of Colonel Bail- 
lie's DigsU of MoUuwuiedao Law wa> publLbed at Calcutta ia 1605# 
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the moral beauty or turpitude of actions, -^liave been the theme 
of bitter and implacable controversy among the doctors of 
Islam. * 

The two leading sects are denominated the Sonnees and the 
Sheahs, or Shiites, 'ihe diilerence between them was originally 
more political than religious. The former appropriate to them- 
selves the name of orthodox ; they are traditionists, or believers 
intheSonna; and, consequently, acknowledge the authority of 
the first caliphs, from whom most of these traditions were deriv- 
ed. Distracted with controversy, they at length reposed on the 
faith of four eminent theologians, -^Hanifa^ Malec, Shafei, and 
Hanbal, who were not only reputed holy and learned divines,^ 
but masters in jurisprudence. These interpreters were in some 
points not altogether unanimous ; but they were deemed radically 
sound, and have given their names to four sects, honoured as the 
pillars of the Soniiee faith. After their death eachfiad a separate 
oratory in the Temple of Mecca anil they have been canonized 
as the four imams, or bigh-priests, of the established ortliodox 
religion. ♦ 

The Sheahs, or sectaries, differed mainly from the preceding 
in asserting the divine and indefeasible right of Ali to succeed 
the Prophet. 'I'he same spiritual and secular dignity which they 
conceive should have descended immedic^tely to the father, 
ought to have been transmitted to his lineal posterity; conse- 
quently, they consider, not only the three 6rst caliphs, but all 
their successors, who took the title of Loffilsof the Faithful, as 
usurpers. This belief is hostile to the whole fabric of the Sonnee 
tradition, which rests on the authority of these three caliphs ; 

ww poisoned at Bagdad, A, H. 150. Malec died at Medina. A, H. 
a native «»f Syria, ard ended hid rinya io Eeypt, A. II. $01. 
MnviM died at Bagdad, A. U OAuon, Tab. Gtn, Inirad. %ai«t Prelim. 

!>ect. wii, ^ 
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though they admit the Sonna where its sources have not been 
fjontamiiiated. The^Persians \rere the first nation who proclaim- 
ed themselves of this sect, about the commencement of theSuf- 
favean dynasty (A. D. 1499); and for more than three centu- 
ries their creed has been the prevailing faith of that country. 
The authority of Hanifa maintains the ascendant in Turkey /Par- 
tary,and Hindustan ; Malcc is chiefly recognised in Barbary and 
the southern parts of Africa ; Shafei has followers both in Persia 
and Arabia, and possesses a limited influence over the sea<coast of 
the Indian peninsula and the eastern islands 

There are numerous other heretical sects among the Moham- 
ipedans who disagree even on fundamental points of faith. The 
spirit of hostility between most of these, especially the Sonnees 
and Sheahs, is rancorous and irreconcilable. Names which are 
never menlioned but with blessings by the one and hourly cursed 
by the other. No wars, as has been justly remarked, that ever 
desolated the Ohnstian world, have caused half the bloodshed 
and misery, or been so deeply stamped with the character of im- 
placable animosity, as have arisen from the political and religious 
controversies of the Mohammedan sectaries. 

Having thus laid before the reader a sketch of the life and re- 
ligion of the Arabian Prophet, we shall now advert to the war- 
like achievments of his followers, who constantly appealed to 
their victories as an express testimony of Heaven to the truth of 
their creed; and who, under the terrible namte of Saracene,* 
extended their dominion over more kingdoms and countries ia 
(eighty years than the Romans had done in 800. 

* The derivation of the nnme Saroc«a has pozxled etjnnolojrisfg, ^ine 
gii^gested Saruhfthe w>fe of Ahrahatn ; but they fdrzet Ui>it rhe lHh|neeliti|yi^erA 
descended from Haznn Skraka,ti city of the Nahathmn?^ a deslii. aa^ 

an Arabic word sienifyitta a thief, have all been adopted ^as the true 
of the name.— do Vrbibui, HoitiHg, ffht* Oritnt, iib. i. cap^ l. 
fiopharti Opera, vol. i. cul. 313. Orient toms Ir. g. 
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Dispiilf I in choosing a Successor <o Mohaiomed— Abu Bekrr elected Cal iph-« 
AM refuses Siiboiissioo-^Tuibulent State f>f the Empire-^lnvasion of SyiiH— 
Success of the Suracem— Capture of Boira^^Siei^e of f>aina«cnt-^Bonle of 
Aiznadio— Surrender of Damascui-rDea h of Abu Beker-^Accet^ston of Ouitir 
k^iirsuit and Plunder of (he Dumitscene Exiles— Action at Uie Fair of Abyla 
•—Battle of Yermouk— Siege and Cu|iiinluiion uf JeWalein— Journey of the 
Caliph to that Capital— Surrender of Aleppo— The Castle besieged uud taken 
hy Stratagem— Reduction of An tiuch— Flight of Heradius— Subjiiguii'tfi 
of Syria a«d Palestine*— Di^grare and Death of Kbaled— Invaiiou of Persia 
— Battle of Gadetia— Occupation of Miidayn— Immense Booty— Baltic of 
Naharund— Defeat and Death of Yczdtjird— Final Coo^uesi of Peisia. 


It vas a political eiror in Mohammed^ and one that proved fa« 
tal to the unity and stalnlity of his empire, that Ifb neglected to 
name his immediate successor, ur lay doun regulations for filling 
the vacant caliphate. This is Ae more surprising, as be left no 
male posterity -of his own, and must have foreseen the dismal 
consequences of an interregnum, or a disputed succesion. His 
demise was the signal for immediate contest between the two 
grand parties of his followers. The same day that laid liim in 
the grave saw Uiem assembled to deliberate on the choice of a 


new sovereign. Tlie Refugees insisted on their prior claim, as 
being the feUow-citiaens, the kinsmen, and first proselytc^uf 


367. Jhulfe^, a Oagnier, p, 63. The appellation Ims no nllutiion to any 
particular city, or any trait of ostional chatsoter. Itcotncs fmfo the Arabic 
word Shmk^ and meansao Etuiem J*evpU r which the Saracens were in reft-renre 
to the Rotnaui.— Potiohe Sp^inm, p. 33-35. Quid mim sonm Saracenns quam 
IWeiIrM et lit pltirsll SAor^fls, i. e. Or ientei iaco I as,-*^JV&S/e'9 Arab. Poenk 
J^105. 11 was 1^1 i»< after the Roman coaqucsls in Paleaiioe tlmt ctie uatn^ 
when it wperseded that of lahinaeUtei and Naha thaw nn. 
t\W^<eh«ciirely applied hy Phay and Ptolemy to certain irthet, and used it, 
A AiStateaus and Prodopiat. Bht it wat not a^osted S8 a nnti . 

aotll the .wr 715, ia^the reig^of cb^ valiph 
Afartgwy, HUt ilee Arab* (oae ti. p, 393, ' 
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their apostle. The Ansars pleaded their meritorious services iis 
offering an asylum to tlic fugitives of Mecca and their persecuted 
master. The Koreish were still jealous-of the pre-eminence of 
the line of Hashem. The hereditary title of AU was opposed 
by Ayesha, and offensive to the aristocratio spirit of the other 
chiefs, wlio were secretly anxious to keep the sceptre within their 
reach by a free and frequent election. Omar and Abu Beker 
were both proposed, but they mutually declined to take prece^ 
clence of each other; 

Separation appeared inevitable; swords were drawn, and the 
hasty structure of Moslem greatness was tottering to its founda« 
tion,wIien the tumult was seasonably appeased by the disinterest- 
ed resolution of Omar, who quietly renounced his own preten- 
sions, and offered his hand in token of fealty and obedience to 
his venerable rival. Perhaps the crafty" politician saw in the ad- 
vanced age of the new caliph* but a narrow barrier between him- 
self and the tfirone. 

The Hashemites alone decFned the oath of fidelity; anditia 
remarkable that their chief, Ali, the cousin of their Prophet, and* 
tlie husband of his favourite daughter, had not, in that numerous 
conclave, a single voice to advocate his claims^ He had publicly 
refused his concurrence in the inauguration of Abu Beker; but 
the intrigues of the disaffected could not prevail with him to dfs- 
turb the peace of his country; nor could .the arrogance of Omar,, 
vrho threatened to consume his habitation with (ire, terrify hkn in* 
to submission. The new sovereign despii^ed the pompous epi- 
thets of royalty; and, In reverence for the founder of their reli- 
gion, adopted the simple and more Mattering title o^ caliph. But 
scarcely had his accession taken place, when be was overwhelmed 
with the accumulated intelligence of apoetacy, revolt, and im- 
posture, A-om all quarters. The religious spirit which the exam- 
pleof Mohammed had kindled among the Arabs was but a bbap* 
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of f'tnaticlsm ; and on his decease tlicy seemed desirous of re. 
turning to th^ altars of idolatry. The Christians were tributa. 
lies rather than subjects; and the obstinate Jews had again di- 
rected their hopes to the exploded ritual of Moses. The tribes 
of the Desert Were sinking back into their ancient paganism ; and 
the Koreish would perhaps hare restored the images of the Kaa- 
ba, had not Abu Heker checked their inconsistency by an effect 
live reproof : “ Ye men of Mecca, will ye be the last to embrace, 
and the first to abanuon the religion of Islam 

The success of the Prophet bad encouraged others, even in his 
lifetime, to emulate his pretensions. Aswad, a dexterous usur- 
per, who seised the government of Yemen, had already suftcred 
tlie punishment of his rebellion^ Moseilama had made alarm- 
ing progress in the territory of Yemama, and was still in the ze- 
nith of his apostacy. A Christian woman, who aspired to the ho- 
irours of a prophetess ffor the spirit of imposture was not confin- 
ed to the male sex), became his associate; and even in the pub-<* 
lie camp the decencies of words and actions were spurned by the? e 
privileged and amorous saints. Rhaled, the scourge of the infi- 
dels, with an army of 40,000 men, defeated and dispersed his fol, 
lowers at the battle of Akraba, where 10,000 of the rebels I'ell j 
s black slave pierced the upstart apostle with a javelin. His par- 
amour, whose name was Sejaje, returned to idolatry ; but after- 
ward became a Mussulman, and died at Bussora. Of the rest 
of the impostors, some on recantation were admitted to pardon, 
while others fell victims to their own credulity. By this prompt 
display of military force the spirit of insun^ction was put down. 
Th^ loyalty of the faithful was revived and confirmed. The wa- 
vering tribes returned with humble contrition to the duties of 
prayer, fasting, and alms; and the reKgion of the Koran was 
believed, and more steadfastly professed, by the whole na* 
of Arabin. Order and security were restored ; butitbe^ 
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came necessary to provide an immediate exercise for the restless 
spirit of the Saracens. t)n the reduction of Yemama^ Khaled 
marched into Irak ahd the provinces on the Lower Tigris, where 
the dominion of the Koran was further extended by a series of 
rapid and splendid victories. An annual tribute of 'JOfiOO 
pieces of gold was the first-fruits of these remote conquests.* 

From the banks of the Euphrates the general was suddenly re- 
called to take the command in another quarter. The dying Pro- 
phet had meditated the subjugation of Syria ; and Abu Beker, 
was only prevented from following up his intentions by the revolt 
of his own subjects? Evenis favoured a renewal of the enter- 
pri-^e; and no proposition could have come more welcome to the 
faithful, burning alike for pillage and the propagation of truth. 

The resolution of the caliph was speedily made known. His 
circular to the tribes kindled the flame of pious and martial 
ardour in every province : This is to acquaint you that I intend 
to send the true believers into Syria, to take it out of the hands of 
the infidels ; and I would have you know that fighting for reli- 
gion is an act of obedience to God.” From Mecca, and the dis- 
tant shores of Yemen and Hadramaut, bands of intrepid 
volunteers hurried to the capital; complaining less of the 
insupportable heat, and the scarcity of provisions, than the 
inaction of their master — When the ranks were complete, he 
gave his particular instructions to Yezid, son of Abu Soflan» 
whom he had appointed general of the forces:— To avoid injustice 
• 

^ The foUDwinfc nre aiir aiilborUieB for the history of ihe early caliphs and the 
wars of the Saracens; — Alinlfedn f AnnnI Moslem, a Rejgke, 4rbls. 4(o); Elmn- 
ela (Hist. Saracen, ab Rrpenio) Aiii IfoAjre (Htni. Obmi^end. D^nassu Pncocke); 
EutyrUius ( AmjMl. a Poccicke, 8 vols. 4io;; O’tierbeioC ( Bihiioth. Orieni.) ; 
Mod. Univ. Hist. volSj i H. iit. ; Ockiey ( Hist, of the Samreas, 9 voU:8vq), whe, 
to the shame of EogUth patronage, died in Cambridge jail iq&H'ad of Cambridge 
Umversity.* Marigny (HUt des Arab. 4voI§*); Price (Retrospect of Moham- 
medan lltsi. 4 vois. ito), whose work U a ropif^us and valpable mine of original 
iiiithnritics., The Greek Writers on Chat petiod, Theophaties, Eonoras# Cedreibbib 
&c,, may be comiiMed in Niebukt’s colleciion of the Byzantine Hi^toriana 
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snd oppression ; to study to deserve the love And confidence of 
the troops j to acquit themselves like men fighting the battles of 
the Lord; to spare fruit-trees, cattle, and •corn-fields; to stand 
to their engagements, and never to stain their victory with the 
blood of women and children. “As you go on,'” he continued, 
you will find some religious persons that live retired in monaste- 
ries, who propose to themselves to serve God that way. Let them 
alone, and neither kill them nor destroy their buildings. And 
you wilt find another sort of people that belong to the synagogue 
of Satan^ who have shaven crowns ; be sure you cleave their 
sculls, and give them no quarter till -they either turn Mohamme- 
dans or pay tribute.” This exemption in favour of the monks 
is by some alleged to have been in return for their hospitality to 
the Propliet in his youth, or their assistance in compiling the 
Koran ; the terrible doom of tlie secular clergy was only fulfill- 
ing a precept of their religion. , 

The news of these preparations reached HeracHus ; but it 
'was in vain that he appealed to the pride and courage of his sub- 
jects, and represented to them the shame of allowing a warlike 
nation to be insulted by the contemptible Arabs. In the first 
skirmish the Christians lost their general, with 1200 men. I'he 
messengers from Yezid daily announced new successes, and a 
present of tlie epoH was despatched to the ealiph as the first-fruits 
of their expedition. The zeal or the avarice of the Arabian 
eMefs was attracted by the prosperity of their countrymen. A 
fresh reinforcement was levied for the sulpugation of Palestine, 
the command of which, after some dispute, was delegated to Am- 
ra. ZsAA was disappointed of theeommisnon ;f but fanaticism 
evertoled all regard for personal interest. Nowhere was this spi- 
lemorksbW^ian among the early Saracen generals. Had 
pst ttm propagatbn of the Koran exalted Aem above all 
Tabs conskleratioRS; orh'ad they been actuated b^thatilvalsbip 
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and animosity which divided the successors of Alexander^ the 
power of the caliphs njust have fallen hack to iis original insigni- 
ficance, and the legions of the Faith, instead of marching onward 
to empire, might have met an inglorious defeat from the swerds of 
contending factions. Abu Obeidah had superseded Yezid; but 
he was less fortunate than his predecessor, and a single reverse 
condemned him as ^infit to hold thq supreme cpramaud, 

in all emergencies of war, the superior genius. ofKhaled mark* 
ed him out for the pos.t of honom*; and whoever might be the 
choice cf the prince^ ho was*, both in fact and fame, the foremost 
leader of the Saracens. From Irak he was recalled to Syria, and 
his arrival altered the aspect of the campaign. Aracca, Tad- 
mor, and Hauran had submitted ; but a rash attempt on Bosra 
had nearly turned the tide of conquest. Serjabil had been desr 
patched by Ojjeidah with a body of 4000 cavalry, and was repuls- 
ed from its gates with loss. Kbaled, with ISOO horse,, came in 
time to rally the flying detachment, and saved the believers from * 
the disgrace of a total overthrow. Sec, the villains come!” 
he exclaimed, as the opened gates of the fortress poured forth 
their martial array into the plain; “ they know w.e are weary ; 
but let us go on and Ihe blessing of God go with ua,” The bat- 
tle grew hot ; shouts of Allah akbar ! Al^udaJl) alhamlah ! AI- 
jannah, aljannah ! (God is great! Fight, fight ! Paradise, para** 
disc!) inflamed the enthusiasm of the Saracens, and threw tho 
ranks of the Christians into disorder. With the loss of 23Q 
meu, the Arabs remained masters of ^the field, and the remr 
nant of the enemy fled to their fortress. The capture of the 
city was accelerated by the duplicity of Romanus the governor, 
who, to .secure his wealth, or savehislife, turned both traitor 
and Mdasulman. The conquest of Bosra opened a way for the 
siege of Oamaecus. The Grecian emperor was at this time at 
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Antioch, and, alarmed at the devastations of the Saracens, he 
sent 6000 men to the d^encc of the place. 

Amid the groves and fountains of tliis c^ebrated capital “ th*? 
hungry Arabs'' for the first time pitched t'^cir camp, in rude and 
jtuperstitious ages, a hostile defiance was frequently sent and ac- 
cepted by the generals themselves, as an omen of future fortune. 
The personal valour of Khaled was twice displayed in single com- 
bat before the two aimies, and both the Christian leaders in suc- 
cession, Azrael and Oalous, became his ji/isoners. Several actions 
more or less sanguinary were foirght; but the Damascenes, find- 
ing that every sally only exposed them to freSh losses, resolved to 
reduce their city to a closer defence. ix weeks of distress compel- 
led them to offer the Moslem leader 1000 ounces of gold and 200 
silken robes, on condition of his raising the siege ; but Khaled was 
inexorable, and would listen to no terms but annual tribute or 
the Koran. They had contrived to drop a messefiger from the 
ramparts, who found his way to Antioch, whence the emperor des- 
* patched to their relief 100,000 men, with VVerdan at their head. 
The tumultuous joy of the besieged at the prospect of this season- 
able succour revealed the secret to the vigilant enemy ; the rein- 
forcement was intercepted, and defeated by a detachment under 
Derar, who took with his own hand the standard of the Christi, 
ans, beating the sign of the cross, and richly adorned with preci- 
ous stones. 

A new levy of 70,000 men, under Werdan, was again assem- 
bled in the neighbourhood. I’hese forimdable preparations re- 
quired the jufiction of the Saracens, who were dispersed on the 
frontiers of Syria and Palestine. Ye^idwas at Celka, Nooman 
M Tadmor, and Amru had not left Irak Ip a circular to the 
Jbttter, Khaled urged him to join his brethren withouC delay in 
their jmaixh against the infidel Greeks, who proposed to extin- 
jgiidiBh the tight of God with their mouths.'' The other generals 



CONaUESTS OE TilE SAHACENS. 109 

Iiad similar orders; and^ by a singular coiacidence in time, tlia 
whole forces met on the plain of Ai:?;nadin on the same day ( A* 
H. 11, or the 13th *of July, G33j ; a circumstance which they 
piously ascribed to the blessings of Providence. On retiring 
from Damascus, Khaled led the van, in compliance with thb 
wishes of Obcidah, though he offered to take the more perilous 
station of the rear*guard. The event ]>roved the disinterested- 
ness of his bravery, and the soundness of his judgment; for the 
besieged, seeing the enemy depart, ventured out with 6000 horse 
and 10,000 foot, and overtaking Obeidah, defeated him, and car^ 
ried off a great par? of the baggage, with the women and chil- 
dren. The presence of Khaled put a stop to the rout, and of 
the Christian army only 100 horsemen returned to Damascus. 
The captives were retaken; among them was the beautiful Khau- 
lali, sister of Dcrar, and a troop of the heroines from Yemen^ 
who were aefiustomed to ride on horseback and fight like the 
Amazons of old- The intrepidity of Khaulah saved the honour 
of the martial sisterhood. They were disarmed of their s words* 
and bows, but with their tent-poles they kept their infidel ravish^ 
OiS at bay till relieved by their own friends. 

Forty-five thousand .Moslems mustered on the field of Aizna- 
din. The troops of Werdan consisted chiefly of cavalry, and 
have, by historians, been called indifferently — Syrians, from the 
place of their birth,— Greeks, from the religion and language of 
their emperor,— and Homans, from the proud appellation still 
claimed by tlic successors of Constantine. The armies were 
in sight of each otjfier, and encouraged to their duty by their 
respective generals; ]^haled put it to the conipeience of his Moslem# 
fight in good earnest for religion, or turn their backs and be 
damned” To the squadron of ladies, Eaulah, Opheirah, and 
others whose names the annalists have ungallantly omitted to te. 
€ord> he addressed Noble girls ! be assured that what 
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you do is very acceptable |ji> God and hit apostle. You will here* 
by purchased alasting memorial, and the ga^is of paradise will be 
open to you.” 

Werdan represented to bis troops the shame of slavery, and 
exhorted them to implore Heaven for succour. To his sudden su^ 
prise he was approached by a fierce and half-naked warrior, whol 
he imagined th he a spy, and sent a party of thirty horse to seize 
him. It was the intrepid and adventnroua Derar, who had under- 
taken to view the state of the enemy. In his retreat he maintain- 
ed a successful skirmish agsinst the .whole ppty, and, after kill- 
ing or unhorsing seventeen of their number, reached his compani- 
ons in safety. On the eve of battle, a grave elder from the Christian 
army offered to purchase peacQ by the gift, to each Saracen soldier, 
of a turban, a robe, and a piece of gold ; ten robes and one hun- 
dred pieces to their leader ; one hundred robes and one thousand 
pieces to the caliph, Ye ChrisUan dogs replied the indignant 
JChaled, ** you know your option— the Koran, the tribute or the 
sword. As for your proffer of vests, turbans, and money, we shall 
in a short time be masters of them all.” 

The onset on both sides was sustained with vigour, and the bat- 
tle, or rather the slaughter, continued till evening. Fifty thou- 
sand of the Christians fell under the sclmetars of the enemy, and 
the remmns of the imperial troops fled— some to Caesarea, others to 
Damascus or Antioch. Four hundred and seventy martyrs 
were left on the field. The spoil was inestimable, including ba'o- 
ners, croMes of gold and silver chains, plecbns stoQM, suits of 
nrmour, and rich apparel. The glorious intelhgenee was unme< 
diately transmitted to tke caliph, and diffusedmhtveraal joy. Tthe 
Sfeccana and other tribes hostile to the first proaclbingflf the Koran 
r now eager to riitnrt theit sickles into the bloody but^nemtive 

=^lrheri(^||8 of thudefent filled the witb grief and 
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terror and from their ramparts they beheld the ferocious conquer* 
ors return to tlte siege. Amru led the vaq^at the head of nine thou- 
gnnd horse ; and the /ear was brougl^ up by Shaled inperson with 
the standard of tlie black eagle. The wretched citizens had made 
.^yery prepuation during thjs short respite. For a tinae tbeic 
'^^iourage was revived by the example and authority of Thomas, an 
excellent soldier, though living in a private station, and somin-lair 
to tlm Grecian emperor. He affected to despise the '^contemptible 
Arabs— poor wrelcbesf going about with hungry bellies, naked and 
barefoot'”— and advised the citizens to attempt a sally next morn* 
ing, and defend ,thqin8elves.to the last, rather than surrender. 

Watch was kept during the night, and the absence of the sun 
was Supplied with numberless lights placed in the turrets. At the 
gate through which they were to march a lofty crucifix was erected 
in sight of both armies, and before it the bishop with his clergy pla- 
ced a copy of the New Testament, on the cover of which, as be 
pased, Thomas imprecated the overthrow of the oppressors, and 
prayed the author of that divine book to defend bis servants and, 
vindicate bis truth. 

The onset of the Greeks was met with firmness by the Sara* 
cens, whose charges were tremendous and ursesistible. The brave 
Aban fell by a poisoned arroSr from the band of Thomas, an nner. 
ring archer; but his death was revenged by his wife, a heroine 
who could handle the spear and the bow with equal dexterity. In 
the hottest of the battle she sought the place where his murderer 
fought; her fi^lst anew pierced the band ofbisstandardJiearer, 
though tbe engines frem the walls poured stones and missiles on 
the besiSgers thiek>M bail, her second wounded Thomas through 
the eye while engi^giS in angle combat with an Arab who had 
seised bisifldlen standard. The wound was dwsaed en dm ram* 
part, andjldte undaunted champion of the Christians rdPused tn 
quit the^ field till night separated tbe combatants. The devoted 
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Vidow vi^asficd tlie corpse of her husbatid, and without a groan or 
a' tear buried himwith usual rites : — Happy, happy art thou 
^ny dcarf thou art gone to the Lord, who first joined us, and 
hath parted us asunder. Henceforth shall no man ever touch 
Wie moriB; for I have dedicated myself to the service of God.” 

Tfhe citizens were disheartened; their patience and their pro- 
began to be exhausted : and after a siege of seventy days^ 
Ae bravest of their chiefs yielded to the hard dictates of necessi- 
tf, KBalcd was inexorable, and declined the chance* of capitu- 
btion, lest the ‘‘ Christian dog^” might stipulate for their lives 
and fortunes, and the soldiers be deprived of their plunder. 
Itt the mild virtues of Obeidah the besieged had some hope. A t 
midnight a deputation of one hundred of the clergy and princi.. 
pa:l inhabitants were introduced to his tent, where they were cour- 
teously received, and obtained a written agreement that hostilities 
should cefasc— ^that such as chose might depart w|th as much of 
their effects as they could carry away— and that, on paying tri- 
•Iffttc, the rest should enjoy their lands and houses, with the use 
and possession of seven churches. On these conditions he was 
allowed to enter the town by the gate nearest his camp, where the 
Accessary hostages were delivered into his hand. 

Of these transactions Ff haled was entirely ignorant ; and, at 
the time the truce was concluded, he was storming the walls on 
fhte opposite side. By the treachery of a priest, who pretended 
i© hnvd discovered in the book of Daniel tho future greatness of 
the ??atacen empire^ a party of one hundred Hamyarites were so- 
it^tly conveyed into the town, and by their means the remainder 
of th^ army effected their entrance. The horrid teebis ftbe Ara« 
binti warcry)bf Altn^ Hkbar anuottn eed to Ihe astonished Ohria. 

that their elty was lost. The weapom^dropped from their 
lintfirds they heard the ory of No quarter ! ftom the[ fe^btoua 

"tlie miblesa scimitar fleshed itself to the fhlt, and n 
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tonent of Christian bloo4 poured down the streets of DsmMcus* 
The slanghter continued till they nSH:hed the church of St. 
Mary, where the sanguinary cofl^uetor behdd with indignadoH^ 
and surprise the peaceAil Obeidah and his troops, with their swords , 
in their scabbards, and surrounded by a multitude of. priests and 
monks* An angry romonstrance ensued between the two gene* 
rals ; the one urging his articles of treaty and the faith of Mus* 
sulmans— *the latter tlireatening, in right of his office as general, 
to put every unbeliever to the sword. The rapacious and,, 
cruel Arabs would have obeyed the welcome commimd, but 
Obeidah averted the Atrocious massacre by a decent and dignified . 
firmness. A council of war assembled in one of the churches 
when it was agreed, after violent altercation, that the part of the . 
city which had surrendered to Obeidah should be entitled to the 
benefit of his capitulation ; and to this pacific measure K.ha^d 
reluctantly assented until a final decisioa should be proaoutpeed 
by the caliph. . .. , , 

A large majority of the people accepted the proffer of tolera- 
tion and tribute, aud remained in their ancient habitations^ But 
Thomas and the valiant patriote who fotight under his banner pre- 
ferred the wretched alternative of exile. A protection of threedays 
aras granted them, but to extend only to the Country in possession 
of the Moslems. Ehaled endeavoured toexdudethe misctabhi 
refugees from the full bbneflt of the treaty, by limitin g their es> 
ports rimpljr to provisions ; and aterdly declared, that at the expiry' 
of the tfam daya'ih^ be purwted and treated ni enemian^. 
2n a ’w. rile suburbs a htrgtt.eneanipfnea|, wasfiHpei(i^ 

wheta in haste, tnnor the exiles ooUeerir^.diair jiiostps^^ . 
ateiMUes in pla^, jenals,^ andappscei; infandiag.the impa^ 
vmrdiflte, jhvrihkiil dtete were abpra hundtediliMids of dkd 

v;’"' V' ‘ ■ ^ '' 

et^UBWiiMted to th*caij^l4:bht% 
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fir^d not to veeeirr t&o joyous intelligence ; he died on the very 
d «7 tin dty «m taken Friday, the 3d of August, A. D. 634)^^ 
after a diort rdgn of two years and thre months. The manner of 
his life was simple, austere, and frugal. When he assumed the 
pontificate, be oideredhis daughter Ayesha t» take a strict ac. 
count of hie privsEe patrimony, thatUasiglU be seen whether he 
had been enriched or imporerished by the aervke of the state. Aik 
he claimed fer himself was a stipead of three drachms or pieces of 
gold', with sufifeient mamtenameefer a camel mid a black slare. 
The suiplm of his escheguer,' as welt as of the poblie money, wae 
every Friday distrihiited, first Co riiesol£sn‘ and the most deserv. 
lag, mtd next to the most indigeBt. 

The distutbaneewhich attendcdl bm own accession Abu Be« 
her happily prevented by a testamentary appotntment of Omar.. 
The latter at first seemed wiiling, like theielsctMat Carsar to re. 
fuse, the kingly crown, at having ** no oecasien fer the 
place."*-** Bnt," replied Ae other, ** the place hat need of you.'" 
The titifrof Cafiphof the Cdiphof the Apostle of God being 
deemed tautolo|d^» likely to increase to an inconvenient 
length, was escbsngad Ibr thataf Emit 0 I Mumtnkifn Em. 
pcior of the Faithfnl. His fisst nmaswrea ware tofeBow up the 
aniUtary opemtions of his pccdccessor ; and after a short expe^tiov 
into Iraki with indiftrant success, (Mbcidah eontioued topnoaeciile 
AewerinSyrim 

The OamaacffMsaolttBs^ been feur days and alghtson tbrir 
■March, andod^ have ntiNd nmaelestsd, but fev the imfow. 
din«cwpM^ef«*yBathfi4*hi^ AabbleeituM,nMMd Jonas, 
ma bcttolliflli to! • vealthy maiden— But her pmente, on fmwr 
dliglto pMtoxli, dthqtod Uto eownnunarioD of Aeir nup^. 
iMdng thapeamnalr ofthaadege the danger of thAa Amatjon in. 
iitod them to attmpt their HC»pe. Haring tnibadllM aighto 
(y tmildi •* tin g«to XmWB, Jmmc rod» flwvaid w icid the 
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ir« 3 r 1 >ttt iru tunouncled sod leHied by a t^aadron of iiha patrol 
under Derar. Another horseman feUoved (it was the lady) ; but 
the signal in 6reek|Which the ^rabs did not Qnderttand»-~*| The 
bird is taken !” admonished his adventurous mistress to hasten 
her return. He was brought before Khaled^who promised him 
his wife when the city was taken* on condition of his cmtnraeing 
the religion of the Koran ; if not, he must die on the spot. The Iot« 
«c chose apostacy — professed his belief in Mohammed, and eon* 
tinned ia the enemy’s camp to perform the dudes of a brave and 
sincere Mussulman. The lady, whom the tragic m^te has named 
Eudocia, in despaisand detestation of her apostate lover, shut 
herself up in a nunnery.* 

When the city surrendered, Jonu flew to the monastery where 
Eudocia had taken rrfuge ; but his name was forgotten, his paa» 
lion scorned: she preferred her religion to her lover, and took 
her departnra in the caravan of fagitives; bidding adieu to n 
country which was no longer free, and to attachment which could 
only be remembered with sorrow. Jonas was inconsolable t tod^ 
in the hope of rescuing his wife, urged tfa'e conqueror to poiaM 
the weary exiles who, he assured him, m^t yet be oveettoen, 
and offered his aervices as guide. Khaled yielded to his impoK« 
tunities; and, at the head of four thousand horse in the die* 
guise of Christians, took the rdut of the fbgitiTes. In a wet 
and dark night they traversed the rocky paasea of Meant Labac 
non; and at the dawn of day they beheld, in a pleasant vtlley 
below, the tenta of Damascus shiitog in the BSomittg sun. Of the 
haplese Weaderem, j^elay overaome with ihtigue tod eleepk 
othere were epreadingthdr drenched garments'^ dry. 4!|Ehiled 
ihfided hii troop into four aqnadipni, who nithod moeetovoly on 
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the unarmed and promi8cuou<t multitude. The Christians derend* 
ed themselvs with bnavery ; but the loss of their general, whose 
head was insultingly mouAted on the standard of the cross, an* 
nounced that victory had declared for the enemy. One man only es* 
caped the fury of the barbarians, to carry to the court of Constan* 
tinople die dismal story of the catastrophe. 

In the tumult of the battle, Jonas sought and found the object 
of his fiital pursuit. The indignant lady repulsed his advances 
fword in hand. After a hard-fought combat she became his pri- 
soner ; but, loathing his perfidious embraces, in a fit of tranquil 
despair she struck a poniard to her heart. Thf widowed daughter 
of Heraclius a princess of admirable beauty was taken captive, 
and offered to the disconsolate lover ; but he yielded to the wishes 
of Khaled, who spared and released her without a ransom ; sending 
her away with a haughty messi^e of defianee to the emperor ; that 
ho should never enjoy peace till bis daughter and Ijis dominions 
vrere in possession of the Saracens. The bereaved Jonas fought 
nnd fell in tho service of his adopted religion. To encourage pro* 
nelytes, Raphi, a brother ofiicer , declared he had seen tho blessed 
martyr in a vision walking in the verdant meadows of paradise, 
with gold slippers on his feet, and forgetting the love of Eudocia 
in the embraces of seventy virgins, so bright and fair that, had 
one of them but half unveiled her charms in this world, the sun 
nndmoon must have paled before the splendour of her beauty. 

Abu Obeklah had displaced Khaled in the command ; but he 
had no fixed plan of operation* And his wavering policy was uncer- 
tain whether to dimot the march of the b^ievers to Jerusalem 
or Antiioch. An* expedition was suggested and undertaken, to 
which the Arabs were solely. prompted by tbeir insfatiable oopidi* 
ty., The fair of Abyla, o* the Monastery of the floly Father, a 
the eastern b«ie of Apti*X*ihann8, ahpi||t;thirtj 
fitow Dnmtipeas, wm nimuany celebmted at Bnsut bj^ n 
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vafit concourse of merchants. The cell of a devout hermit at-i 
tracted crowds of pilgrims; youngrand old, rich and poor^ soli- 
cited his blessing ; ai»d no married couple thought their conjugal 
felicity complete till they had received his benediction. In the 
hope of an easy conquest and a large spoil, Abdallah was dca* 
patched with a handful of 6ve hunderd cavalry. 

This festival happened that year to be honoured by the nuptials 
of the daughter of the governor.of Tripoli ; and the usual crowd 
was swelled by an escort of 5000 horse that attended the person 
of the bride, who had come to have her faith and^^ her fertility 
-confirmed by the pious anchorite. The invaders were awe-struck, 
but shame prevented their retreat ; and their drooping courage 
revived in the morning when the fair commenced, and the tempt- 
ing merchandise was spread before their eyes. The reverend prior 
had begun his sermon, attended by a vast throng, among whom 
were many of the nobility and officers richly dressed. I'ho avarice of 
Ihe .Saracens was inflamed. Paradise,’’ exclaimed Abdallah, is 
under the shadow of swords ; either we shall succeed and have, 
the plunder, or die and gain the crown of martyrdom.” The ra- 
pidity of their onset gave them the first advantage; but they 
were encompassed and almost overwhelmed with numbers so 
soon as the enemy had recovered from their surprise. A hasty 
message informed Khalcd that the believers were in danger ot' 
being lost. With a troop of cavalry he flew to their relief; and 
about the hour of sunset a cloud of dust announced their ap. 
proach to the weary combatants^ whose diminutive band, amid 
theawsrml of tlieir is ftncifaMy likeatd to a white s^t 

00 a black camel's skio. 

(Their armal chaoged the fortune of the day ; shouts of Al- 
lah akbar rent the skies ; the Cbrittiana were dispersed and pn- 
eued wi*^ great slapghtor as fan as , the river of TripeUi wh««e 
paten iav,d them from ^e vengeance <4 the oengue/en. The 
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rariou merehsndin of the fair, the fruits and provisions, and 
the money brought to purchase them, became the prey of the 
filers. The nton«st«ry, in which the goveTnor'’s daughter and 
forty of her wAitiog-maida were taken, was profaned and robbed 
of its plote, curtains, and gay decorations ; among which, we are 
informed, was a cloth of curious worfcmanihip, embroidered with 
an image of the blessed Saviour, which was transported to Ye. 
men, and said for ten times its weight in goid. Horses, ssses, sad 
annles were diligently leaded with Ate wealthy plunder, and the 
ghitted barbjirians returned in tsjiiiaBph to Damascus. 

The luxuries of Syria had begun to corrupt the abstemious 
Arabs, and the messenger dist cariied to Omar the news of this 
second victoiy, reported that the Mussulmans had learned to 
drink wine. A punishment of fourseom stripes on the soles of 
the feet was ordered to be inflicted on the offenders t and so ten* 
derwasthe conscience of the believers, that on th^ proclamatiou 
«f Obeidah, numbers submitted without an accuser to the penance 
.wf the law. 

Terror had already spread the fame of the Saracetas beyond 
their actuid conquests ; though in the prosecution of the war 
their policy was not less effectual than their swords. The cities 
of Syria individually trembled for their security. Instead of 
noting in concert, each was willing to make the fhli of other the 
signal for their own capitulation, and i^reed to purchase a tem* 
porary respite at an enormous ransom, which only enriched the 
•neny by impovurishing themselves. Cl^alcis nlonii wSs taxed, 
«t 0000 outtces of gold, as many of silver, 2000 robes of silk, 
and as many flgs and olives as would load 5000 assbs. The less 
wetdthy or less obsthtate paid in proportion. By these short 
and separate tnatiea theuuiott of the OhrittUos ifas dissolved; 

• hands wore tied up from ndfUtuill ossisioalee while ^ drabs 
fltflre mafiBf the emuitry ; eadst the eflpiry of tbh ttwi their 
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•xihaxisted magaiines and arset)^]alefAt)fiem 9tf caty pi^ta ther 
l^siegers-. 

Homs or Emesa, idid Baatbee or liEliopoUat.botb pspulow md. 
vealthy cities, were the next tb«t yielded to the rapacity of the 
harbariaus. But the sloarness of their progress woe ofibnsive 
to the caliph, who wondered at the silence and inwptivity of bia 
soldiers. In an epistle to Obeidah he gently insinuated b<a 
Suspicion that the wives aiul the spoil of Syria were dearer t» 
them than the service of God and his apostle. The Moslwia 
understood the rebiike, and with tears of rage and remoraB da> 
Mianded to be led forth to the “ battles of tlie Lord-" 

Repeated messages of defeat and disaster inibrmed Heraclius* 
then at. Antioch, of the successof tire insolent barbarians. To 
arrest their progress, and drive the robberd of the desert for ever 
from his dominions, an ar-my of 80,000 men was collected from 
the provincesaif Europe and Asia. Gaesarea, Tyre, Sidon, Tripoli* 
Joppa and other coast-towns weK strongly garrisoned. The mam 
body was, intrusted .to Manuel, one of the bravest officers in thus 
service. He was rein&rced by 20,090 Christian Arabs, with Ja^ 
balah, king of Gassan at their head. This princa had embraced 
Islam in the presence of Mohammed ; but afterwanh, having, 
quarrelled with a person in the Temple at he bad abao* 

donedthe Koran, fled to Heraclins, and, inaletter flrom.Omac^to 
the Syrian army, he was. publicly deaouuced mi apostate. 
banner of the Gassani'teswasplanted iB the van ; for it was a max* 
kn of the Grt^k gem^fal “ tp. cotdjamoiid. bs. 

ether wc^ds, to oppftfe the fury, of tba the.x^nr 
ef their own counDrymen. 

.Manuel took immediate pessessioff of Emdsa, prematurely e^»* . 
cuated hy the Mosh^ mid advanced te.ihehankaef 
mouk, idiete Khaled had taken fids positidh, ahfl ediitre he . 

cd to slake the fate ef Syria. Thh .petty 'strliM |lhe * f* 



tnax of the Gi^eeks), ithmortalieed by otie of the most sariguitiAty 
battles of antiquity, risea in Mount Ilermon, and winding through 
the plain of Dacapolie* is lost, after a shorfrun, in the Lake of 
Tiberiaa. The tardy j^olicy of the Grecian general lost him th6 
only chance he ever had of driving the invaders back to their de-» 
aerts. Instead of attacking them before the arrival of 8000 
auxiliaries from Medina, he wasted the time in useless overtures 
for peace, and allowed the enemy to gain some advantage by rout-* 
ifig one of his detachments on their march. An order from the 
emperor, proposing to try the effect of a conference, was com- 
municated to Obeidab, and Ehaled Vas instructed to repair to 
the Christian camp. Addressing himself to the rapacity of the 
Moslems, Manuel engaged to secure the payment of a sum of 
money, provided the^^ would withdraw from the country: to 
Omar, as their sovereign, 10,000 dinars* (4625/.^ ; to Obeidab^ 
ene-half that sum ; to a hundred of his principal officer, 1000 di-* 
Ears each; to every horseman, 100 ; and to every foot-soldier > 
i50. Khaled, on his part, offered to their choice the usual condi. 
tbns of conversion, tribute or the sword ; recommending, as the 
best means of averting further calamity, that they should ad- 
mit the lamp of eternal truth into their habitations;'*'* but the 
offer was rejected with scorn. 

Both sides were prepared for action. Manuel disposed of hiii 
mnltitudindus legions into several divisions, each consistbg of 
SO, 000 men. Mounted on n Jblack charger, and clad in gorgeou A 
armour, he coni^Gted the movements nfe the centre in person* 
Tha va^, of thi^ifoslems was led on by Khaled, restored oned 
mnre to the ^,.jti%reme command; while his col league, with the 

.. ‘ ^ i r . , i: ^ ^ 

sptd diimr, bas.iieiMy, d'tSforfaUjjr eitlmated. 5f. lo lS.y. 

a 'l^eWraelriti to fe€lM)ne(l.; qviva|ea ( 

the Samnsem, we iaay relllall^ ollca 
i |lp^wAccf»raiua t0 lUa^ar Price, the value ef Aoney thea may^ laheBaf 
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yellow flagiin^nr whkh Rfobainnie4hadfda|^t at Khatbi^, 'tas 
poieed iff th« raar^ ihst thefl^htef the Mieven inight be dkedf^ 
cd hy the presenne of^tltie conseevatM emtign. Khiolabaad iwe-^ 
band of Amaxme were etationed in cbe awne line, and tafilut^ 
same reason. The «Kbevtatien of Kbdled wsa of tremesdo^v 
brevity i ** Paradise is before yob } the devil and hett<'fire bn» 
hind I" fheir march to the ftelA was m grefbilnd and awfal liUimie f 
but the ranks of the Christians presented a diffisseat saene. 
mingled noise oceasiottod by the priette okinting their gdlpnilib 
and the motiods of thsnr beads and (^a|riets, is compared to iliie 
roU erf distant thnndbr, while the glittering of tbmr arnawn^ Mt 
sembled ^'ihea of lightning. 

Their first e^ort was directed agakist the centre of the Arabfr 
which by a violent assauU they eqdofi'rourBd to penetrate ; but 
the w|mle of the division was annihdated by (Cbaiod with a boiip 
of iPtQPP borae. Another apd pn equally unsuccessful nttempl 
was m»de ; yet such was th® weight of the HoiRan cavalry, that 
the right ving of the Saracens waa broken and separated firam.* 
thepinin boAy. Thricfl did they retreat in eonfpsjon, wid thrw 


were they driven back (o the charge l^ the blows and repraachca. 
of the womenr wheae tent>potea were more effective than the ter< 
rors of averlatidg puiiishment. Thehattle raged for aeveral dayai 
and night separated die combatants pnly to renew the enequataa. 
In the tntnryals ai^ aetion many a lanice waa ahtverefd in Mngle 
rntd soch waa the cnnn|pg and shill of ttie Afinfnian »»• 
chera» nne dsy the Day of ^lipding, 
lost one or both of thds eye8,>*-adef«rmi^ Whi^sinstead,|?f 
tidering a misfortune, they gloried in aa a mark ofDivine Favopr. 

ihi^ni^e at ' V'l^diik surpassed t&at of aii^ pmo^in^'^t- 
fhfi tlWwefisimna yrars'coiifese^iii'to 

(fe^fraV (md^oqbtM eheijaot^s tliey Imd ev^ 1 

Sfevetttf*'f!^ou85ttd' bi tl^ beft tiod^^hf''^dNt( 
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vitfa theirg^etfaU and a' vast number of hia principal officers^ 
were left on the field. Of the fugHivns who attempted to escape 
many perished during the confiision of the n^ht in the woods and 
ravines, or in the pieeipitous water-coarses that intersect the 
ac^joining mohntains. Besides those that were slaughtered after 
thedefeat, many found a watery grave in the Yernaouk, which 
in their panic they had endeavoured to cross. Altogether, the 
C^iriatisns are stated to have lost 150,000 men in killed, and 
48,000 in prisoners. Perhaps the Arabs may exaggerate in point 
of irambeft but the Greek historians themselves have Mlmitted 
the total overthrow of the Roman power in^yria in this sangui- 
nary engagement (Nor. 636), which they loi^ after bewailed as 
a j list retribution fi>rtbeir sins. 


Of the Saracens, 4030 martyrs were buried on the spot. 
Next to the prayers of the caliph, the glory of the triumph has 
been ascribed to the female warriors ; for their dblCst generals 
confessed that their bravery had been in vain, bad not the bat- 
'tfe been again and again restored by the firmness of the women. 
Tfhe intelligence of the victory, together with the I^al propor^ 
tlon of the spoil, were speedily conveyed to the throne of Omar, 
ahd received with the most lively demoostrs^ions of joy and gra- 
titude. After detailing the loes on both sides, “ I found," says 


Olaleidiah in his tetter, some heads cutoff*; not knowing whe- 
tlber they belonged to Mussulmans or Christians, I prayed over 
them, and buried ithehi. Tlie numbers drowned are, unknown 
i|d i^yisut God as for tht»e that ffed tiffthe deserts and moun* 
me havedettrbyed them all.’' ' 

'f' > ' ‘ 

tl?e ma of the campa^m at Damascus,^ 

« W!^ i»ew conquests. Tfaedjspersioa 
)hiw;aaslei^^hem free to, chose which |i^ the'fwtified 
M j^eir fizsi attackf aiid> iff ebedic 
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'Oace to tbe caliph's commands, they proceeded forthwith to the 
reduction of yElia* or Jerusalem. Trusting to their en* 
gines and the sanctky of the place, the fearless inhabitants 
disdained to reply to the pacific messages of the enemy, and 
prepared for a vigofous defence. Ten days wasted in prayer 
and vain expectaition ; and, on the eleventh, the town was belea* 
gured by the wh(de strength of the Saracen army. The citisena 
maintained an obstinate siege of four months,— not a single day of 
which passed without fighting. The patriarch Sopbronius impre- 
cated from the walls the Divine displeasure on the disturbers 
of the Holy City. The warlike machines showered their mis- 
siles incessantly from the ramparts: while the difficulties of 
the besiegers were increased, and their ranks thinned by the in- 
clemency orwinter. 

. The perseverance of the enemy at length induced Sophronius 
to demand a inference, in the hope of obtaining the terms of an 
honourable capitulation. Obeidah was equally ready to trrat; 
afid the inhabitants consented to surrender on the singular condi-' 
tion of receiving the articles of their security and prdtection frimt 
the hands of the caliph, and not by proxy. I1iis strange propo- 
sition was communicated to Omar ; and after some discussion, he 
resolved imnsediately to visit the ancient capital of Palestine. The 
rude simplicity of his equipage and manners is minutely described 
by the Moslem writers, and presents a striking contrast to the 
gaudy pageantries that usually surround the haughty mbnarehs 
of die East. On this ocgasion the empejt**’^ of the feithfel , the con- 
qaetier of Syria, Persia, and courted no d^tieetion beyond 

the meanest of his subjects. His dress was a cdfhse woollen gar- 
mmit, withiasc&mitaF'hnng feom one shoulder, and a buw on the 
othdr.. Herodeatedeamei^cairyrag widihiin a emiplis of ladot,' 

' • A asms Irssi'ibacksiqr 9t d* Bnf«rw Mbs BWriao. , 
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wi$H fKiiittit «idi mMm barivjrmtbe liuikir*? 

Skiior^ ^:prtTi4«Q WtRcl ifUfiikt *9(1 in l^nlral use among i ho 
aha* i9ef(>vo>||im h# haf « bot^ «f watoi^, and behind 
Idm WM iHapanded a hm# ▼oodoa pUiier> When ho balmd on 
4ha way,t)ie compny>«;af unifcrwly iownni to pariah# #i‘ h« 
homely £tre; and the bumb}««t of hi# radno# dipped thtit dngofs 
in thf fampi dish ef«h Iht »itbiy.8oe<!es8or of the Prophet. T h« 
Ip^fihfto ho mposedCer th# night neyor abandoned Hi tbo 
wWwdt the isegviar perlbriaaneeof Fay***- On tbe jour- 
pey ha ladiawed thp wrong# of eenao poor fubutario#, rebuhed 
Iha lioenliowa F^ygamy of the ignorant hrab#, and ohiwdeod 
tbe hiawry of the Saracens, hyetripping thorn of their rich silk#« 
Ihe f^oila of If Mpionh, and ptderitlg tlwn to he dragged with 
their &ce8 in the di^. 

! At ^<iiif!a> h#e «tag«»;&em J«tt«alem» be wa« met .by Obeidab, 
pjth the prino^wiellcereof the army. apprebi^naiTe lost the 
aaeannese of hi# apFaranoe,-~for nocording t» eome writer# ho 
.vaaloadmg the camel by thn bridle, while tbe alave wa# mounted 
hahif tam, the apimal being th«r jmnt pjt>Frtyv-*«l«a*ld t>%. 
^ .oentfunpt in tbe eyca «f n nation long habitnated to mw* 
|piished ohutervanemi t^ay p.rev<dM with him to attire biM#^ 
p ncbii^^trhitoafiper^^sandaceopti^ horse which they bad 


F0t^ed:fef;ii}tro4neing him among hie nenly-eeniimred nut^eota 
loathe fmaftdt the enenmbrance of this soy^ eauipment: end, 
p^pmh^ghia highaiotn^ he entered the ramp hefare detta 
Ifdawi axeh^iage^inat.O^^ ^ forinhiag eataUished 

g^atidcatiog ef a enn and lidieulotta 

Wlaa. ■ ■ 

'^'l^t.eitNdia Qa|paHMenij»> hg-Yi|!t«*iefrwhifah thn.mhithU 


i,iram'«a|dtleA|a<dhai6a!b«'e«hteh^ tfcm 

the pxo^don ot* 4>e caliph, were sigtp^ ; and 
^aee «B#of ^irbid»ni!|Maai taiyiie^ 
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v «8 vested ui, ^onqiieree.. In tlw^e c«ad>tios|t, tltc^besis of 
|ao«tof the tceatieif since granted by the- Mflbwnmetlna. pciOfiee 
to the .CbtisMsast sJtruad linie of distineMon is dravn, between 
jbefoUowenof tbe Cross and of the Korea- Th^ former were 
to admit the. latter into their churches at all times : to entertiuit 
then) gratnitonsly on. their journey foe the.spaoo of three days* 
to rise np, as a inarh of respea<^ when they ate disposed to'sltj 
to aroid the same drcss» names« language and fiiHrma. of aalutatifla; 
forenounee the use of saddles^ arms, aM. intealeatiug lipors; 
|o have no crosses ii^ their churches^ streets* or hooks; 404*1:101 
to ring, hut tnerely^O toll their hells. 

On. the ratification of terms, the gates were thsovnopei^ 
and. the MosUms, wid; Qmar aod theo^eraof the.aro^sit 
their head took possesdonef the oity- Thn Phxistian patriarch 
ftntered by the side of the caliph, who conversed nith hna famili* 
arly, puttiqgjmany questions concerning ther»ltgiQU|,anijquitisa 
of the ploce. They visited dm Ghuroh of the Resurrection to^e, 
ther; and, at the hour of prayer,, the cajlipb declined offering his« 
adoradoos in the temple, pre&aring the steps of the potehi 
where he spread, hia nut, and performed his devotiona- 

Thus.fisli Jerusalem, the ^tyef the Rasi,.diciinperii^se8g 
pf Pandas^ Solomon* The nnmhm' of the 8jaw.»nd ^e 
mides of thehesioged were greater than, when taken and sacked 
by the ligionaof Titns; yet the servitude of die Rnmana,«dr 
absr in its condition or its dnratifln,w4s nothing in; compamqa 
with the tyrannic«4 8W|y of the, S^meens, in whose hands it haa 
continued to. *hs prewast day, aaeepa % m ninntg 

years, when the valonr of the Crnimdmsresiioi^it.totheimaH 

srnaimi of the jCbnadl|a><> 3y oanpaaiRd (d! the caliph, the fronnA 
nn whie^ stumd dws.Tmnpha, 4 W <d«afe4 itta,^^ 

liisfa, agd prepared for the founda^oa of a mosque, whish sdR 
hes|stl!WBaiie'nf‘^%^ ■ "• ' ' '' 
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Aleppo, the Bercea of the Greeks,* had not then attained the 
commercial celebrity of later times ; but it was a place of con* 
siderable stiragth. The castle was built* on a high artificial 
mound, at a little distance from the town. Obeidah found the 
inhabitants more disposed for capitulation than defence; and, in 
the absence of the governor, thirty of the chief merchants secur- 
ed their lives and religion at a moderate composition. The sur* 
Tender of the town did not include that of the citadel, which the 
martial genius of youkinna, who, at the head of 12,000 men, 
had Tout^ a detachment of Arabs, was determined to maintain 
to the last. For more than four months he set the arms of Obei- 

dah and the valour of Khaled at defiance. Three hundred 
♦ • 

Christian captives were beheaded before the castle.wall; but this 
execution had no effect in subduing the resolution of the besiege 
ed. Omar was applied to for advice, and a reinforcement Uf 
fresh troops was despatched with a train of horse8«and camels to 
expedite their march. Among these subsidiaries was Dames, a 
^gigantic Arab^ of servile birth, but of invincible strength and 
courage ; and his single intrepidity effected what the united per« 
eetvance of the Moslems had failed to accomplish. Wearj at 
seeing their hopes and their patimfice consumed at the foot of 
this impregnable foiiress, on the forty -seventh day after his arri* 
valhe ptoposed, with only thirty men, to take the place by stra- 
tagiim. His design >a8 concealed under the appearance of a 
retreat; ahd^tbe tents of the Arabs were removed to the 
distance of three miles from Aleppo. ^ Greek belonging to 
the garrison was seised, and from him some useful eommunicati- 
ouBweire extraked.* At the dead of night the adventurers 
craWted to the foot elf ihtl wall, where they lay in ambush. 

skin, and-pt^ided 

>•^^4 ^ ae diitcmiadftra wliMt ikeGrt.a 
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with ft hard crust of bread, that in case of diacovery;, 
he might elude suspicion by inutating the noise of a dog gnaw* 
ing a bone. Having scaled the most accessible part of the pre« 
cipice, he ordered seven of his companions to mount on 
each other's shoulders, himself sustaining and raising the 
weight of the whole column^ till the highest reached the top of 
the battlements. The watchmen, who were asleep, were hurled 
to the ground, and despatched by their associates below. Un* 
folding his tnrban, the first drew up the second, until 
they all reached the parapet in safety, ejaculating the 
while, Apostle of God, help and deliver us r With bold 
and silent step Dames explored the palace of the governor, 
whom he found in the banejuet-room celebrating, in riotous 
merriment, the pretended retreat of the enemy. Favoured by 
the darkness of the night, he traversed the castle, stabbed the 
sentries at evefy gate, and took possession of their posts with* 
out opposiiton ; not however, without exciting the alarm of ^ 
the garrision, who surrounded and would soon have cut the 
intruders to pieces, had they not unbolted the gate, let down the 
drawbridge, and admitted a detachment of cavalry, which, at 
day-break, had advanced to their relief. The Christians threw 
down their arms and surrendered at discretion. 

The castle, being taken by storm, was pillaged by the Mos*^ 
lems ; but, in order to save their Wealth, and their wives and 
children, . Youkinna and several pf the chief ojpScers became pro*, 
selytes to the Koran. ^ It was the character of the times to 
admire acts of desperate and chivalrous enterprises; and on 
this occasion, the servUe condition of Dames was lost in the 
glory of his exploit. ^ Out of courtly to their cjbampion, tlip 
army di^ wt decamp from AUeppo until li^: and Ids felW 
adventur'brswero perfectly cored pf their wopi^ I' 

Tbe reduptipn of Antioch, tike ititt ol the Gircek e^erors^ 



eiwdirtWw Dll' iftiS 

tra» rfieirwrtoitjeci M tfik JflFosleirt eMiqu«ortrf*-ltat^M»rKiil» ti^} 
pfdilvRs ArfW, ^Mtuoned 

b/ WjOtXi trdopA ttirder lljeoddttlB, and the iron bth%e of 
dtonteir. 1‘he loss df these drf^cdS, dnd of a a ctten which 

Wais fodglft ondev the wa'ls df th’e city, (fecideid tig fate. The 
trbWtWi'n^ itihabiianfcs puttshasei tl»dir saftty by the itfihiediate 
pa^Wentof tUnarS of gyd(138,7d»-e'.; The ithpol^ 

tonltlesof hie cotifrtiew hadfcr atime tcfarded the itight ef He- 
rtclius; bttl when he beheld the bMtleihehts dwely invested by 
the SaAMtis, his pattiotistn yieldedto dorid^ratwiwnf peVsoittl 
eiiffeiy. l! a ving assembled the bishops sind pribcipfl #«m of the 
eky in the Greek charch', he there bettaifed the tuihappy fate ttf 
Syria, ehichh# devoudy ascribed id th^ sins of the prince and the 
people. White his cdrt had beem daity ilsmildl with nimwit* 
of defeat, hfa imagitmtioil Stas tWrifted tiitM dreams of a falHrtg 
throne, and a etowu toppKitig fbom his head. Ascending a Hill 
•in thenoighbovirhood, he castklasttexik' oh hlshefoted Antioch, 
aHdthe long fruitftil vafl^ fihkhonorr, or detekyrtelstrerAing 
avay with its ildarishing towtitf and gfitterhtg tdrrets, firord 
nmh to south*, betw«tttfte 'sttdwy chains of the two f/ebsnmts; 
snd^itb eaptessiorts of regret and convictfem that hp sHoulrf nd- 
veMnore behold rfiam ibtteresting atid'ftvomrhO 'regions, bn wade 
his way with aft WdomtwifcB «o the’ Meditsrmean shore, and pri- 
vately embarkedfof Ctos^ittiiiopU!. A htobamrnedfan traditiim 

has tabovtred to tnalife hitti iiewivert, W tnmjtnS 'df'a bap Sent 
W Oh)<ri in which Was IbWcd a ^tf of the Kottin ; Sard 
yhfeli ^red hiiw of an obstinate hnadwfie trhenl eWery ndlen 
Wme^ hW ftHW: History, pwhkfi imfi: some trhth, has *#. 
4 j|«d«jta emrentsHs^ bietwetia Kte hnpSisHfal Kii^esey itod' omef o# 

pferSdn''-a«d digS(R34'df dWte 

' 'llse^gn.' 

who -WH bin ittaddiltnM^ •' 0*g< 
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feavfi and poor people; What tapestry does he sit upon?” 
“Justice and liprjgjhtness “ Ahd what is his throne?” 
“Abstinence ahd i^risdom.’* - “And whdt is his treasure?” 
“ Trust in Odd And who are his guards?” “ The bra^ 
Vest of the Uhitaifians.” 

Constantine, the eldest kon of Heraclius was stationed at 
Caesarea, the second tnetropo'&a of Palestine ; but after the 
flight of his fatlier and the surrender of so lUany places of 
strength, he foiind himsHf unable tU contend against the 
United forces of the caliph.^ Amru with a division of the army 
infested that part of the country, and was prepared to give 
battle to the Christians; but the prince, dispirited With lossOls 
and afraid of falling intd the hands of the Saracens, left hia 
government, and taking shipping in a tempestuous night with 
his family and His wealth, departed for the tranquil shores of 
the Bosphorfls. The Caesareans, abandoned by their chidf 
and without the means of defence, with one consent surren- 
dered the city to Amru; hating purchased their security by 
paying 200^000 pieces of gold, 

Obeidah, fearing lest the lUvuHes of Antioch tnight ener- 
vate his troops, — for the Grecian women bad begtin to seduce 
the stern virtues of the Arabs, — withdraw bis army after a 
brief refreshment of three days. But Omar was ihore indul- 
gent than his lieutenant to the infirmities of the faithful. 
<< God,” said he iu an epistle mildly ^eensnring bin for bis unkind- 
ness to the Moslems, ^ hath not forbidden the use ofthe goc^ 
things of this tlfe io faHhYut men, aiid such & have performed good 
works; wherefore you ought to have given the Saracens leaVe 
'to test themselves, and partake fkesly of the gbedithingl wbieh 
the c^utftty afforded, that whqsoeter of them no • family 
ib AvabH might marry in Syrb, attdpt^l^ as many feabale 
staves at they had' occasion for ” The Itli : bf ^ Jn^ 
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mmhm, A]«i||po> knd Antioch I09y be Y«id to hoTeoeomipIeted 
'^0 eonisineot of Sytao* The in'ount»inouH4iBtiricto of Polestintf 
ffere oveBrnu by * .^roop of ^OO Andts aod 1000 block elavea, 
.srltd, in the depth of winter, climbed the tnowy ndges of 
Lebanon. Tripoli and Tyre were betrayed} a 'fleet of fifty 
imrapepoFta, destined fi»r Cyprns and Crete} entering the harbour of 
TripoQ}, weise seined by Yonkidna, and yielded to the Saracens 
M welcome supply of anas and provisions. The towns, orpro- 
oSoces of Bamlav. Aens} Joppa, Ascalon, Gaza, bhechem or 
JMahlesis, and < TihnriaB, surrendered without resistance ; and 
l^ir example was followed' by, tho inhabitants . of SidoU^ 
^MrOntyLaodiaear Apamea, andHieropolis. Within six years 
sifter their fisrt expedition, and ^00 after Pompey had despoiled 
'the laM of the Maeedoniou kmgs}. this ferdle and populons 
negioB edbnitted to. the rule of the Arabian caliph. Eastward, 
Khaled had«»tended hia victories, and reduceidBeles, Bacca, 
Eahabah, and variouO, other fortified towns on the Euphrates. 

The same year that conkpleted the subjugation of Syria vi- 
rited the conquerors with » dreadful pestilence, more fatal to 
-their raiMu than theewocds of ;the Greeks or the luxuries of An> 
Oio^. 

. 'Five-and<twenty thousaod of the Moslemi, indudiug Obei> 
Jih, Yemd, Seqifoy, au^ anany of the ntost diatinguishad com. 
.pztnIionB of Mo}i^nieilr> wore swept off ^ j^aguq of 
•Sfmfoans Ctha plan# *^ie ft made its first ai^rance), wbtoh 
ItfUBadtita wrsges, will; « terrible lafortfilUy both to mw 
-eatrihs^ water tihnle ae far aotrih ir 

<9ledmia"' - ■ 

umririao.mrte' 

^l^<4^tter(^ oa^ tlftee.jtma, «off 



OF THE SA44CJS14S. 


131 


Syria and Pulestine was by lAe public voice ascribed tp the 
superior skill and singular prowaas of this gallant soldier) the 
fame of whose exploits had loiig rendered him the theme of 
general admir^ion. Oae of iJie, poets of the day, who under* 
took to perpetuate his glory has celebra^d tlm terrors of 
his mace and the lightning of his scimitar^ wbidh ^rcad wretch* 
ediiess and mourniiiig among the^ttes of the Franks.^^ A charge 
of embezzlement and of appropiatingto himself the public trea* 
sure was preferred against him and too rashly credited by the eur 
vious Omar. These suspicions were strengthened by his liberality 
to the panegyrical uerse-maker, and the extravagant dower of 
100,000 drachms of gold (229U* 13^. 4d.) to the beautiful wU 
dow of Malec, whom he had married while his bands were yet 
reeking with the blood of her murdered husband. In the pre- 
sence of the caliph, he was compelled to reply to the interro* 
gatories of accusers, with his turban tied round his neck, 
one end of which was held by the common crier. To this in- 
dignity, and a fine of one.-half of his effects he submitted 'witli^ 
exemplary mo leration ; declaring that the dictates of resent- 
ment, however just, should not prevail with him to resist 
the will of his superior. On a second examination, he was con- 
demned to the further payment of 4Q,(fOO drachms (916/. 13^. 
4d*)) being the moiety of all he had been allowed to retain. 
Such were the multiplied and humiliating mortifications to 
which this undaunted champion of the Koran was compelled 
to submit, after rendc|ing fio many and important services to 
the Clause of Islam. His last pi^’^ants w^re imhittered by the 
teflection that, after having sought the glory of marjbyrdom in 
many a bloody field and felt the weapons .of the enemy in eve* 
rylimb,,be should descend tp^the,gir#ve wrongedand dishonour- 
cd, amdng the common herd of or^ijnhTy ^he exHkus|id 
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iuApidons hM b«eif unjust. The caliph pundoled with the 
agedmocho', whe wiis repeating, with tears, of anguish, some of 
the namt^ous encomiutns on her brave buWunfortunate son ; he 
wieited a^ Eipesa the tomb ef -the injured cinupieror of tiyria, 
and expressed in tenas of unavailing regret his esteem for the 
hero of a hundred battles, whom the band of death had now 
placed beyond the reaeh of enwy. 

Atthethedemisb 6f Obeidah, the command of the Moslem 
ntmy devolved on Amru; and the place of the'first conquerors 
was supplied by a new generation of their children and coun. 
trymen. The terrors of the pestilence wesre lost in the passion 
for victory and martyrdom which animated the hearts of the 
Mussulmans. Their eagerness for his sort of reputation may 
be expressed in the words df qn Arabian youth, when tcar> 
ing himself from the entbraces of his mother and sister to 
join the banner of Obeidah ; “ It is not,” said hO) *♦ the deli- 
^cies of Syria, or the fading delights of this world, that has 
prompted me to devote roy life in the cause of religidp. 1 seek 
the favour of God and hfs apostle; and 1 have heard that the 
spirits of the martyrs will be lodged in the corpse of green 
Iprds, who shall taste the iVuits pnd drink of the rivers of 
Paradise, FareweU, till wp meet again among the groves imd 
fountains which God has provided for bis ele'ct.'* The devas. 
'^^ons oftheplague rendered the presence of OmSr necessa* 
lyto repaitf as far as possible, the desolate state of the north. 
^ provinces.. During a reridence atlBamiain Pidestine, he 
tjbe numerous TacanrieS, regulated the tu];^ly of provisi- 
pni for the solders, and assi^ed to the heirs of the desceasefd 
Meslamt idl eytates V whiphi juM and e^iiable claims Pould be 
^i^ppidutip^. Tba 6r(^ki liad bpi^ driven from evety part of 
.tro^<t»etw;^;,'th'e Euidirates and the ^oditer- 
iS^a the Conquerors passed Matw| 
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•Ta«rus!, aocl reduced to their obedience the rich plajiiis of 
Cilicia, with its capita^ Tarsuf?, the ancient residence of the As- 
syrian kings. ReyoAd a second ridge of tbc .saioe mountains, 
they spread the flame of war rather than the light of religioii, 
as far as the shores of the Eaxine, and the neigbbourhoocl of 
Constantinople. 

To the east they achieved die^ conquest of Diarhekcr; thae 
violating the utmost limit of Augustus, the loqg^disputed bar- 
rier between Persia and Rome* Already had .Ycaid threat- 
ened to cross the Eitphrates; but his retreat was ptirchased 
by the governor of Hhe prbvince at the enormous annual tribute 
of 100,000 pieces of gold. Ayaz, at the head of 5000 mcq 
fnarched into that territory ; the walls of Kdessa, Amida. Dare, 
and Nisibis, which had resisted the arms and engines of Shapt>^r 
and Nooshirwan, were levelled in the dust ; hut the victor wa«' 
recalled, andgdied at Emesa* 

P MUSI A, to which we shall next accompany the victorious Sa^ 
racens, was only saved from an earlier doom by the war in Syria- 
'J'he wealth of this ancient empire was of itself a sufficient at- 
traction; while its weakness left it an easy prey to the roving 
bands of “ naked li sard-eaters'” from the desert. For more than 
|;liii ty years the reign of Rhoosroo Purvee* had been marli^d 
bv a success never surpassed by the most renowned of his ances- 
tors. Hut his magnificence fell with unexampled rapidity 
Vyithin six years be lost all his foreign cdnqdests, imd skw Ms 
dominions overrun by thf legiops of He^aclius (A. 1>. 629), 
who marched in one direction as far ds the Caspian, and in ano- 
ther to Ispahan. The ravages of the Greeks were succeeded 
]^y the accumulated evils of famine and aharchjf /tTie d^put^ of 
the nobles, and a successioiiof 'weak sovereigiis ; OririSl^her the 
pageants of rival factions, of wboi^ hO fevret^ titan six possOsi^ 
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tliotliivne ifi the brief •]|>tee''bf ae maii]ryeers. In riiia state of 
dihterision and decay thU'Moelema found Persia when they first di« 
rected tbdb widbke b^erations towards its fitdto-tiers. And we shali 
pentfriee in the seqnel, Uiat as mneb time and exertion were ex* 
pbnded in altering the conquest the narrow siip o( country on 
tbebanl<8of the Orontest as was employed in the subjugation of 
those opulent and estetnive regions which fiU riie space beo 
tween the'Bophratea and riie distant Oaus. 

The dbath of Abu Beketr* and the probahihty of a contested 
•ueeessioil, bad eneouraged the Persian government to attempt 
a more effeetnal resistance to rite enereachnmnts of the Arabs ; 
and even to expel them fiom their us wpations in Irak, where 
Mothanna presided ever the interests of the caliph and the Ko> 
ran. The attention of Omar was called, at the commencement 
of his reign, to the golden soil of Ghaldea,'* so filmed for its 
fertility, the magnificence of its cities, the varietyoof its manu* 
factures, and the multitude of its flocks and herds. The ava. 
rice of the belieyers was stimulated by the ilinsions of dreams 
and the.enhortaUonsof prayer t and the ancient awe of thepow.. 
er and resources of the Persian monarchs faded away before the 
dkeiUng splendour of conquest and spoliation. Amru, Obeid, 
and flaleit were despaired with fresh siqiph^ from Medina, 
jtp join the troeps in Irah* ^”t victory was over two 

«mMl detachmonts of the enemy, commanded by Jaban and Roos- 
turn, the latter sb^iiig greet personal, gallanitry, by killing with 
histown hand aov'erel . pf the brayest of (ho Moslems. But the 
main setyny. amouniiag to 8Q>000 under the commend of Jala* 
a«na orGsden, wap nn Us march, and tookpoaton the eastern 
hmik pfjlhe.Buphcates,opposimthe.bjd<%e constructed by Obeid, 
^^^|||f|g^reidiness{^imdf^ Dispirited. by the 

ilbd confusion. I^unbers wcie slain, 

aiidllPflO (Uavpfd iiMrttmBpri 
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SfotBaiinE,. who mf^de .» good vF^eat, coinint)aica.t$d. to t|ie 
caliph the news of th\» disaster, which had nearly lost forevOK 
the fruits of KbaledV victoriee. A fresh levy marched into Irak 
antler Jarir ; and in a second encounter near Hira, which lasted 
from noon till sunset, the enemy were put to flight, Mahr^ 
their general, having fallen in single combat by the hand of thf 
Moslem leader. The pursniuwas naest sanguinary, and was rf« 
membered as the Day of Decimation, every Blnssuhnfn b^g 
said to have slain ten of his adversaries ; so that the slaughter 
of the enemy may be estimated fit 100,000 inen. Their wpnt 
of success the iiokle Persians attributed to the. incaparity of 
their queen, Arzemidocht, a daughter of Khoosroo. This we 
get,'* they murmured, by suffitring a woman to rule over us;** 
•nd in the hope of bettering their fortune, the throne wat imnie* 
dlatcly transferred to Yezdijird, a descendant of therrnoimed 
Nooshirwan.* The first measure of the youthfnl monarch woe 
to send an en voy to Saad, the leader whom the eahph had. ap« 
pointed to the chief command. A deputation of three eld Anh 
chiefs repaired to Bfadayn, the head-quarters of the Fenian ae» 
my. Their mean appearance excited the disdain of tholuxncU 
eus monarch ; for they wore the striped camlets of their aeuno 
try, had small whips .in their hands, and rude sandals ont&eir 
fbet. ** We have always,” said he, held you in the lowest. e!|k 
timaiien. Arebs hitherto have been, known, in Tejrgiia.onl^.jn' 
two characters; as merehaqts and as beggars. Your |boid!.|s 
green lizards ; yohr.4rMc salt waters your covering, gasmnnta 
made of comse hah. * fint of late you baveopme in niiiahjqoAtp 
Hersia ; you have toten of good food r yofr have drimk of sjSiel 
waters ; and baee enjoyed the luf^ry of soft swmenW. YoqhMSf 
aepmted theso enjoymmits to your bfethreti, 
ing. t^partoke .of You «py«to to]ito,IUtothe.f«H^i^^ 

^hie whototot iatoa lMi.4iMiiidp1fiBty.if 
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TIi^ g^neroiis gardener v^oiild not dtstuvb him, and thought the 
produce of his Vineyard would be little dimtuished by a poor 
hungry fox enjoying hiiiisetf. But theanirhal, not content with 
his good fbrttme, went and informed all his tribe. The gardeh 
waik filled trith foxes; and its indulgent master wat forced to 
har the gates, and kill all the intruders to save himself from ruin!* 
Ho wever, as 1 ita satisfied that foa have been compelled to this 
kohduet by absolute want, I will not only pardon you, but load 
your Oatiiela whfa wheat and dates, that when yOu return to yoiir 
Native land you may feast your countrymen. But be assured, 
if you are insensible to my gciieiosity, and still fetnain in Persia, 
you Sball hot escape my just vengeance.^* 

The Arabian messengers heard unmoved a speech displaying 
once the extremes of pride and of weakness* They did not 
fiaHiate or deny the scanty resources of their country ; and 
briefly offered to his choice the Koran, tribute the sword* 
Yezdijird was too proud to listen to such degrading terms ; the 
irmbassy was dir^missed, and war resumed with all the vigour of 
^hich the declining empire was capable. The hosts of Persia 
were aa numerous and as feeble as in the days of Darius ; and 
sm this occasion the force of the great king has been estimated 
at ISO, 000 men,* the command of which was intrustdd to Roostum. 
The Saracens were strengthened by recruits from Arabia and 
Syria,-*-*iIieir whole army being aogmented from 12^000 to 
W^OOO troops, the boat soldiers the East had ever seeti; 

* The plain of Cadesia or Kudseah, lyii^ on the skirts of the 
ISeiett^ abouit about two stages from Cufa, was the ^ene of 
amion ; but four months were snent by the Persians in nego^^ 
tiwefog, htid devising vain Ojqifedieiktis to protract hoatititiea 
jnliNaiut of a batt!#. The^ A rabaiVere disposed in threw 

6^d havhig directed Jlis captaTsi to Oonstdet the first 
fpMdh they should hearldm uiter from his posti a tenrao^ 
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of tlio ca&tle, as the signal to adjust their ranks ; the. second, to 
Ox their arrovrs in the level, to couch their lances, and draw 
tlieir swords ; and the4:hird to rush upon their adversary. Va« 
rious skirmishes, and trials of individual valour in sing^le combat, 
took place in the interval between the two armies ; but the bat« 
tie itself lasted for several days ; each distingtushed by its pe. 
ruliar vppellation. On the firsts called the Day of Concussiona' 
darkness put an end to the contest ; both sides retiring to thuc 
encampments without claiming any advantage. With the moni'* 
’ng sun, the conflict was renewed; and while the armies were engage 
ed with fury and obatinacy,'i:he crimson banners of the advanced 
guard of the Syrian reinforcement made its appearance, in three 
tierce and successful charges, contributed greatly to damp the ar« 
dour of the Persians. From this well-timed assistance, the Day 
of Succour obtained its name. It was signalized by the heroism 
of a Mohammedan warrior, Mahujen, who, for having indulged 
too freely in the use of wine, was doing penance by order of bia 
general in one of the chambers of the castle. Seeing the bat-* ' 
tie raging below, he could not restrain his enthusiasm ; and bavw' 
ing prevailed with one of the female attendants, Selma, to undo 
his fetters, under promise of returning in the evening, he mount* 
cd a piebald charger, and sallied into the field. His extraordi- 
nary prowess was instrumental in securing the victory ; and aa 
his person had not been discovered, he resumed his chains and- 
his captivity, in strict confopaity with his engagement. Saad, i 
who had witnessed the seasonable gallantry of the intrepid stran. 
get, was surprised to find himself indebted to the interposition of 
his own prisoner ; he embraced him with great afibetion ; present- ' 
ed him with the mare and tho armour he had used with so mneh 
distinction ; released hint forthwidi from his eonfinement, and 
from allif striction in future with regwd Jta his fitTOurite indui; ‘ 
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gence. I’he loss of the Alosleois in this singto action is stated 
at 2000, andihatof the Persians at 10,000 men. 

On th’6 third morning, the contest was again commenced; and 
if #6' may cotojecture from the title of the Bay of Cormorants, 
the carnaga most have exceeded that of the preceding. The 
jhtahs shoOted one universal tecbir to terrify the enemy ; yet 
inch' trasthe des^ate pertihabity vith which both sides main- 
tsShed their ground, thaf “ when the ministers of destiny," to 
Use the flowery langtiage of the Eastern historians, had con- 
ducted ffie chariot of the sun to the obscure chambers of the 
iVest, the battle still raged, with unabatbd fierceness, by the 
light' of their flambeaux, during the whole of the succeeding 
night; thb cupbearers of death busily paraded the bloody field 
with remorseless rapacity, administering to the unfortunate the 
Utter draught of dissolution, while the stars in the enamelled 
vault of hea'vien Oohtlnued to witness the smiguiiiary tumult till 
the hhtbin^ers' of the morning announced the return of day.” 
^hirnoctm'naf conflict received the whimsical though descriptive 
name of the Night of Barking ; from the discordant clamours 
of treopi resombl&ig the inarticulate sounds of ferocious 
mimab. 

Nei^et fatigUe nor waitt of rest dbuld slacken their exertions, 
tSEl, near thp nbon of the fllurih' day, Whbn a real or imaginary 
whiriwind'dreve a clbhd of dust against tHb faces of the infidels. 
It bore away the pavilkm oir canopy under which Roostum, on 
hisphadsof 'state^' wab vte'iritig ' thh pro^esif of the action ; imd so 
iny^nuua; were the heet iind the tem^t^ that he was compelled 
tot, lake ^Iter anumg the The ranks of th^ 

Pt(tn|p8 soon thniwn inttf ’ disoieddrV ahd ' htU'olEed by the 
heater, aceusteaied thfi^ htttticfanes of die DcsOif. iW 
«»|ly.#9im<«(reated«heHf a«t«iRm^^^ abandoned' by its^ter, 
vlW naa detected bdund one of the beattB of buteten. The bean- 
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ty of his tiara, and the surpassing richness of his girdle apd mail, 
proclaimed the prize which fortune had cast in their way. The dan« 
gcr was imminent, and in the hope of escape he threw himself 
into the rivulet. Hullal instantly dismounted ; plunged with- 
out hesitation after him into the stream ; and, seizing him in the 
struggle by the heel, he succeeded in making him his prisoner. 
The victor then ascended the throne, and with the head of the 
Persian general fixed on his lance, announced to the armies that 

the Lord of the Kaaha was triumphant.” Ralen experienced 
a similar destiny, j^l$ing>ev<;trthrown and slain in the flight. I'hsf 
]\Ioslcms confess a loss of 7^00 men, and reckon that of the 
enemy at 100,000. There may be partial ^exaggeration in the 
narrative and numbers of this famous batdc; but one thing 
certain, it determined the fate of Persia. 

Saad appropriated the spoil, the magnitude and value of 
which excited the admiration of the conquerors. To Hullal 
he assigned the costly habiliments of Roostum ; the tiara alone 
was estimated at 100,000 dinars (46,250^.), and his girdle 
at 7 ^ 9^00 (S2.Sy5£.). The armour of Galen was adjudged 
to JJoharah, who received an additional sum of 30,000 dinars 
(1 3, 875«P )j hi exchange for the imperial standard of 3?ersia, 
which he had the fortune to take. This celebrated banner was 
originally the apron of Kawah, a blacksmith of Ispahan, whose 
intrepidity freed his country from the bloody tyrant iiohauh, 
and raised Feridoon ^ the throne. It was rich in ornaments 
to which every succeeding king had made contributions ; atid 
iit the time of the Mohammedan conquests, it had increased 
from its original shape and size to the length of two and 
twenty feet, by fifteen in breadth, covered with jewels of very 
greaWalue. These, however, comprised but a small portion 
of the sumptuQua booty of Cadesia, which included among 
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Other articles two shields, each reckoned wotth 1,000,100 
drachms (32,91 Q.if’-) , 

The ludicrous mistakes the Arabs show their ignorance of 
their own good fortune. Camphor, to the name and properties 
of which they seem to have been entire strangers, they miu - 
gled with their bread, mistakuig that odoriferous gum for salt, 
aud were surprised at its bitter taste. “ I will give any quan- 
tity of this yellow metal for a little of the rvhite,” said the sol- 
diers of the Desert, who willingly offereAl..gfild, which they had 
never seen, in exchange for silver, the usct>f^ which was belter 
known. The legal fifth was conveyed to Medina, consisting of 
treasure beyond computation, jewels inestimable, furniture of 
gold and silver, brocades and cloths of silk, embroidered capa- 
risons of horses, camels, mules, and arns of every description. 

The victory of Cadesia was followed by other more rapid 
and extensive conquests. Saad, in the month of November, 
grossed the Euphrates, and in a single battle reduced the 
whole Mesopotamian peninsula. With a force augmented, to 
60,000 horse he next crossed the deep waters of the Tigris ; 
the terrified Persians had fled without'ofiering the least oppo- 
sition, and could not forbear exclaiming that an army of de- 
mons was coming upon them. These accumulated losses, and 
a superstitious belief that the last day of their religion and em- 
pire was at hand, induced Yezdyird to abandon his capital of 
M^dayn. Having lodged a considetuble part of his trea- 
aures in boats oq the Tigris, he fled to jelwaHah, at the 
foot of the Median hills, taking with him his family and the 
more valuable of his effects. The spiritles troops followed his 
leaving their country at the mercy of the l^racens, 
who marched onward, shouting in religious transport, ak tiiey en- 
tered the gates of th« deserted metrrpolis, This is the white pa. 
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lace of Khoosroo ! This is the promise of the apostle of 
God!” • " 

The invaders could not express their mingled sensations of 
surprise and deliglit, while surveying in this splendid capital 
the miracles of architecture and art, the gilded palaces, the 
strong and stately porticoes, tjie abundance of victuals in the 
most exquisite variety and profusion, which feasted their senses 
and courted their observation on every side. Every street added 
to their astonishing tv, every chamber revealed a new treasure; 
and the greedy ^sjioilers ''weie suddenly enriched beyond the 
measure of their hopes or their knowledge. To a people 
emerging from barbarism, the various wonders which rose be- 
fore them in all directions, like the effect of magic, must have 
been a striking spectacle. We may therefore believe them 
when they what is not improbable, that the diflercut 

articles of merchandise,—- the rich and beautiful pieces of inanu^ 
facture winch fell a prey on this occasion,— were in such inc^- 
culablc abundance, that the thirtieth part of their estimate 
was more than the imagination could embrace. Tlie gold and 
silver, the various wardrobes and precious furniture, surpassed, 
says Abulfeda, the calculation of fancy or numbers; and the 
historian Elmacin ventured to compute these untold and 
almost infinite stores at the value of 3,000,000,000 pieces of 
gold* 

* Gibbon (in a nofe, li,) ventures tp arraij;n the accuracy of Klmiicin, 

or rather of the Latin version of Erpcoitio, But the accuracy of the Saraccu 
bicitorian, and his learned translatpr. is confirmed by Or.kley (voj. i> P 230), the 
c»ri;;innl Arabic beiny correctly rendered 8,000.000,000 pieces of guld. Tlid 
liotnpous arroi^ance of Gtbbuji, who confessed himself totally ij^nurani’* a| 
oriental laniruo^eSf is Nlhlher uaiusiu^, iit chaiginj; with error a mau who is celeu. 
brated as the restorer of Arabic literature in Europe. ErpenUis felicisisitnus. 

iitcra*'M®h las/aurfftor” is the ctpnplipiunt paid him by Hottiiiger. 
If wt'^ahe each of these pieces at the vaiue of a dinar, whadi in all probability 
was the ‘price meant, then the whole wilt be equivalent to I, .887, 500 .000/. ster- 
ling, exceeding by 189.159,375/. sterling the total value of gold find silver ex** 
iractod from the mines of America between liiv years 1499 and 1808, a period of 
804 years, hui nken we take iutouccotuif tha difTeiattca ia the value of muney 
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One article in this prodigious booty, before which all others 
seemed to recede in comparison, was the superb and celebrated 
carpet of silk and gold cloth, sixty cubits in length and as 
many in breadth, which decorated one of the apartments of the 
palace. It was wrought into a paradise or garden, with jewels 
cf the most curious and costly species ; the ruby, the emerald^ 
the sapphire, the beiyl, topaz, and pearl being arranged 
with such consummate skill as to represent, in beautiful mo«< 
aaic, trees, fruits and flowers, .rWulets and fountains; rose 
and shrubs of every description seemed 'to 'cbgabine their fra- 
grance and their foliage to charm the senses of the beholders. 

This piece of exquisite luxury and illusion, to which the 
Persians gave the name of Baharistan, or mansion of per- 
Ipetual spring, was an invention employed by their monarchs as 
an artifleial substitute for that loveliest of seasons. During the 
gloom of winter they were accustomed to regale the nobles of 
their court on this magaifleent embroidery, where art had sup- 
plied the absence of nature and wherein the guests might trace a 
brilliant imitationof her faded beauties in the variegated colours of 
tbejcwelled and pictured floor In the hope that the eyes of the 
caliph might be delighted with this superb display of wealth and 
workmanship, Saad persuaded the soldiers to relinquish their 
claims. It was therefore added to the fifth of the spoil which 
was conveyed to Medina on the backs of camels. But Omar, 
with that rigid impartiality from which he never deviated, order- 
ed the gaudy trophy to be cat up into small pieces, and distribu ted 
nmofig the chief members of the Mohammedan commonwealth. 
Such was the intrinsic value of the materials, that the share of 
Aljl alone, not larger than the palm of a man'^s hand, was afterward 
i&!d for 20,000 dramobs (458^. 6s. or according to filers, 

tlicn aed npw, tlia wHele f^rodnr« of all tbe^ld and silver imaesnn the glo^ 
wonld not aqioaat io that sum in riOnP jreari* 
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tor as many dinars (9250<£\). Out of this vast store the caliph 
granted pensions to every member of his court in regular gra^ 
dation, from the individuals of the Ptophet's family to the low^ 
est of his companions, varying from to 4i£. lls, per 

annum. 

The military part of the booty was divided into 60,000 shares, 
and every horseman had 12,000 dinars (5560c£’.); hence, if the 
army consisted of ( 0,000 cavalry, their united shares would 
amount to the incredible sum of 333,000,000^. sterling. The 
crown and wardroj)^ .pf Khoosroo, richly adorned with jewels, 
had been removed^; Jbut THJe mule that carried them away was 
overtaken by the pursuers, and the spoils of the great^ 
king were lodged in the treasury of Medina. On thig 
occasion was fulfilled, as the Moslems affirm, a prophecy 
of their apostle, that Soraka (the hairy veteran who bad 
nearly taken • him prisoner an his flight from Mecca) should 
wear the belt and bracelets of Khoosroo Furveez. The 
sack of Madayn (or Ctesiphon), winch happened the same year 
with the reduction of Jerusalem, waa followed by its desertion 
and gradual decay. A sihgle arch, supposed to be the entrance 
te the palace, is the only vestige that remains to indicate tho 
spot where oilce stood the proud capital of the Sassanides. 

Ilie air, perhaps the luxu^ies^ of Madayn, was found to> dig. 
agree with the constitution of the Arabs. Saad, with sbme difii. 
culty, obtained leave l&e caliph to withdraw to the western 
side of the £uphrates,s>nere' bn the border of their native die. 
sertSj he lodged his fcdloWers in a cahionment ^ maits and reeds. 
Cufais the name, in the language of Arabia^ a residence cen- 
stracted such materials ; but after its deitructibn by fire it 
roufn^its ashes', and became celebrated uhdlii^ Ha ongiaaif ap. 
pellatiomas the temporary seat of the cali^ate. Anotlimr (Bus. 
sorb), equally famous^ was founded by dia Arabs ai ^ aamio 
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time; xvith a view of intercepting the communication betwecit 
Persia and the shores of Hindostan* 

The Saracens pushed on their conquest^, with unabated vi- 
gour. No fewer than seventy-seven towns were reduced under 
their yoke, including Susa, the capital of Susiana or Chusistan. 
But the turbulent spirit of the new colony at Cufa occasioned a 
change in the generalship of the army. Saad was replaced by 
Amar ibn Yasser^ a name of considerable celebrity in the an- 
nals of Islam* His removal imboldened Y esdijird, who had been 
driven from Jelwaliah with the loss of 100,000 men and immense 
treasure, to make another effort for the recovtjry of his domini- 
ons. Troops drawn from Khorasan, Rhe Ramadan, and those 
provinces which the spoliation of the enemy had not yet reached 
were assembled, to the number of 150,000; the command of 
whom was assigned to Firoozan^ one of his ablest generals. 
Amar applied to Medina for reinforcements; and fJooman ibn 
Mahraii wasthe person selected by Omar as leader of the Sara- 
€fip host, which amounted only to 30,000 men. 

Navahund, an obscure town among the hills, 45 miles south of 
Ramadan (the ancient Ecbatnna), was the memorable post where 
the Persians ventured to make a final stand for their religion 
and their country. Their position was strong, fortified with a 
rampart and a ditch ; and two months were wasted in a series of 
partial and ineffectual hostilities. Firoozan made tenders of ac<* 
commodation, whieby as usual, ended in disappointment. On 
admission into his pavilion, the rude Arab who acted as ambassa- 
dor, perceiving him seated on a golden throne with a radiant tiara 
€R his brow, and a crowd of ofl^cers standing around, insolently 
declared that until they were masters of the royal emblems tha^ 
gtiitered eo brilliantly before him, his countrymen would never 
"Consent to recede; and without farther ceremony, boundiijf^ for- 
Wli^dy he seated himself on the throne by the side of the l^ersian 
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satrap. The negociation ended with the alternative of tribute 
or battle. The contest was long and obstinate before success 
declared for either party. In marshalling his troops, Nooman 
thus addressed them My friends prepare yourselves to con- 

quer, or drink of tile sweet sherbet of martyrdom. I shall call 
the teebir three times ^ at the iirsf, gird your loins ; at tlie second 
mount your steeds; at the thirds point your lances, and rush to 
victory or parddise.** On the third day, early iii the action, this 
leader fell mortally wounded by an arrow. He had delayed the 
attack till the afterilpon, the favourite hour of battle with the 
Prophet, at the moment when the supplications of the faithful 
from every pulpit and mosque wore ascending to heaven in aid of 
their armies ; and when he received his wound was in ihc act 
giving the last teebir. His death was concealed; but a day of 
terrible slaugljter irrevocably sealed the destiny of the ill-fated 
empire. Thirty thousnnd Persians were left on the field ; 80,000 
perished amid the confusion in their own intrenchments ; 4GOO* 
who fled withFerozan to the neighbouring mountains were over^ 
taken, and all put to the sword. The loss of the Moslems was 
great, but the result was decisive ; and tlie triumph at Nahavuud^ 
achieved in the twenty-first year of the Hejira, is remembered by 
the Ardbs as the Victory of Victories* The booty was prodigi, 
ous, though small when compared with the wealth of the me** 
tropolis. In the equipage of the flying general, it is said, was a 
crowd of mules and qamels laden with honey,— an incident 
that may serve to indicate the luxurious impediments of au 
oriental army. The unhappy Vezdijird was thunderstruck by 
this new disaster. He fled from city to city, — his own gover- 
nors shutting their gates against him,-*until at length he fell 
near Meru, by the hand of an assassin. He was the last 
sovereign of a dynasty that had governed Persia during 415 
yeais* His daughters were carried into captivity, and given in 
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niiirraigc to the victors. Ilassan, the son of A li, espoused the 
and Mohammed, the son of Abu Bcker, the other; and 
thus the race of the caliphs and imams Vas ennobled by the 
blood of tlieir royal mothers. 

After the defeat at Nahavund. the Saracen leaders soon ovev^ 
run the tvhole country as far as the Oxus, destroying with 
bigoted fury all that was usefu>, grand, or sacred. Hamadan 
surrendered on capitulation; ahd Ispahan, after a brave re? 
distance, was compelled to submit to the prowess of Abdallah. 
The cities of Shir wan, Rhe, Tabreez or Tauris, Gasbin and 
Xom were taken while the provinces of Aiftrbijan and Maisun- 
cleran, comprehending the ancient Media, Armenia, and Hyr- 
cania, fell before the march of the conquerors, who thus extended 
their victories from the shores of the Caspian to the Mediterrane- 
an. Their progress eastward was equally rapid and extensive. 
3ly the direction of Omar, 20,000 men invaded the province of 
lUiora&an, which, with those of Kerman, Mekran, £ieistan and 
ftiC distant Ralkh, were added to the possessions of Islam. 
On the wails of Ahwaz, Istakhar (the renowned Persepolis, and 
capital of Tars), Kej, Herat, Meru, and other places of impor- 
tance, the standard of Mohammed was planted by his impetu- 
ous disciples. The greater portion of the vanqqished, prefer- 
ring the abandonment of their religion to oppression or death,i 
adopted the faith of their new masters, while the recusants fled 
self-banished into distant lands. Tbe^ administration of Per- 
sia was regulated by an actual survey of the people, the cattle, 
and the fruits of the earth, — a monument which attests the vigi- 
lance and justice of Omar. With amazing celerity the Arabs 
bad traversed from the Indian Ocean to the Oxus ; but these 
-vast acquisitions were not yet perfectly secured. The suaceed- 
ing caliphs had many formidable insurrections to quell in their 
P^^sian dominions. On various occasions, the inhabitants evi^c* 
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ed their abhorrence of a foreign yoke, and their regard for the 
lirc-worship of their ancestors ; until at length defeat, mass acres 
and exile quashed tlie spirit of revolt, and succeeded, with few 
exceptions, in blending the vanquished with their oppressors un- 
der the united and powerful sway of the Koran.* 


* “ The Arabs in Klmrasan, in and even in tho virinity of Uokharra 

iire s(in nonneroua’; but, except in Itie farmer they have lui ehiet\ of any distiuc*- 
lio It liavitij; breii the ptilicy of both fhe Tartars and Afghans to scatter and 
wfiiketi them. Tiintigh man) of ihe^e tribes have preserved the name and ap.* 
pcaraiicc of Arabizfiis, liiey have couipleiely lost the language;'* Malcilm ' 9 
History of Persia^ vol. i, p. 146. 







